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A spike in copper prices led to the manufacturing of single
strand aluminum wiring. However, it expands more than
copper when it heats up. That repeated expansion and
contraction compromises the connection and may lead to
house fires.

Asbestos was widely used in home construction until public
recognition of the health hazards led to its prohibition. It will
not cause harm if it is in good condition and undisturbed.
Problems occur when it begins to break down or is sawed,
scraped, or sanded and becomes a powder that can be
inhaled.

When houses began to be built with indoor plumbing, cast
iron pipes were the method of choice for drain pipes. Any
cast iron still in service today is near, or has exceeded, its
lifespan. these pipes tend to corrode from the inside and
many need replacing due to rust, interior corrosion, and
splitting.  

Galvanized steel pipes were commonly installed through
approximately 1960. We now know that decades of
exposure can cause the interior to corrode which can clog
pipes, discolor water, and give a metallic taste. Pipes still in
service are at, or likely have exceeded their lifespan.

Knob & Tube wiring is considered obsolete and can be a
safety hazard. The wire covering degrades over time and
may create a fire hazard when modern insulation is installed
over top of it.  

Lead was used in virtually all house paint until it was banned
as an additive in 1978. Homes built prior to 1978 should be
checked for the presence of lead paint. Undisturbed lead
paint is not hazardous. Problems occur when it breaks down,
peels or chips.

Also known as hardboard siding, it is made of wood fibers
that are held together with glue or resin through a heat and
compression process. Masonite swells and rots over time
when exposed to the elements, and may prematurely
deteriorate when it is used as exterior siding. 

Pre-1960 household electrical outlets are often not
grounded, which is why outlets in these homes often only
have two prongs. The third prong has been required since
1962. This grounding prong minimizes risk of electric shock
and allows surge protectors to do a better job protecting
your electrical equipment.

Polybutylene Piping is no longer an approved plumbing
system due to a history of material failures. It can break
down and leak in response to certain water chemistry and
method of installation. Further, plastic fittings and
insufficient fitting crimp rings are also seen as a source of
leaking.

Underground storage tanks can be both an environmental
danger and a health risk due to their propensity to leak. The
most common reason for tank leaks is due to the fact the
majority were made of bare steel, which is likely to corrode
over time.
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