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IRENE DAZZAN PALMER

THE QUEEN
OF COASTAL
REAL ESTATE

One of the most renowned real estate 
agents in the world sits down to discuss her 

storied life and career in Malibu.
 

rene Dazzan Palmer is not easy to miss. Even if you haven’t 
met her in person, chances are if you live in Malibu you’ve 

heard Dazzan Palmer’s name mentioned, or heard her girl-
ish, full-throated laugh lilt through a Malibu fundraiser, or 
opened a magazine and found her smiling back at you from 
the entranceway of the most spectacular home you’ve ever 

seen, her preternaturally lithe frame posed just such, in the way of 
women who’ve been photographed their entire lives

In a lot of ways, Dazzan Palmer seems like the type of woman who’s 
been photographed her entire life. She’s beautiful, with strong 
cheekbones, thick blonde hair and round brown eyes she rarely 
hides behind sunglasses, ever since Magic Johnson quietly asked if 
she might take them off a few minutes after meeting her.

“I knew you’d have beautiful eyes,” Dazzan Palmer recalls him say-
ing, laughing at the memory. 

It’s that laugh, as much as anything, that might get you going on 
the wrong direction, if you had to guess about Irene Dazzan Palmer’s 
life. It’s joyful and uninhibited, happy in the way of someone who’s 
had it easy. Coupled with her high profile in the Malibu community, 
her circle of celebrity friends and the spectacular Malibu Crest estate 
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she shares with her husband Jim, it would 
be easy to assume Irene Dazzan Palmer falls 
into that distinctly Malibu category of beau-
tiful blonde women who’ve never worked a 
day in their life.

This couldn’t be farther from the truth. 
In reality, Dazzan Palmer is one of Malibu’s 
most notable self-made success stories. 
Moving to Malibu in her 20s with only an 
untested real estate license to her name, 
Dazzan Palmer sold a million dollars worth 
of property her first year, quickly moving 
up the ranks to become the top salesperson 
at her firm in under 5 years. Three decades 
later, Palmer is one of the most successful 
and well-known real estate agents in the 
country, boasting $2 billion in career sales, 
an eye-popping roster of high-profile cli-
ents and a rotating inventory of some of the 
most high-profile properties in the world. 
This success, along with her deep-seated 
knowledge and acumen in the exclusive 
sector of Malibu beachfront properties, 
long ago earned her the nickname “Queen 
of Coastal Real Estate”.

Indeed the truth is that hard work is kind 
of what makes Irene Dazzan Palmer tick, 
even after all these years. There’s a Con-
fucius quote she cites often: Choose a job 
you love and you will never work a day in 
your life. It’s a cliché, OK, but when Dazzan 
Palmer gets going about Malibu real estate, 
you start to feel like Confucius had a certain 
doe-eyed blonde in mind when he wrote it.

“I love Malibu, I love the people here, and 
I love helping families find homes and be-
gin their lives in this community,” Dazzan 
Palmer says. “I feel so blessed, everyday, to 
do what I do.”

If Dazzan Palmer still sounds a bit awe-
struck that she’s managed to make millions 
doing the thing she loves most– meeting 
and connecting with new people – her rise 
to uber-wealth has come as less of a sur-
prise. The granddaughter of Italian immi-
grants who found success in New York City’s 
produce industry, Dazzan Palmer was born 
with entrepreneurial grit running through 
her veins. After building a successful busi-
ness in the Bronx, Dazzan Palmer’s pater-
nal grandfather purchased more than 22 
ranches in the San Joaquin Valley, where 

FAMILY IS EVERYTHING 
Dazzan Palmer with her 

husband, Jim Palmer, step-
son Jonny Palmer (left) and 
son Sandro Dazzan (right). 

Sandro and Jonny now 
work in real estate as well, 

often closely with Irene.
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Dazzan Palmer’s parents eventually moved 
and Dazzan Palmer was born. Her father 
Luigi worked at her paternal grandfather’s 
business, and often enlisted the young Daz-
zan Palmer to help tend to the ranching op-
eration. It was a wonderful childhood, she 
says, days spent roaming fragrant orchards, 
reading in shady patches under trees. A 
tomboy, Dazzan Palmer soon learned to 
ride a quarter horse, and would spend her 
afternoons galloping through vineyards 
and peach trees.

“I was basically a cowgirl,” Dazzan Palmer 
says.

The women in her family were wonderful 
chefs, and on the weekends her large Ital-
ian American extended family would con-
verge in her family’s dining room to enjoy 
traditional dishes from their native Naples, 
prepared from fresh fruits and vegetables 
just picked on the farm. During these meals 
Dazzan Palmer loved hearing the origin sto-
ry of her family business, how her grandfa-
ther immigrated to Ellis Island in his twen-
ties without a penny to his name and would 
go on to build a thriving company. Fiercely 
independent and entrepreneurially-mind-
ed, even at a young age Dazzan Palmer felt 
a profound drive to follow in his footsteps. 
She didn’t want to rely on her parents mon-
ey, but instead build something of her own.

This set her apart from many women in 
her family, who for generations had opted 
to stay home with the children while their 

husbands worked, like many families at the 
time. However her parents recognized her 
professional drive from an early age, and al-
ways supported it. When she was 14, Dazzan 
Palmer remembers, her father Luigi came 
into her room and offered a prediction

“You’re never going to rely on someone 
else’s money,” he said. “You’re going to get 
straight A’s, you’re going to get your own de-
gree and you’re going to do something well. 
If you do that, you’ll make your first million 
before you’re 21.”

Dazzan Palmer took his words to heart, 
earning top marks throughout high school 
and upon graduation enrolling at UC San-
ta Barbara, with plans to become a lawyer. 
She loved college immediately, everyday 
a new chance to meet interesting people, 

looking for was Malibu.
It was the early 80s and Malibu, still little 

more than a sleepy beach town, was not 
somewhere ambitious 20 year-olds tended 
to fall in love with. But as soon as she saw it, 
something about the community spoke to 
Dazzan Palmer, put her at ease yet excited 
her in a way nowhere had ever done before.

“It was just breathtaking,” she said. “I 
walked the lagoon and Surfrider beach then 
drove up to the mountains and saw a little 
waterfall and I was in love. It had this energy 
that immediately felt so spiritual to me.”

“I thought, ‘This is it,’” Dazzan Palmer re-

calls. “I said ‘I want to live here, I want to 
get married here, I want to raise my family 
here, and I want to make my fortune here.’”

Within a few weeks, she’d accomplished 
this first goal. Combining her lifetime sav-
ings with a small loan from her father, Daz-
zan Palmer purchased a quaint fixer-up-
per on the border of the Pacific Palisades 
and Malibu for a steal, quickly setting to 
work making it a home. By the time she 
was done the bungalow had become her 
dream home, with spacious light-filled 
rooms, spectacular views of the Pacific, and 
the friendliest neighbors she’d ever had. All 
this, and she hadn’t paid much more than 
what equal-sized homes in smog-choked 
west L.A. were going for.

The experience got her thinking—why 
weren’t more people buying in Malibu? 
She thought of how peaceful and happy 

she’d felt since she’d moved here, the joy of 
waking up to the sound of the ocean, being 
constantly surrounded by such dramat-
ic natural beauty. All of a sudden Dazzan 
Palmer got excited, like she had a secret 
she could share with people that would 
make their lives better. Malibu had already 
transformed her life in innumerable ways, 
and she was confident it could transform 
many others. People just needed someone 
to show them.

Dazzan Palmer soon enrolled in real es-
tate classes, and upon earning her license 
joined a small Pacific Palisades outpost of 
real estate firm Fred Sands, which would 
eventually become Coldwell Banker. Her 
portfolio was slim at first, mainly small sin-
gle-family homes, however within months 

to have in-depth conversations and learn 
about the world. Unable to stomach leaving 
Santa Barbara as her freshman year came 
to a close, Dazzan Palmer asked her father if 
he might let her stay through the summer. 
Luigi, true to his word, said that if Dazzan 
Palmer wanted to stay, she’d have to do so 
on her own.

This is how Dazzan Palmer found herself 
working the Clinique makeup counter at 
Robinsons-May that summer, a part-time 
gig for which she had no qualifications or 
even that much enthusiasm, at first. But it 
paid just enough to cover a small apartment 
for the summer, and she imagined might 
offer an opportunity to do one of her favor-
ite things in the world: meet new people. 
She embraced the job with gusto, chatting 
up young high school girls and old society 
women alike, learning their stories as she 
applied creams and toners to their faces. 
She loved the work immediately, and what’s 
more, found that she was really good at it. 
Within a few weeks she was outselling ev-
ery other salesperson in her department, 
and by summer’s end had become one of 
the top Clinique salespeople in California. 
Most importantly, Dazzan Palmer learned a 
profoundly important thing about herself 
that summer: she had a God-given talent 
for sales.

“I just loved talking to the people,” she 
said. “And I learned [during that job] that 
if people like you and they feel like there’s 

trust between you, they’ll buy from you.”
What exactly to do with this acumen, Daz-

zan Palmer still didn’t know. Indeed her ex-
perience at Robinsons-May would soon be 
forgotten as she resumed her studies, grad-
uated college and began to weigh whether 
or not to attend the prestigious law school 
to which she’d been accepted. Ultimately 
Dazzan Palmer opted not to go, choosing 
instead to indulge her insatiable wander-
lust with a post-graduation roadtrip up the 
Southern California coast. 

What she was trying to find on her trip, 
Dazzan Palmer couldn’t exactly say. But only 
a few days in, as her small car emerged from 
the smoke-choked McClure Tunnel in San-
ta Monica onto the PCH, she realized that 
somehow she’d found it. What she’d been 

MALIBU HEART Above left, Dazzan Palmer and her husband Jim pour 
Malibu Vineyards wine at a recent fundraiser for the Malibu Urgent Care at 
Rick Margolis’ estate. Above right, Irene’s son Sandro and grandson Enzo.

BEACH GIRL Dazzan Palmer spends almost every 
morning power walking on the beach.

CLOSEKNIT When she’s not working or helping out in the community, 
Dazzan Palmer spends time with her family.
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BREATHTAKING RETREAT Dazzan Palmer’s Malibu Crest architectural home boasts a pool 
and stunning views of the Pacific from nearly every room.
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she was outselling agents two times her 
age. Selling Malibu real estate, she soon 
realized, combined everything she was 
good at with everything she loved: meeting 
new people, forging deep connections, the 
thrill of closing a sale. Most importantly, 
she truly believed in what she was doing. 
She loved the look people got in their eyes 
when they walked into a home and knew in 
their hearts it was the one, loved watching 
as her clients became as enamored with the 
Malibu community as she was. In a small 
way, she was helping people build and bet-
ter their family’s lives, and she couldn’t get 
enough of that feeling. 

“I put everything I had into real estate 
because I loved it,” Dazzan Palmer said. “I 
worked late into the night. I took every call. 
And I treated everyone with respect.”

Within a year, Dazzan Palmer had sold a 
million dollars worth of property, earning 
her Fred Sands’ ‘Rookie of the Year’.

As the fortune part began to come to-
gether, Dazzan Palmer soon found herself 
achieving another of the dreams she’d had 
that first day she drove through Malibu: she 
began to raise a family here. She married an 
Italian architect and within a year had giv-
en birth to a son, Sandro. Head over heels 
in love with her new child, the thought of 
giving up time with him for her work made 
Dazzan Palmer ill. However the thought of 
sidelining her burgeoning career was just 
as difficult to bare. However Dazzan Palm-

er soon figured out how to do both. Instead 
of dropping Sandro off at daycare or with 
nannies, Dazzan Palmer started to bring 
him to listings and open houses, spending 
quality time with her son as her star in the 
real estate industry continued to rise. 

“Sandro grew up going to work with me,” 
she says.

If anything, Dazzan Palmer found moth-
erhood just drove her to work even harder. 
Within five years of starting her real estate 
career, Dazzan Palmer ranked one of the top 
producers in her entire firm.

It was only then it dawned on Dazzan 
Palmer that she’d achieved exactly what 
she’d promised herself from an early age. 
She’d followed her grandfather’s footsteps, 
building something big for herself relying MM

only on her smarts, without help from any-
one. She had, as her father predicted, made 
her first million before she turned 21.

And what was more, she’d been able to do 
so on her own terms, without giving up the 
family life she’d been dreaming of as well. 
Dazzan Palmer is the kind of person who 
is rarely satisfied with herself, who always 
wants to do more, a symptom of the deeply 
ambitious. Yet as she sat in her large Pacific 
Palisades office that day, her beautiful son 
playing with his toys at her feet, she allowed 
herself, for a moment, to feel proud of her-
self. She was doing what she’d always want-

ed to do; living life on her own terms.
Fast forward twenty years, and Dazzan 

Palmer is still very much living on her own 
terms. She long ago cemented her reputa-
tion as one of the most significant figures 
in Malibu real estate history and one of the 
top brokers in the world. Sought-after for 
her expertise on uber-luxury properties, 
Dazzan Palmer has represented some of 
the most high-profile estates to hit the L.A. 
market and worked with a veritable who’s 
who of A-list celebrities and businessmen. 
A member of the Society of Excellence, a 
prestigious honor extended only to the top 
1% of real estate agents in the country, Daz-
zan Palmer is also the #1 ranked agent for all 
of Coldwell Banker in Malibu. For years she 
has also been a member of the Internation-
al Luxury Alliance, an invite-only consor-
tium of the top 60 agents in the world.

Even more impressive is how she’s been 
able to prioritize family throughout these 
years of tenacious work. Indeed those years 
of bringing a young Sandro to work with 
her would pay off more than she could have 
ever imagined, her son eventually join-
ing her practice upon his graduation from 
UCLA. The two would go on to partner as a 
powerhouse mother/son selling team, be-
coming one of the most well-known and 
successful real estate partners in California. 

“I couldn’t be more proud of him,” Dazzan 
Palmer says. 

Now managing partner of a real estate of-
fice in Malibu, Sandro and Dazzan Palmer 
still love working together to this day, many 
of their properties co-listed together. Her 
stepson, Jonny Palmer, is also about to join 

the family business, currently studying for 
his real estate license while he works as a  
trainee with Dazzan Palmer.

Even her husband of 22 years,  Jim Palmer, 
gets in on the real estate action every once 
in a while. The owner of a very successful 
boutique business accounting firm, Palmer 
got his real estate license a few years ago to 
spend more time with his wife. When he’s 
not in the office or making delicious Malibu 
Vineyard wines, he’ll help on open houses.

Dazzan Palmer knows that it’s a blessed life 
she leads today, getting to do what she loves, 
surrounded by the people she loves. It’s not 
something she takes for granted, nor does 
she the incredible community that’s helped 
get her to where she is. Indeed thirty years 
after moving to Malibu, Dazzan is still as in 
love with her hometown as she was that 
first day she saw it. She’s incredibly active on 
the city’s philanthropic scene, working with 
nonprofits like the Friends of the Malibu 
Urgent Care and the Malibu Farmer’s Mar-
ket’s Annual Pet Adoption event, of which 
she serves as a co-sponsor. 

When she’s not working or helping out in 
the community, chances are Dazzan Palmer 
is at her Malibu Crest estate, a breathtaking 
architectural with stunning views of the Pa-
cific. This is her happy place, where she un-
winds with a glass of Malibu Vineyards wine 
with Jim, whom she calls her best friend 
and soulmate. Both avid travelers, Jim and 
Irene also love vacationing in some of their 

second favorite destinations, (Malibu will 
always be #1) including the Amalfi Coast, St. 
Barts and Aspen

If Dazzan Palmer knew from the moment 
she arrived in Malibu that she would one 
day raise a family and build a fortune here, 
she still can’t quite believe just how much 
success she’s enjoyed in both respects.

“I’m extremely blessed,” she says. “I get 
to watch my grandson grow up and my 
son achieve incredible success and live in 
my dream house with my soulmate. And 
then, every day, I get to introduce new peo-
ple to this community that helped make 
all that happen. There’s nothing more fun 
or rewarding than introducing people to 
the most beautiful and special place in the 
world.”
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25102 MALIBU RD One of 
Dazzan Palmer’s favorite homes 
in her current portfolio is this 
beachfront estate. $18,995,000

21757 CASTLEWOOD This 
stunning Ed Niles 3 bedroom is 
another of her favorite proper-
ties on the market. $4,995,000


