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HAPPY  
PLACE
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DESIGNER BRITT TANER 
CHANNELS THE COLORS, 

STYLE, AND SPIRIT OF THE 
SUNSHINE STATE TO CREATE 

A FAMILY ABODE THAT 
FEELS PERFECTLY AT HOME



LOOK ON THE BRIGHT SIDE
“I love color,” says designer Britt Taner. “Not 

so much on walls, but as accents within a 

space.” The designer’s proclivity toward pops 

of pigment is evident from the home’s 

entrance (opposite), where bright aqua doors 

(painted Arsenic by Farrow & Ball) beckon 

amid stucco walls. In the living room, a white 

backdrop (Pointing by Farrow & Ball) comes 

to life with furniture and fabrics in shades of 

blue, green, and citrus—nods to the home’s 

setting on the Florida coast. 
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WWhen Britt Taner first went to visit her mother in the town of  

Windsor, Florida, it didn’t take long to fall hard. “It was like a play-

ground for our whole family,” Taner says of the planned barrier 

island community just north of Vero Beach. “We immediately 

started dreaming of how we could live here ourselves.” Their wish 

materialized quickly when they slid into a small cottage in town, but 

when their family of six outgrew the abode, Taner started thinking 

more permanently. “We wanted to build a home with future sons-

in-law and grandchildren in mind,” she says.

But for Taner, more space wasn’t the only driver for building 

anew. Hailing from Chicago, the designer found herself drawn to  

a more contemporary aesthetic than the traditional coastal archi-

tecture typically seen in Windsor. “We’ve always been charmed  

by simpler structures,” she says. “So we wanted to do something a 

little different, but that still fit within the aesthetic of the commu-

nity.” To walk the fine line, Taner enlisted Chicago firm Wheeler 

Kearns Architects to devise a plan for four connected but distinct 

pavilion-style structures wrapped around a palm-lined courtyard. 

Inside, the designer parlayed the escapist vibes through bright  

colors, fun fabrics, and an eclectic mix of contemporary and antique 

finds. “I want someone who walks into this home to feel instantly 

happy,” she says. Here’s how Taner styled a modern, cheerful vaca-

tion home to last for generations.

MEET IN THE MIDDLE 

While just a sliver of the home’s square 

footage, the entryway (left) played a crucial 

part in the architectural plan. “The main idea 

was to have this ensemble of buildings, 

almost like a little village,” says Tom Bader, 

principal at Wheeler Kearns Architects. With 

the main house divided into two separate 

pavilions—one for the great room and the 

other housing the kitchen and bedrooms—

the narrow hallway established both 

structures as separate yet connected. “It was 

meant to read like a breezeway or veranda 

between the two,” says Bader. To instantly 

set the Florida tone, Taner furnished the 

space with vintage bamboo mirrors and a 

pair of limestone-topped consoles. 



Fall 2021  COASTAL LIVING  57  

HAVE A SENSE OF PLACE 
As the entertaining heart of the 

home—and the gateway between 

the courtyard and golf course– 

fronted veranda—the voluminous, 

barn-like living room needed some 

cozying up. So Taner turned to her 

surroundings for inspiration. 

“Wherever I’m designing, I like to 

embrace the obvious of that 

location,” she says. Taner’s Florida 

compass led her to a Schumacher 

fabric with a citrus motif, which 

became the basis for the overall 

palette and feel of the room. A pair 

of plush chartreuse loveseats the 

designer inherited front the 

fireplace, while pale blue linen 

seersucker curtains from C&C Milano 

enhance the breezy coastal feel. 

SIZE UP (BUT SUBTLY)
While the home’s 4,120 square feet 

may sound stately, the view from  

the neighboring golf course reveals 

a facade that’s relatively modest in 

size. “The concept of the pavilions 

really helped to break down the 

masses so you don’t get this 

sprawling layout,” says Bader. To 

take advantage of the lot’s vistas of 

live oaks and rolling green, an 

outdoor entertaining space featuring 

a covered loggia and conversation 

set centered on a fire pit runs along 

the length of the home (above).
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EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED 
With four daughters and an eye toward the future, Taner wanted  

a space where the whole crew could pile in for some downtime. 

The family room—which started as “a very large white box,” says 

Taner—delivered the square footage to accommodate the perfect 

10- by 10-foot sectional. To amp up the intimacy, the designer 

covered it in a traditional Cowtan & Tout Bowood print—a motif 

originally slated for a bedroom. “I like to put things in places  

where you wouldn’t really expect them to be,” she says. An eclectic 

mix of mod accents and artwork, coupled with a repeat of the  

floral Bowood pattern on the walls, brings additional elements of 

surprise. “I love matching a wallpaper to a fabric because I find the 

look to be so dramatic yet so simple at the same time,” says Taner. 
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MAKE A WOW MOMENT
Though Taner’s Chicago digs mostly deviate in style compared to 

the Florida house, when it came to the Bulthaup kitchen, the 

designer decided that city and coast can share common ground. 

“They’re almost identical,” Taner says of the two kitchens. “But I just 

loved the simplicity of the cabinetry and the matte finish of the 

surfaces, and thought it would work well here.” The pièce de 

résistance that sets the Florida space apart, however, is the cement 

tile backsplash from Exquisite Surfaces, a “bohemian, almost 

Aztec-feeling” pattern that warms up the mod surroundings.

PUT THE PRINT FIRST 
As a third-generation designer, Taner 

learned a few tricks of the trade from 

family. “My grandmother loved colorful 

fabrics—she would go crazy in a 

Brunschwig & Fils showroom,” she says. 

“I think that’s why I tend to gravitate 

toward starting with a gorgeous fabric 

in my design process.” In the main 

bedroom, a striking Brunschwig & Fils 

find covering the king-size bed 

jump-started the palette and design 

plan. Taner complemented the colorful 

print with natural accents, including 

vintage rattan-and-oak end tables and 

a Phillip Jeffries grasscloth wallpaper 

that stretches onto the vaulted ceilings. 

“ ‘Go big or go home’ is my motto 

when it comes to wallpaper,” she says.  
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“I LOVE THAT WE WERE ABLE TO MAXIMIZE 
SPACE BUT STILL KEEP THE HOUSE INTIMATE 

AND CHARMING. IT’S A VERY SIMPLE  
STRUCTURE THAT, ARCHITECTURALLY, HAS 

MADE A BIG IMPACT ON THE COMMUNITY” 
—BRITT TANER

LIVING THE DREAM
At the center of the home—which includes the main house, a detached 

garage, and pool house arranged in a U-formation—lies the made-for- 

vacation courtyard. Taner and Bader worked with landscape architect 

August Gerard Schwartz and Vero Beach–based Croom Construction to 

complete the vision.


