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Agents harness the power of social media to
generate leads

The VhifW WR digiWal maUkeWing meanV WhaW cRld callV aUe RXW
and TikTRk iV in

DecembeU 6, 2021, 6:00 am B\ BURRklee Han

ShaUe On & 	 � �

When GRgR BeWhke began heU caUeeU in Ueal eVWaWe back in 2011, Whe RRmanian immigUanW felW like
VRcial media ZaV heU Rnl\ RSWiRn WR geneUaWe leadV and clRVe dealV.

ÎI am nRW fURm heUe, VR I had WR figXUe RXW hRZ WR cRnYince VWUangeUV WR bX\ RU Vell a hRXVe
WhURXgh me,Ï BeWhke e[Slained. ÎA lRW Rf SeRSle VXggeVWed cRld calling, bXW I ZaV nRW gRing WR dR
WhaW. FiUVW Rf all, m\ name iV GRgR, VecRnd Rf all I haYe an accenW and WhiUd Rf all IÌm nRW begging
an\Rne fRU WheiU bXVineVV.Ïb

The ne[W RSWiRn ZaV WR fRUm an aUea, Zhich inYRlYeV Sicking a neighbRUhRRd and Vending
SRVWcaUdV, fl\eUV and dRRU knRcking. ÎIÌm a SeWiWe blRnde, IÌm nRW knRcking Rn dRRUV. And I ZaV
bURke VR I [didnÌW haYe] Whe UeVRXUceV needed WR fRUm an aUea,Ï BeWhke Vaid. ÎThen Whe laVW RSWiRn
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ZaV bX\ing leadV fURm ZillRZ and VSending WhRXVandV Rf dRllaUV, Zhich again, I didnÌW haYe Whe
mRne\ fRU.Ï

InVWead, Whe Michigan-baVed eXp agenW cUeaWed heU Facebook bXVineVV Sage VhRUWl\ afWeU
SaVVing heU licenVing e[am in 2011 and named iW ÎGRgRÌV Real EVWaWe.Ï

ÎI Whink iW ZaV eYen befRUe FacebRRk bXVineVV SageV eYen e[iVWed,Ï Vhe Vaid ZiWh a laXgh. ÎI jXVW
VWaUWed ZiWh Whe gRRd, bad and Xgl\ and I jXVW RZned iW. I WRld eYeU\Rne ËHe\, IÌm a bUand neZ
agenW and IÌm leaUning WhiV aV I gR and IÌm gRing WR Wake \RX gX\V Rn Whe Uide WR Vee ZhaW iW WakeV
WR be a RealWRU.Ì I became SUeWW\ gRRd aW VRcial media RXW Rf neceVViW\ becaXVe I had nR RWheU
RSWiRn.Ï

A gURZing nXmbeU Rf agenWV like BeWhke haYe WXUned WR VRcial media WR geneUaWe leadV becaXVe
Whe\ did nRW lRYe Whe idea Rf cRld calling RU dRRU knRcking and Whe\ felW iW ZaV Whe mRVW effecWiYe
Za\ WR Ueach a laUge aXdience.

ÎWhen I VWaUWed, m\ nXmbeU Rne gRal ZaV WR bXild a bUand and Instagram ZaV hRneVWl\ Whe
nXmbeU Rne chRice fRU me,Ï VancRXYeU, Canada-baVed Oakwyn Realty agenW Kim Lee Vaid. ÎI
VWaUWed WhUee \eaUV agR Zhen I VWaUWed in Ueal eVWaWe and m\ gRal ZaV WR bXild a bUand WR helS
cRnnecW ZiWh neZ clienWV and WR make VXUe SaVW clienWV UemembeU me. I ZaV hRSing SeRSle
ZRXld UemembeU me and keeS me WRS Rf mind fRU Whe fXWXUe.Ï

A personality for every platform
TheUe iV nR VhRUWage Rf VRcial media RSWiRnV and man\ agenWV, like Lee, haYe WXUned WR
InVWagUam. OWheUV aUe finding WhaW Whe\ can make Whe mRVW RXW Rf WheiU SUeVence Rn an\ SlaWfRUm
b\ XWili]ing Whem fRU diffeUenW aVSecWV Rf WheiU bXVineVV.

OYeU half Rf RealWRUV Vaid WhaW VRcial media ZaV WheiU WRS lead-geneUaWing WechnRlRg\ WRRl,
accRUding WR an OcWRbeU VXUYe\bUeSRUWbfURm WhebNational Association of Realtors. The mRVW
SRSXlaU VRcial media aSS amRng Whe UandRm VamSle Rf RealWRUV VXUYe\ed ZaVbFacebRRk, ZiWh
90% Rf UeVSRndenWV UeSRUWing Whe\ XVed Whe aSS, fRllRZed b\bInVWagUambaW 52% andbLinkedInbaW
48%.

BRVWRn-baVed Coldwell Banker agenW RicaUdR RRdUigXe]ÌV VRcial media SlaWfRUmV Rf chRice aUe
InVWagUam and LinkedIn, alWhRXgh he RUiginall\ VWaUWed Rn FacebRRk.

ÎInVWagUam and LinkedIn haYe becRme SaUamRXnW WR RXU lead geneUaWiRn,Ï RRdUigXe] Vaid. ÎThe\
haYe been Ueall\ effecWiYe in Whe lX[XU\ maUkeW and neZ cRnVWUXcWiRn VegmenWV.Ï

UVing LinkedIn haV been a gUeaW Za\ WR cRnnecW ZiWh bXildeUV and deYelRSeUV, Zhile InVWagUam
caWeUV iWVelf Zell WR VhaUing glRVV\ ShRWRV Rf lX[XU\ liVWingV, RRdUigXe] Vaid. DeVSiWe WheVe
diffeUenceV, RRdUigXe] and hiV Weam VhaUe mRVW Rf WheiU cRnWenW acURVV bRWh SlaWfRUmV.

BeWhke alVR VhaUeV VimilaU cRnWenW acURVV all Rf heU VRcial media SlaWfRUmV, bXW Vhe WailRUV Whe
SRVWV and cRnWenW WR VXiW Whe diffeUenW fRllRZingV Vhe haV Rn each SlaWfRUm. HeU FacebRRk iV
mRVWl\ made XS Rf lRcal Michigan hRmebX\eUV and VelleUV, Zhile heU LinkedIn haV a lRW Rf RWheU
agenWV and Ueal eVWaWe SURfeVViRnalV and heU InVWagUam iV a mi[ Rf bRWh.
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ÎYRX haYe WR be SURfeVViRnal ZiWh LinkedIn,Ï BeWhke Vaid. ÎYRX aUenÌW gRing WR Vee ShRWRV Rf me
haYing a SaUW\ ZiWh RXU Ueal eVWaWe Weam Rn WheUe, WhaW gReV Rn InVWagUam, and FacebRRk iV
VRmeZheUe in beWZeen.Ï

ZachaU\ ScheU, an agenW ZiWh Signature Premium Properties ZiWh RYeU 86,000 InVWagUam
fRllRZeUV, haV a VimilaU gUadaWiRn in Whe SURfeVViRnaliVm Rf hiV cRnWenW ZiWh FacebRRk being Whe
mRVW fRUmal and TikTok being Whe mRVW infRUmal.

ÎIW iV mRUe Vill\ VWXff,Ï ScheU Vaid. ÎYRX can haYe mRUe fXn ZiWh iW. IW iV definiWel\ ZheUe I can bUing
mRUe Rf m\ SeUVRnaliW\ RXW. YRX can jXVW be a liWWle leVV SURfeVViRnal and iW iV mRUe acceSWable
Whan ZhaW SeRSle e[SecW Rn a FacebRRk bXVineVV Sage.Ï

While XVing VRcial media mighW Veem like a VimSle maUkeWing VWUaWeg\, WheUe iV, in facW, a lRW fRU
agenWV WR cRnVideU. One Rf Whe biggeVW challengeV man\ agenWV face iV finding Whe UighW balance
beWZeen SeUVRnal and SURfeVViRnal cRnWenW.

Becca SXmmeUV, a PURYR, UWah-baVed Keller Williams agenW, ZhRVe FacebRRk Sage haV RYeU
21,000 likeV, Vaid WhaW Vhe WUieV WR keeS an 80/20 UaWiR Rf bXVineVV WR SeUVRnal cRnWenW.

ÎI ZRUk ZiWh m\ hXVband, VR m\ SeUVRnal and m\ bXVineVV aUe faiUl\ inWeUWZined, bXW Ze WU\ nRW WR
SRVW WhaW mXch abRXW RXU kidV Rn Whe bXVineVV Sage,Ï SXmmeUV Vaid. ÎBXW I Whink VRcial media in
geneUal iV mRUe abRXW Whe SeUVRn and nRW neceVVaUil\ Whe bXVineVV becaXVe WhaW iV ZhaW SeRSle
Ueall\ ZanW WR cRnnecW ZiWh.Ï

HRZeYeU, agenWV like TRSeka, KanVaV-baVed K\lie EdingWRn, Vee WhingV a liWWle diffeUenWl\.

ÎYRX canÌW Ueall\ VeSaUaWe Whe bXVineVV and Whe SeUVRnal in Ueal eVWaWe,Ï EdingWRn Vaid. ÎI ZanW m\
clienWV WR Vee me aV a Ueal SeUVRn. If \RX VhaUe WhingV abRXW \RXU kidV RU \RXU dRgV, WhaW makeV
\RX mRUe UelaWable.Ï

Century 21 agenW DeYan WeiVVeU haV Veen an inWeUeVWing WUend deYelRS Rn heU VRcial media
SageV.

ÎM\ SeUVRnal SRVWV SeUfRUm Za\ beWWeU Whan m\ bXVineVV RneV,Ï WeiVVeU Vaid. ÎIf I jXVW SRVW a
ShRWR Rf a hRXVe RU VRme beaXWifXl d«cRU, iW dReVnÌW geW mXch and WhRVe aUe Whe SRVW I Ueall\
haYe WR SURmRWe becaXVe Whe\ aUe Whe haUdeVW WR incUeaVe Ueach Rn.Ï

Ale[andUa Biega and RRb KilgRUe Rf Whe BRVWRn-baVed Biega + Kilgore Team haYe RbVeUYed a
VimilaU WUend.

ÎWe geW Whe mRVW engagemenW Zhen Ze SRVW SicWXUeV Rf RXUVelYeV,Ï Biega Vaid. ÎIf \RX lRRk aW RXU
InVWagUam UighW nRZ WhRXgh, iW iV SURbabl\ mRVWl\ liVWingV, VR Ze acWXall\ need WR geW beWWeU aW
WhaW. BXW I ZRXld Va\ RXU lead geneUaWiRn iV SURbabl\ higheVW Zhen Ze SRVW a neZ liVWing.Ï

WeiVVeU belieYeV WhaW heU mRUe SeUVRnal SRVWV SeUfRUm beWWeU becaXVe Whe\ helS SeRSle geW WR
knRZ heU.

ÎIW haV alZa\V been a UelaWiRnVhiS bXVineVV, eYen befRUe VRcial media,Ï RRdUigXe] Vaid. ÎSRcial
media iV jXVW a neZ WRRl fRU XV WR XVe WR VRciali]e and cRnnecW. The SeUVRnal cRnWenW alZa\V dReV
e[acWl\ WhaW, iW cUeaWeV a cRnnecWiRn WR Whe aXdience.Ï
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AlWhRXgh RRdUigXe] acknRZledgeV WhaW hiV VRcial media fRllRZingV cRXld be laUgeU, he iV cRnWenW
ZiWh Whe fRllRZeUV he dReV haYe.

ÎI haYe nR inWeUeVW in haYing milliRnV Rf fRllRZeUV becaXVe Whe\ aUenÌW gRing WR be WheUe fRU m\
bXVineVV,Ï he e[Slained. ÎI ZanW fRllRZeUV ZhR acWXall\ like ZhaW IÌm dRing and ZhR ZanW WR haYe
a UelaWiRnVhiS ZiWh m\ cRnWenW and m\ bXVineVV.Ï

Building a book of business one ‘like’ at a time
CUeaWing VWURng UelaWiRnVhiSV WhURXgh VRcial media haV been a ShenRmenal bRRVW WR RRdUigXe]ÌV
bXVineVV.

ÎWe VWaUWed heaYil\ inYeVWing in RXU VRcial media abRXW fRXU \eaUV agR and aURXnd WhaW Wime I gRW
m\ fiUVW lead WhaW I kneZ came diUecWl\ fURm VRcial media becaXVe Whe SeUVRn called me and
Vaid, ËI haYe been fRllRZing \RX Rn FacebRRk and I lRYe ZhaW \RX dR fRU \RXU liVWingV. Can Ze
meeW?ÌÏ RRdUigXe] e[Slained. ÎNRZ jXVW WhiV \eaU alRne Ze aUe lRRking aW VRmeZheUe aURXnd $180
milliRn ZRUWh Rf leadV WhaW haYe SUeWW\ mXch e[clXViYel\ been geneUaWed WhURXgh InVWagUam and
LinkedIn.Ï

NRW all VRcial media-dUiYen leadV Zill cRnYeUW inWR ValeV, bXW Whe agenWV ZhR VSRke WR
HousingWire Vaid WhaW Whe Wime and mRneWaU\ inYeVWmenW iV beWWeU Whan mRUe WUadiWiRnal meanV
Rf lead geneUaWiRn, VR Whe\ feel WhaW leVV iV lRVW if a lead iV nRW VXcceVVfXll\ cRnYeUWed.

ÎWe dR UXn FacebRRk adV WR geneUaWe leadV WhaW aUe a liWWle cRldeU,Ï SXmmeUV Vaid. ÎThe\ aUe nRW
TXiWe aV VXcceVVfXl aW geWWing WhURXgh Whe cRnYeUViRn SURceVV. I haYe a lRW mRUe VXcceVV in Whe
RneV WhaW aUe cRnYeUWed WhURXgh jXVW fRllRZing Whe Sage and cRmmenW and engage ZiWh RXU
cRnWenW.Ï

WeiVVeU, ZhR VSendV URXghl\ $1,000 SeU mRnWh WR UXn InVWagUam adV, feelV WhaW Whe cRVW iV ZRUWh
iW.

ÎEYen if I cRnYeUW Rne SeUVRn SeU mRnWh fURm InVWagUam, iW Sa\V fRU iWVelf,Ï Vhe Vaid.

While BeWhke haV neYeU UXn Said adYeUWiVemenWV fRU heU VRcial media SRVWV, RUiginall\ dXe WR lack
Rf fXndV and WheVe da\V dXe Rn SUinciSle, Vhe dReV acknRZledge WheiU XWiliW\.

ÎTheUe iV nR Za\ WR be an RYeUnighW VXcceVV ZiWh VRcial media,Ï BeWhke Vaid. ÎIW WakeV VRme Wime
and a lRW Rf effRUW and cRnViVWenc\ WR eaUn SeRSleÌV WUXVW, bXW if \RX ZanW WR VSeed XS Whe Wime iW
Zill Wake, I Whink iW iV gUeaW WR UXn adV. JXVW $25 inYeVWed inWR iW can gR a lRng Za\.Ï

CUeaWing TXaliW\ cRnWenW WhaW fRUmeU clienWV and SURVSecWiYe hRmebX\eUV and VelleUV ZanW WR
inWeUacW ZiWh iV a Wime-cRnVXming SURceVV. And in Ueal eVWaWe, Wime iV mRne\.b

SXmmeUV deYRWeV aW leaVW fRXU hRXUV each mRUning dedicaWed WR cRnWenW cUeaWiRn and VRcial
media managemenW. US in VancRXYeU, Lee WakeV a VimilaU aSSURach and VeWV aVide Rne da\ a
mRnWh fRU cRnWenW cUeaWiRn.

BXW man\ RWheU agenWV Wake a mRUe flXid aSSURach.
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Leave a Reply
YRXU email addUeVV Zill nRW be SXbliVhed. ReTXiUed fieldV aUe maUked *

Comment

RRdUigXe] likeV WR haYe a mi[ Rf glRVV\ SURfeVViRnal imageV Rf SURSeUWieV he iV liVWing and mRUe
infRUmal cRnWenW VhRW Rn hiV cell ShRne.

ÎIWÌV YeU\ eaV\ WR jXVW SXll RXW \RXU cell ShRne and dR a TXick liWWle YideR Rf Whe YieZ RU Whe kiWchen
and Va\ a feZ ZRUdV abRXW iW,Ï RRdUigXe] e[Slained. ÎSR I Whink iWÌV jXVW mRUe a maWWeU Rf
incRUSRUaWing \RXU VRcial media inWR \RXU VchedXle YeUVXV WU\ing WR caUYe RXW addiWiRnal Wime. I
Whink Rnce \RX geW inWR a URXWine, iW becRmeV SaUW Rf \RXU eYeU\ da\.Ï

Sean CRchUan, an eXS agenW in IllinRiV XVeV a VimilaU VWUaWeg\.

ÎI keeS a UXnning liVW Rf diffeUenW YideR ideaV Rn m\ ShRne,Ï CRchUan e[Slained. ÎI VhRXld be dRing
aW leaVW Rne YideR a da\, bXW iW dReVnÌW alZa\V ZRUk WhaW Za\. BXW I jXVW dR WhingV Zhen I haYe Wime.
If I am ViWWing in m\ caU beWZeen aSSRinWmenWV and haYe 30 minXWeV, IÌll VWick m\ ShRne Rn Whe
daVhbRaUd and dR VRmeWhing When.Ï

Dinosaurs and the social media meteor 
IW haV been RYeU a decade Vince heU fiUVW fRUa\ inWR Whe ZRUld Rf Ueal eVWaWe VRcial media and
BeWhke haV RYeU 7,600 likeV Rn heU FacebRRk Sage and RYeU 59,800 fRllRZeUV Rn InVWagUam. AfWeU
fUeTXenWl\ being aVked fRU adYice Rn hRZ WR gURZ VRcial media fRllRZingV, BeWhke laXnched heU
RZn edXcaWiRn SURgUam called GRgRÌV BRRWcamS, Zhich iV deVigned WR Weach agenWV hRZ WR
leYeUage WheiU VRcial media SUeVence WR geneUaWe leadV.

BeWhke feelV WhaW agenWVÌ need fRU a VWURng VRcial media SUeVence Zill Rnl\ gURZ.

ÎWiWhRXW VRcial media Whe\ aUe gRing WR be a dinRVaXU,Ï BeWhke Vaid. ÎIW iV nR lRngeU an RSWiRn, iW iV
a mXVW. FRU \RXngeU MillennialV and Gen ZÌeUV, if \RX dRnÌW e[iVW Rn VRcial media When \RX jXVW
dRnÌW e[iVW. The\ aUenÌW gRing WR call \RX, bXW Whe\ Zill DM \RX and VeW XS an aSSRinWmenW.Ï

AlWhRXgh BeWhke acknRZledgeV WhaW laXnching \RXU VRcial media can be a biW RYeUZhelming, Vhe
VXggeVWV Sicking Rne SlaWfRUm WR VWaUW ZiWh and WR UemembeU ZhaW \RX aUe Velling.

ÎYRX dRnÌW Vell Ueal eVWaWe, \RX Vell \RXUVelf and \RXU VeUYiceV becaXVe nR Rne Zill Sa\ aWWenWiRn WR
a ËjXVW liVWedÌ SRVW if Whe\ dRnÌW knRZ ZhR iV liVWing Whe hRXVe.Ï


