STILLSTANDING

THE BACK BAY IS
HAVING A MOMENT

CRACKED

A COLD CASE GETS
ITS RECKONING

HOLDING THE LINE

ONE NEIGHBORHOOD’ S
FIGHT FOR ITS SOUL

EVERYTHING MUST GO

INSIDE BOSTON’S
ESTATE SALES BOOM
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oston’s had a rough go lately. Over the past 12 months, the federal government has taken a
sledgehammer to the city's very foundation, freezing or canceling NIH grants, stripping
universities of funding, and basically deciding that the institutions the city spent a century
building are, in fact, the problem. After that kind of attack, we had every reason to cry uncle.

Not a chance.

Mayor Michelle Wu won reelection by 93 percent—after her opponent, seeing the writing on the wall,
withdrew before Election Day. Tens of thousands marched on the Common. Scientists pushed back.
Lawyers filed lawsuits. Then, Patriots coach Mike Vrabel and quarterback Drake Maye clinched the AFC
Championship and gave the city its first Super Bowl appearance in seven years.

The Patriots didn't start the fire, but they sure fed it. By late January, a city that had spent months
refusing to fold had one more reason to believe in itself. As if to underline the point, the rest of the world
is literally coming here to see us in action. That didn't happen by accident. This summer, Boston hosts the
FIFA World Cup, the Tall Ships, and the 250th anniversary of the nation’s founding—the result of years of
work by the leaders, dealmakers, and civic builders you'll find on the pages ahead. It's the most
consequential season this city has seen in generations. The city that refused to fold is about to throw the

party of a lifetime—and the people who made it possible are all on this list.

Which brings us, as it does every year, to the question of who, exactly, is running this town. Each year, we
set out to highlight the people shaping how Boston lives, works, thinks, and feels. This year, more than
most, that meant finding the people who held the line—and the ones who drew new ones. Here are the
top 150. Argue with us if you'd like—we're counting on it. —David Bernstein

Additional reporting by Siena Griffin, McKenna Johnson, Abigail Pritchard, and Jonathan Soroff
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Ricardo Rodriguez
FOUNDER AND PRINCIPAL BROKER, RICARDO
RODRIGUEZ & ASSOCIATES

— 1,000+ new-construction units sold
—+ $3 million+ in philanthropic
contributions

Rodriguez arrived in Boston from
Colombia with $25 in his pocket and
taught himself English. Now with
more than $4 billion in career sales
and Coldwell Banker's No. 1 large team
iIn New England, his rags-to-riches arc
IS as New Boston as it gets—
multimillion-dollar penthouses,
Commonwealth Shakespeare
philanthropy, and a podcast called
Tequila Chats whose guest list reads
like Boston's power index.



