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Power

Young,
Diverse
& Taking
Over
25 Visionaries
On the Rise

COUSIN 
STIZZ

RACHAEL 
ROLLINS

ROGER 
LAU

TIFFANI 
FAISON
KASSIA

DAVIS
KIRAN

SMITH
RICARDO

RODRIGUEZ
AND 

MORE

Making Moves: 
Trillfit founder 
Heather White  

is building a  
wellness empire 
where everyone 

belongs.

New
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The Powers That Will Be

 For decades, power
has been static in Boston,

and mostly gray-haired
and male. But lately,

a new power structure
is emerging, one that’s

bolder, younger, and
more diverse than

ever. From hip-hop
artists to film producers,

podcasters to rising
political superstars,

these 28 heavy hitters
have never appeared

on Boston’s power list
before—but we’re

betting they’ll continue
to shake up the city for

years to come.

BOSTON POWER 2019

PORTRAITS BY DIANA LEVINEBY DAVID S. BERNSTEIN
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Meghna
Chakrabarti
WHO IS SHE? The calmly inquisitive voice emerg-
ing from millions of speakers over some 290 radio 
stations every Monday through Thursday morn-
ing as host of NPR’s On Point live call-in talk show, 
produced at Boston University–owned WBUR.
REMINDS US OF: Chris Lydon, journalist and for-
mer host of The Connection—another nationally 
syndicated WBUR production that brought Boston-
informed intellectual curiosity to millions.
HOW SHE IS MAKING HER MARK: Chosen last 
summer to take over after the firing of Tom Ash-
brook under a cloud of #MeToo allegations, 
Chakrabarti now hosts an influential national 
show after nearly 20 years spent reporting for 
WBUR, most notably as cohost of Radio Boston. 
But she remains dedicated to life here. “One of 
the unexpected benefits of being on On Point is 
that it’s increased my love and appreciation for 
living in Boston,” Chakrabarti says. “Hearing 
the challenges that people are facing in different 
parts of the country, I think to myself, My God, I 
am really lucky to be living here.”
HOW SHE CRACKED INTO BOSTON’S POWER 
STRUCTURE: She didn’t expect to. While born 
here, Chakrabarti was raised on the West Coast. 
When she entered a graduate program at Harvard 
in 1999, she says, “I actually thought I was going 
to do my couple of years here and then head back 
out West.” Instead, she stayed, and even though 
Boston in many ways fit its reputation as flinty, 
tough, and parochial, she found that “working at 
WBUR gave me entrée into people’s lives, their 
stories, their issues, that I probably wouldn’t have 
had otherwise.”
WHERE SHE SEES HERSELF IN FIVE YEARS: 
“I hope this doesn’t sound too saccharine,” 
Chakrabarti says. “I want to be continuing to 
deliver something valuable to people who hear 
me, or who read my work. I’ve been really lucky 
that the platforms I’ve been given access to, to try 
to deliver that value, have grown over time. So I 
don’t know what the next platform’s going to be, 
but the goal is going to be the same.”

THE PLACE-MAKER 

Ricardo Rodriguez
Real estate agent, Ricardo Rodriguez & Associates

“I am the quintessential immigrant story. 
I came from Colombia with $25 in my 
pocket,” Rodriguez says. Flash-forward  
25 years, and Boston-based Rodriguez is 
the top Latino agent in the U.S. by sales vol-
ume, bringing in more than $130 million in 
2017. While connecting the city’s top tal-
ent with homes that keep them here is a 
major part of Rodriguez’s Coldwell Banker–
affiliated business, he’s also dedicated to 
helping working-class families find prosper-
ity: In March, he led a presentation about 
building wealth through homeownership in 
Lawrence. “I’ve always tried to honor what 
I’ve come from, and build a better life for 
myself and others,” Rodriguez says.
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CITY HALL’S WATCHDOG

Pam Kocher
PRESIDENT, BOSTON 
MUNICIPAL RESEARCH BUREAU
For decades, City Hall followed the pro-
nouncements of Sam Tyler, former presi-
dent of Boston’s most important watchdog 
group, like Delphic oracles. Now Kocher—
who previously did municipal oversight for 
Governor Charlie Baker—is advising the city 
on finances, efficiency, and best practices 
as BMRB’s leader. Since assuming the role 
in early March, Kocher has offered words 
of caution to Mayor Marty Walsh, recom-
mending he tighten the purse strings after 
a payroll increase in 2018. In other words, 
she’ll deliver “tough love when needed,” she 
says, but prefers cooperation: “This city is 
a dynamic ecosystem, and there are lots of 
pieces that need to work together.”

CORPORATE TRAILBLAZER

Roger Crandall
CHAIRMAN, PRESIDENT, AND  
CEO, MASSACHUSETTS MUTUAL 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY
Crandall has a plan to ensure Bostonians 
know this Springfield-based Fortune 100 
company is making big moves. Step one: 
Dramatically expand MassMutual’s foot-
print with a $240 million Seaport build-
ing, now under construction. Step two: Set 
an example for other employers by offer-
ing generous benefits, including 18 weeks 
of fully paid maternity leave. Step three: 
Flaunt the business’s values by supporting 
ballot issues such as last year’s campaign 
to preserve transgender equality. Crandall 
is also inserting himself into Boston’s civic 
leadership circles by joining the board of 
directors of the Federal Reserve Bank of 
Boston and investing in local startups.

EQUITY ADVOCATE

Tanisha Sullivan
PRESIDENT, NAACP OF BOSTON
Since taking the reins of the country’s 
oldest NAACP branch in late 2016, Sul-
livan has used a balance of collaboration 
and criticism to pull Boston’s institutions 
forward in diversity, inclusion, equity, and 
justice—particularly City Hall, which Sul-
livan works closely with but also slammed 
in a harsh “report card” on Walsh’s perfor-
mance in areas such as economic devel-
opment and public safety. The recent 
announcement that the NAACP will hold 
its 2020 annual convention in Boston 
ensures that Sullivan will be an influential 
figure in both national and local conversa-
tions about race. “I believe [Boston] has 
everything we need to solve our problems 
with race,” she says. “We just need to put 
the pieces together.”

Ricardo Rodriguez



