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THE DETAILS
Main House Built in 1881

Guest Cottage built in 1876

Event Venue Completed 2021

Living Area Restoration Completed 2021

This impeccably restored property is the perfect representation of true love in the 1800s. While living in what is now the
cottage, John Markward, a German merchant built the main house for the love of his life and married her on the front

steps in 1881. Sitting on 18 acres in Lampasas, TX, approximately 1 hr outside of Austin, this property is a fantastic
opportunity to own an extravagant and unique income-generating venue on the northeastern edge of the Texas Hill
Country.A newly renovated event barn overlooks century-old oak trees and a stock pond. Whether it is admiring the

beautiful Texas sunsets on the porch of the barn, playing games on the lawn, or appreciating the exquisite architecture
and craftsmanship of John Markward himself, there are a variety of ways for guests to enjoy their time at the Adelphia.

Kathryn Scarborough 
Real Estate Group

THE EXTRAS
Subzero Refrigerator and Freezer

Viking Stove

Washer and Dryer

Tables & Chairs for Event Space



Immerse yourself in the rich history of this impeccable restored home and estate. Reminiscent of
Fredericksburg, this charming 1800s stone house and cottage tell a story of history, romance, and

restoration. While living in what is now the 3-bedroom & 2 bathroom cottage, John Markward, a German
merchant built the main house for the love of his life, Adelphia, and married her on the front steps in

1881. The cottage has also been restored to perfection. It is separated from the main house by a courtyard,
with beautiful views of the pond with its wildlife visitors and amazing sunsets. Huge century-old oak

trees surround the structures and are subtly illuminated in the evening and through the night.
 

As you enter the main home, the 14-foot ceilings take your breath away. Throughout this impressive
historical home, you can't help but notice the details John Markward included for Adelphia. Typical of

1800’s German architecture, the nearly symmetrical main house features two entryways, one of which had
been used for business and the other for the residence. After being fully converted to a residence and
named after the woman he loved, The Adelphia offers an elegant front living room equipped with a

functioning fireplace, a spacious study, two bedrooms with an optional third bedroom or bonus room,
two and one-half baths, and an exceptional kitchen, fitting for the most passionate of chefs. Any culinary
connoisseur will appreciate the finest in kitchen appliances from Viking, Sub-Zero, and Bosch, as well as
the stunning Luminescence Quartzite counters. If you need a break from the cooking or to visit with a

friend, enjoy the intimate "sanctuary" just off the kitchen.
 

As you venture upstairs, the space transforms from the time-appropriate 1800s charm to a welcoming
modern bonus room with a built-in queen bed, full bathroom, and entertainment space. At night, the

moonlight provides a gentle glow through four dormer windows.
 

Sitting on 18 acres in Lampasas, TX, and approximately 1 hr outside of Austin, this property is a fantastic
opportunity to own an extravagant and unique income-generating venue on the northeastern edge of the

Texas Hill Country. A newly renovated event barn, featuring two huge television screens, a fully
appointed warming kitchen, three bathrooms, four stunning chandeliers, and full climate control. The

porch on the west side extends the length of the building and is accessible through large glass sliding barn
doors that offer views of the gorgeous Texas sunsets, framed by the massive century-old heritage oak

trees, a giant manicured lawn as well as a stock pond. 
 

Whether it is admiring the beautiful Texas sunsets on the porch of the barn, playing games on the lawn,
or appreciating the exquisite architecture and craftsmanship of John Markward himself, there are a

variety of ways for guests to enjoy their time at the Adelphia.
 
 
 

The Adelphia has earned placement on the National Register of Historic Homes.



John Marquardt immigrated to the US in 1852 at the age of 17. His name was
anglicized to Markward. This was common for many germans because they either
had to join the Prussian army or leave. John was the youngest son and his mother

did not want to lose all of her kids in battle. He came to the US through Indianola
which was a famous port on the Texas coast. 



John went  to  Cuero  where  he  was  a

trader  and merchant .  He l ived  in

Cuero  br ie f ly  before  sett l ing  in

Lampasas  in  1856 .  To make  money ,  he

and a  couple  of  f r iends  loaded up a

wagon fu l l  o f  bacon and drove  i t  to

Shreveport ,  Louis iana ,  and so ld  i t  for  a

s izeable  prof i t .  They  used that  money

to  purchase  tobacco  which  they

brought  back to  Lampasas  and so ld  for

an even larger  prof i t .  

He took that  money  and s tarted  a

merchant i le  on the  square  at  509  East

3rd  Street  where  Jones  F lor i s t  i s

current ly  located .  He ca l led  i t  the

Markward Mercant i le .  

Whi le  bui ld ing  hi s  bus iness  he  l ived  in

the  Star  Hote l  (now the  Keystone  Star

Hote l )  for  three  years .  

After  3  years ,  John had saved up

enough money  to  buy  some land .  He

went  to  h i s  f r iend from the  war ,  Major

Mart in  White ,  and asked i f  he  knew of

some land he  could  buy .  Major  White

of fered  to  se l l  John 18 .47  acres  of  h i s

land .

The Life of
John Markward



John purchased the 18 acres and began building
a small cottage. This 3-room cottage is now the

guest cottage.

Originally, the cottage consisted of a kitchen with a
root cellar (cooling pantry) on the far left, a dining
room in the middle, and his bedroom on the right

side of the house. Today the cottage features 2
bedrooms, a living area and 2 bathrooms. 

THE COTTAGE



Markward had become
friends with Major Martin

White, purchased land
next to his, and built the

small, four-room house, in
1875. Although older, he
fell in love with Martin's

daughter, Adelphia. 
Now whether fact or

fiction, the story goes that
she refused to marry him.
He promised to build her
their dream home if she

would consider it. In 1880
he began construction of
the beautiful larger home
which was completed in
1881. On its completion

she married him, thus the
new name "The Adelphia".



German architecture at the time was very
symmetrical. As you can see from these photos, the
Adelphia was completely symmetrical.  Also, not
uncommon, if you worked out of your house you

had two separate entrances. Left was an office, right
was a residence. You can tell which side was which

because the home side had frosted glass in the
window of the front door.  

 

CONSTRUCTION



After the completion of Adelphia's dream home, they continued to
use the cottage as their kitchen and dining area. 

The limestone used to build the cottage and main house came from the
property. The builder that John Markward worked with was the same

builder that Martin White used when he built his house. 



Additions & Remodels



Over time, rooms were
added to the originally
symmetrical building. 

The rooms were added to
the back of the building

at separate times. 

Three back bedrooms were
added in the 1800s after they
began having children. The

sanctuary was added in 1901.
We do not know its intended

purpose. Lastly, the
bathrooms were added.

When these bathrooms were
added, it closed off the two

back doors.

ADDITIONS



In the 1960s, a couple bought the property and remodeled it. During the remodel,
they removed a stone wall with the fireplace and an additional door between the

primary bedroom and the back bedroom. The remnants of that wall are still under
the home. The couple also removed the wall that separated the back bedroom from

the hallway. 
 

Closets were added in the bedrooms and in the hallway and in doing so, they took
out the wall with a fireplace and door between what is now the study and the
kitchen. The wall was moved a few feet back into the office area to expand the

kitchen. A hallway was created between the kitchen and the study. If you look right
in front of the stove, you can see where they filled in flooring over the top of the

original wall- remnants of which are still under the house. 
 

When adding kitchen appliances, they covered up two windows in the kitchen.
Paneling and cabinets in the sanctuary covered two windows and the ceiling was

dropped to 8 ft. This was used as their laundry room. 
 

R E M O D E L S  O V E R
T H E  Y E A R S  

There were originally 3 chimneys. They had fireplaces in each of the rooms (between
the 2 bedrooms on the left side of the house, between the 2 bedrooms on the right,
and one in the living room in the middle of the house). A 4th chimney was added

when they made the addition of the back bedroom. 



The Home as Purchased in 2019



EXTERIOR



THE LAUNDRY ROOM
TURNED SANCTUARY

THE KITCHEN PRIOR 
TO UPDATES

THE PRIMARY BEDROOM TURNED BONUS
ROOM, COMPLETELY GUTTED AND

REMODELED 



The kitchen and the dining rooms had 3/4 in plywood, red brick linoleum, 3/4 in concrete,
and 3/4 in Saltillo tile. The current owner removed everything down to the original pine
flooring which was completely restored in 2020. 

The cottage had 3/4 in plywood, 3/4 in red brick linoleum, and carpet on top. Most of the
original flooring was not salvageable but was completely replaced with 1800s antique pine
flooring. The salvageable wood from the cottage was moved to the main house to repair any
damaged boards during the restoration process. 

FLOORING TRANSFORMATION:
THREE INCHES OF PLYWOOD, LINOLEUM, CONCRETE, 

AND SALTILLO TILE REMOVED.



THE EVENT BARN:
BEHIND THE SCENES

W h i l e  w e d d i n g s  a n d  e v e n t s  w e r e  s t i l l  h e l d  i n  t h e
b a r n  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e ,  e x t e n s i v e  r e n o v a t i o n s  w e r e
c o m p l e t e d  i n  2 0 2 0  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  v e n u e  t h a t  w o u l d
b e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  l o v e  s t o r y  t h a t

u n f o l d e d  i n  t h e  1 8 0 0 s .
 
 

T h e  A d e l p h i a  n o w  b o a s t s  a n  e v e n t  b a r n  a n d  v e n u e
t h a t  i s  a s  b e a u t i f u l  a s  t h e  s t o r y  w h i c h  i t  d e r i v e d

i t s  n a m e  f r o m -  T h e  s t o r y  o f  J o h n  M a r k w a r d  a n d
A d e l p h i a  F r a n c i s  W h i t e .



The Creation of The Adelphia:
Rennovations from 2019-2022



THE THIRD 
BEDROOM/BONUS ROOM

The upstairs bedroom/bonus room was completely
gutted and remodeled with new carpet and paint. Two
new walls were built to separate the bathroom. All new

plumbing and electrical were installed to account for the
changes made during the remodel. 



FLOORING
TRANSFORMATION:

 
After the removal of 3

inches of plywood,
concrete, saltillo tile, and

linoleum, these 1800s
pine floors were fully

restored to their original
beauty over the course of

several weeks. 



THE KITCHEN

A complete renovation of the kitchen allowed for an
expansion, updated top-of-the-line stainless steel

appliances, new quartzite countertops, as well as beautiful
pine flooring and stained cabinetry. 



THE SANCTUARY

FORMERLY THE LAUNDRY ROOM



The door into the bathroom was originally an exterior door
opening onto a porch. The stone wall on the left was an

exterior wall and the mirror sits in an opening that was a
window looking into the back bedroom. During an extensive
renovation, the bathroom flooring was replaced, sheetrock

was removed to reveal the stunning stone walls, and updated
bathroom features, including the toilet, tub, vanity, shower,

and light fixtures.
 
 

PRIMARY BATHROOM



THE 
COTTAGE

2 BEDROOMS

LIVING AREA

EXTERIOR



THE VENUE
3 inches of the colored slab were poured and leveled over the existing slab.
The ceiling was spray foamed and painted black. All new air conditioning

and heat were installed as well as plumbing and electrical wiring. A storage
room was added to the side of the event barn. 53 pallets of zoysia grass

were laid in front of the party barn and are completely irrigated. Cactus
and hackberries were removed to restore natural vegetation to the

property and bentonite were put in the bottom of the stock pond to seal
the pond and reduce water loss. 

 



All plumbing was replaced and

updated. The electrical system was

updated and brought up to code.

Air conditioning ducting has been

redone and the compressors are

both new. All water lines coming

up to the house were replaced and

upgraded to a larger size to account

for increased use during events. All

new underground internet cables

were replaced. All power lines on

the property were buried. A brand

new transformer, new services

cables, and electric lines feeding

into the main house and party barn

are all buried. 21 irrigation sections

were installed and automated on

city water. 

G E N E R A L
U P D A T E S



FLOOR PLANS





SURVEY







FRONT  ENTRANCE

To transform the front entrance, this conceptual photo encompasses crepe
myrtles and cypress trees to match the trees beside the event barn and
surrounding the fountain. In addition, a guard station and new fencing

across the front of the property were added. 
 



PARKING  SPACE

To make the parking area more aesthetically pleasing, this conceptual
photo adds a short stone edging as well as a wooden fence matching the
fence at the front of the property in the last rendering of the front gate.
Also included are the same trees that were seen on the rendering of the

front entrance.



EVENT  BARN

This rendering of the event barn does not include the additions that have
been made since, including the wooden doors, rain barrels, and planters. 

 
Notice in this conceptual photo is the rain barrel and crepe myrtles to

finish out that corner of the barn, covering the storage addition that was
made in 2021. 



Former owners of The Adelphia were goat farmers. When the current
owner acquired the property, she envisioned creating the trough into a

wishing well. 
 

This rendering demonstrates how some additional landscaping and a
concrete trough can create a beautiful wishing well for all guests to enjoy!

More luck to be had by event guests! 

WISHING WELL



ENTERTAINMENT

Here is a photo of a fire pit that could be incorporated into the
property to add some more entertainment space. Thinking of

roasting marshmallows after the event? It makes for the perfect
nightcap.

 
Adding some seating under the shade of one of the beautiful century-
old heritage oaks, or building a pergola, as shown on the next page, is

another great way to add some entertainment spaces.



PERGOLA
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WATERFRONT 
AMPHITHEATER

A waterfront amphitheater would make the perfect addition for hosting
musicians, playing games, or simply listening to and watching the wildlife

while soaking up all of the beauty that this property has to offer



RECOLLECTIONS OF FRANCES
MARKWARD HALL



































WE HOPE YOU ENJOYED OUR BOOK!
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE
ADELPHIA, CONTACT LIBBY FISH.

BY PHONE: 

512-799-3502
 

BY EMAIL:
LIBBY.FISH@EVREALESTATE.COM


