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BUYERS GUIDE



W O

R D
Kathryn was exceptionally knowledgeable about

the market and neighborhood we were looking to

buy into.  She was an amazing negotiator and

helped us through a complicated closing.  Her

advice was invaluable and I  do not think we

would’ve been able to buy our dream home

without her expertise.





- QUEN W.
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WHO YOU WORK WITH MATTERS....

KATHRYN
SCARBOROUGH
EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE AND EXPERTISE WITH A GLOBAL REACH.



Kathryn Scarborough is a fifth-
generation Austinite and has been

crafting a bespoke living
experience in Austin for over 20
years with over ONE BILLION in

sales. Kathryn knows Austin better
than anyone and specializes in the
exceptional marketing of the finest

waterfront and luxury estate
homes, premiere golf course

communities, central Austin, and
downtown high-rise living.



Kathryn realizes that being at the

top in your field is not always
about awards and achievements; it
has more to do with knowing the

business and keeping up with
market trends and statistics. It is

about knowing what is on the
market even before it is actively

marketed. It is about
understanding her client's needs

and expectations and being able to
deliver and surpass those

expectations. It is about truly
caring!




Kathryn Scarborough is a fifth-generation Austinite and
has been crafting a bespoke living experience in Austin
for over 20 years with over ONE BILLION in sales.
Kathryn knows Austin better than anyone and
specializes in the exceptional marketing of the finest
waterfront and luxury estate homes, premiere golf
course communities, central Austin, and downtown
high-rise living.

Kathryn realizes that being at the top in your field is
not always about awards and achievements; it has more
to do with knowing the business and keeping up with
market trends and statistics. It is about knowing what is
on the market even before it is actively marketed. It is
about understanding her client's needs and expectations
and being able to deliver and surpass those
expectations. It is about truly caring!

INTEGRITY. KNOWLEDGE.
EXPERTISE.



LIZA RICHARDSON

A native Austinite growing up in Tarrytown,
attending Austin High receiving a BS in

Economics from Davidson College and her
Masters from Trinity University. Liza's job as

client liaison is to help make Kathryn's client's
real estate experience as smooth as possible.

BAILEY BELL

Bailey moved to Austin in 2016 to attend The
University of Texas and studied corporate

communications. Bailey has a background in
sales and marketing and is excited to bring her

passion, sincerity, and commitment to the
Kathryn Scarborough team and clients.

LIBBY FISH

Libby is a proud fifth-generation Austinite. She
is prepared to use her exceptional

communication skills, organizational aptitude,
commitment to integrity, and the most recent

market data to provide you with the service
that you deserve.

TAYLER KELLY

Tayler is a proud sixth-generation Austinite and
a graduate of Lake Travis High School. From

house-hunting to beyond the closing, Tayler is
committed to walking her clients through the

entire process to make it as seamless as
possible for all parties.

NICOLE CRENSHAW

Nicole has worked in the high-end custom
building and remodeling industry for almost 20

years which gives her invaluable insight into
assessing real estate potential for both buyers

and sellers. Her network of contractors and
trades is an invaluable resource to our team.
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Over one billion sold

with over 150 million in

2021

More than 20 years of

real estate experience 

Native Austinite

Sold the most

expensive home in

Austin history listed

for $38,900,000







k a t h r y n s c a r b o r o u g h . c o m



Choose an agent whose personality meshes with
your own and whose experience can work in your

favor!

CHOOSE AN AGENT

You'll want to get this process started asap, as
getting pre-approved for financing is essential.

GET PRE-APPROVED

Your new neighborhood is just as important as your
home. Look at schools, recreation, and shopping.

RESEARCH NEIGHBORHOODS

We'll take note of your requirements and start
searching for properties that fit the bill!

HUNT FOR HOMES

So, you want that dream home? We know exactly how to get

you there.  Here are the typical  steps involved in 

buying a home.

T H E  S T E P S



We'll draw up an offer and negotiate

on your behalf. 

MAKE AN OFFER

Your opportunity to have the property inspected and

obtain bids for any repairs/improvements.

OPTION PERIOD

If you are financing your home purchase your lender

will order an appraisal.  

APPRAISAL

Arrange a closing date and sign

the paperwork!

CLOSE THE SALE

You did it! Welcome to your new home! 

MOVE IN



Works best when:




Property prices are flat or declining.




If you want greater certainty about

how much you have to spend on

your next home. 




If you’re moving locations and

buying in a different and slower

market.




If you can negotiate a long

settlement or know that you’ll be

able to find something that suits

your requirements.

Works best when:




There is a lot of competition in the

market and property prices are

rising.




You’re confident there will be a

high level of demand for your

existing property.




You can negotiate or make it

conditional on selling your own

home.




You’re prepared to accept an offer

that lets you move on or pay

bridging finance.

Each situation is unique, and several factors need to be looked at to

determine which option is right for you.  Here are some things to

consider with each.

B U Y  O R  S E L L  F I R S T

B U Y  F I R S T S E L L  F I R S T



Getting a pre-approval is  one of the best things you can do to

simplify the process and give yourself  more confidence in your

buying power.  Here's what you can expect from the process.

P R E - A P P R O V A L

ONE

K n o w i n g  y o u r  c r e d i t  s c o r e  w i l l  h e l p
l e n d e r s  d e c i d e  i f  y o u ’ r e  a  g o o d

c a n d i d a t e  f o r  a  l o a n .  T h e  h i g h e r
y o u r  c r e d i t  t h e  b e t t e r .  

YOUR CREDIT SCORE

TWO

L e n d e r s  w a n t  t o  m a k e  s u r e  y o u  c a n
r e g u l a r l y  m a k e  m o r t g a g e  p a y m e n t s ,

w i t h  n o  m a j o r  g a p s  i n  i n c o m e .

YOUR EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

L e n d e r s  w a n t  t o  k n o w  y o u r  d e b t -
t o - i n c o m e  r a t i o  t o  k n o w  i f  y o u  c a n
m a k e  e a c h  l o a n  p a y m e n t  w i t h  t h e

i n c o m e  y o u  e a r n .  

THREE

YOUR ASSETS AND DEBTS



HOME
There's no place like ...

Choosing a home that compliments your lifestyle, income and

preferences is no easy task. There are many moving parts to

finding a home that will work for you and your family. Here are

some things to consider when looking for that perfect home. 



Are you interested in a

single-family, condo, or

townhome? Do some

research of what types of

homes offer what that will

help narrow down your

search area. 

What kind of home do you want?

C H O O S I N G  A  H O M E

WHAT KIND OF HOME 
DO YOU WANT?

Do you need a car to get to

work? Are you going to be

taking transit? Do a test run

before committing to a

certain area. 

CONSIDER YOUR 
COMMUTE

Older neighborhoods are

great for their charm and

character, but often older

homes require more repairs,

newer developments have

modern finishes and fewer

repairs are needed. 

OLD HOUSE OR
 NEW HOUSE

What would you like to see in

your new community? Is it

more coffee shops? Events?

Closer to the water? Tax

rates vary by neighborhood

so that is something to

consider...

NEIGHBORHOOD

How important is it to you to

be within walking distance of

a school? We can be a great

resource when choosing

which school district is best

for your family.

SCHOOL DISTRICT

Everyone has wants but have

you considered the things

you don't want? If you hate

noise you might want to

steer clear of the college area

for example. 

MUST NOT HAVE



ACCEPT REJECT COUNTER

The Seller may
reject your offer.

We wil l  ask
questions to

discover why and if
there is anything

we can do to make
the offer more

appealing.

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  O F F E R S

Once we draft and present the offer a few things could happen,

here's a breakdown of the offer process and what you can expect.  

Your offer is
accepted!

Time to celebrate,
now we wil l  move

ahead with any
conditions laid out

in the offer l ike
home inspection.




The Seller may
come back with

their own offer. In
this case, we wil l
review the terms

with you and
continue to

negotiate until  
we reach an
agreement. 

OFFER PRESENTED 

We were blown away by her wealth of knowledge in
the Austin market and ultimately that really helped us

to decide where we wanted to land. 

- CASTER L.
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Price
The price of the home.
 
Earnest Money and Option Fee
Will be applied against the purchase
of the house when the sale closes. 
 
Terms
Terms include the total price offered
and the financing details. 
 
Conditions
Conditions are items that must be
completed or fulfilled prior to the
closing (such as a home inspection,
obtaining financing, or selling your
existing house). 
 
Inclusions and Exclusions
Items included or excluded. These
items can be anything from
appliances to decorative items, such
as window coverings or mirrors.
 
Closing Day
The closing day is generally the day
the title of the property is legally
transferred and the transaction of
funds finalized.



C L O S I N G  C O S T S  

E A R N E S T  M O N E Y  +  O P T I O N  F E E

P R O P E R T Y  A P P R A I S A L  

H O M E  I N S P E C T I O N

L E N D E R  F E E

T I T L E  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

BEFORE CLOSING

H O A  T R A N S F E R  F E E S

P R O P E R T Y  T A X  

M O R T G A G E  I N S U R A N C E  

  ON CLOSING

AFTER CLOSING

M O V I N G  E X P E N S E S

U T I L I T Y  C O N N E C T I O N S

R E N O V A T I O N S  

R E P A I R S  +  M A I N T E N A N C E  



F A Q ' S  

There are some rare exceptions but generally, buyer agents do
charge a fee, and the fee is paid by the seller. So as a buyer, you

will  almost never pay any commission fee.

HOW MUCH DO I NEED TO PAY YOU?

It's in your best interest to have representation. The Seller's Agent
is working in the best interest of the seller which means you need
someone on your side to make sure you get the best possible deal.

WHY DO I NEED A BUYER AGENT?

Finding the right home can take weeks to months depending on
your timeline and needs. Once we find a home you l ike, the offer

can be accepted within days and the closing is typically 1-3
months, which means you could be moved into your new home in

a few short months. 

HOW LONG DOES THE PROCESS TAKE?



Sta r t  downs i z ing  and
donat ing  o ld  and
unwanted  i t ems  

S ta r t  r e sea r ch ing
mov ing  cos t s  and
compan ies  

Co l l e c t  s choo l  r e co rds
and  t rans fe r

Orde r  pack ing
supp l i e s  

Change  your  address
and  send  mov ing
not i f i ca t i ons  to
f r i ends  and  fami l y  

F ind  l oca l  hea l thca re
p rov ide r s  and
shopp ing  necess i t i e s

Buy  any  new
app l i ances  o r  make
p lans  fo r  what  to  buy

Contac t  u t i l i t i e s  

F ina l i ze  mov ing
a r rangements  

P l an  payments  and
expenses  fo r  mov ing  

De f ros t  your  f r i dge  

C l ean  as  you  cont inue
to  pack  

Pack  th ings  you  w i l l
need  r i ght  away
separa te l y  

Do  a  f ina l
wa lk th rough

Keep  a l l  r e ce ip t s  

P re-c l ean ,  sea l  any
w indows  o r  doorways

Check  fo r  damages  in
your  new home that
w i l l  need  to  be  f i xed  

Unpack  room by  room

T W O  M O N T H S  B E F O R E  

M O V I N G  C H E C K L I S T

2 - 3  D A Y S  B E F O R E

O N E  M O N T H  B E F O R E

T W O  W E E K S  B E F O R E

M O V I N G  D A Y



T E S T I M O N I A L S

Kathryn is second to none.  She has vast market

knowledge and was able to use her extensive network to

give us access to properties we wouldn’t have otherwise

seen. Kathryn is a nimble negotiator and had our

family’s best interest at every step.




Kathryn is absolutely top

notch.  Knows her

business.  Solves complex

problems. Consummate

professional.  High

integrity.  We have

bought two luxury

properties through her

and we’ve sold one

luxury property through

her.  We currently have

another listed with her.

That’s trust!!

Kathryn Scarborough

made our purchase of a

new house and selling

our old house so easy

and she did it  during a

pandemic.  We can't

thank her enough.

- Patricia Y.

- Terri H.

- Kendell W.



I N  T H E  P R E S S

Top Austin Real Estate Stories
of 2021 | December 27, 2021 |
Read Here

Luxury League Interview |
December 2, 2021 | Watch
Here

Most Expensive Home in
Austin, Texas Sells in Off
Market Deal | February 26,
2021 | Read Here

Impeccable Lakefront Austin
Home Reportedly Sells for
Highest Price in History |
March 12, 2021 | Read Here

Top 100 Luxury Real Estate
Agents On Social Media  |
Read Here

Austin's Most Expensive
Home | March 1, 2021 | Read
Here

https://austin.culturemap.com/news/real-estate/12-27-21-most-popular-austin-real-estate-stories-of-2021/
https://vimeo.com/645877489/78e2c38c52
https://www.mansionglobal.com/articles/most-expensive-home-in-austin-texas-sells-in-off-market-deal-224022
https://austin.culturemap.com/news/real-estate/03-02-21-lake-austin-estate-unlocks-record-high-price-for-residential-property/#slide=0
https://propertyspark.com/top-100-luxury-real-estate-agents-on-social-media/
https://news.yahoo.com/austins-most-expensive-home-9-092245914.html


Aust in  Count ry  C lub
Westwood  Count ry  C lub
Los t  C reek
Span i sh  Oaks
Bar ton  C reek
Ste ine r /UTTC
Lakeway
R ive r  P l ace
Aus t in  Go l f  C lub
Horseshoe  Bay
Dr i f twood  Go l f  &  Ranch
C lub
Grey  Rock
Ba l cones
C immaron  H i l l s
C rys ta l  Fa l l s

Wes t l ake
Lake  T rav i s /Span i sh
Oaks
Bar ton  C reek
West  and  Cent ra l
Aus t in
Downtown and  Wes t
Campus
Nor thwes t  Aus t in
South  Cent ra l  Aus t in

Dr ipp ing  Sp r ings
Aus t in
Round  Rock
Cedar  Pa rk
George town
West l ake
Lake  T rav i s / Lakeway
Lago  V i s ta
Wimber l y
Leander
P f luge rv i l l e

C O U N T R Y  C L U B S

W E  K N O W  A U S T I N

A R E A  G U I D E

C H A M B E R S

Aust in  I SD
Eanes  I SD
Leander  I SD
Lake  T rav i s  I SD
Dr ipp ing  Sp r ings  I SD
Round  Rock  I SD
George town I SD

Hyde  Pa rk
S t .  Gabr i e l s
S t .  M i chae l s
S t .  Andrews
St .  S tephens
Tr in i t y
Regents
Mage l l an  In te rna t iona l
Ross  and  Saunders  
S t .  The resa ' s  
Wa ldo r f  S choo l

P U B L I C  S C H O O L S

A T X  E V E N T S  &  U P D A T E S

Aust in360
WhenWhereWhat
Aus t in  Cu l tu re  Map
Eventb r i t e
Aus t inTexas .o rg
Do512

P R I V A T E  S C H O O L S

https://www.austincountryclub.com/
https://www.austincountryclub.com/
https://www.westwoodcountryclub.com/
https://www.clubcorp.com/clubs/lost-creek-country-club
https://www.spanishoaksgc.com/Membership
https://www.bartoncreekmembers.com/country-club/tennis-austin
https://www.utgolfclub.com/Club/Scripts/Home/home.asp
https://www.clubcorp.com/clubs/the-hills-of-lakeway
https://www.riverplaceclub.com/
https://austin-golf-club.hub.biz/
https://www.hsbresort.com/golf?gclid=Cj0KCQiAuvOPBhDXARIsAKzLQ8Fs2HOU5e7ijAqEKrK3YwCnylia1TaubCbabnxC74lZHDDtNdNHw6UaAgbVEALw_wcB
https://www.driftwoodgolfclub.com/
https://www.greyrockgolfandtennis.com/
https://balconescountryclub.com/
https://www.cimarronhills.com/
http://www.crystalfallsgolf.com/
https://kathrynscarborough.com/neighborhoods/westlake-hills
https://kathrynscarborough.com/neighborhoods/westlake-hills
https://kathrynscarborough.com/neighborhoods/lake-travis
https://kathrynscarborough.com/neighborhoods/barton-creek
https://kathrynscarborough.com/neighborhoods/west-and-central-austin
https://kathrynscarborough.com/neighborhoods/central-and-downtown-austin
https://kathrynscarborough.com/neighborhoods/northwest-hills
https://kathrynscarborough.com/neighborhoods/south-austin-soco
https://drippingspringstx.org/
https://www.austinchamber.com/
https://roundrockchamber.org/weblink-wide-template-1/
https://www.cedarparkchamber.org/
https://georgetownchamber.org/
https://www.westlakechamber.com/
https://www.austinchamber.com/
https://northlaketravischamber.org/
https://wimberley.org/
https://www.leandercc.org/
https://www.pfchamber.com/www
https://www.austinisd.org/
https://www.austinisd.org/
https://www.eanesisd.net/
https://www.eanesisd.net/
https://www.leanderisd.org/
https://www.ltisdschools.org/
https://www.dsisdtx.us/
https://roundrockisd.org/
https://www.georgetownisd.org/
https://www.hp-schools.org/
https://www.sgs-austin.org/
https://www.smca.com/
https://www.sasaustin.org/
https://www.sstx.org/
https://www.austintrinity.org/
https://www.regentsaustin.org/
https://www.magellanschool.org/
https://www.rawsonsaunders.org/
https://st-theresa.org/
https://austinwaldorf.org/
https://www.facebook.com/austin360
https://www.instagram.com/whenwherewhataustin/
https://austin.culturemap.com/events/
https://www.eventbrite.com/d/tx--austin/events--this-weekend/
https://www.austintexas.org/events/
https://do512.com/


H E L P F U L  N U M B E R S
Water  |  Gas  |  E l e c t r i c  |  Cab le  |  Phone

512 .972 .0101

512 .477 .5981

512 .494 .9400

800 .485 .5555

800 .464 .7928

Aust in  Wate r  Ut i l i t y

Southe rn  Un ion

C i ty  o f  Aus t in

T ime  Warne r

AT&T

A U S T I N

E L G I N

G E O R G E T O W N

B A S T R O P

B E E  C A V E

512 .321 . 3941

512 .281 . 3515

512 .321 .2601

800 .485 .5555

800 .464 .7928

C i ty  o f  Bas t rop

Cente rpo in t

Power  &  L ight

T ime  Warne r

SW Be l l

800 .776 .5273

800 .700 .2443

512 .494 .9400

800 .485 .5555

800 .483 .4000

LCRA

Texas  Gas  Se rv i ce

C i t y  o f  Aus t in

T ime  Warne r

Ve r i zon

B U D A

512 .3 12 .0084

512 .281 . 3515

512 .554 .4732

800 .485 .5555

800 .483 .4000

C i ty  o f  Buda

Cente rpo in t

Pederna les

T ime  Warne r

Ve r i zon

512 .281 .5724

512 .281 . 3515

800 .242 .91 13

800 .485 .5555

800 .464 .7928

C i ty  o f  E lg in

Cente rpo in t

TXU

T ime  Warne r

AT&T

C E D A R  P A R K

512 .258 .6651

800 .460 .3030

512 .554 .4732

800 .485 .5555

800 .464 .7928

Cedar  Pa rk  Wate r

Atmos  Ene rgy

Pederna les

T ime  Warne r

AT&T

D R I P P I N G  S P R I N G S

512 .858 .7897

512 .281 . 3515

512 .554 .4732

800 .485 .5555

800 .483 .4000

Wate r  Supp ly  Co rp

Cente rpo in t

Pederna les

T ime  Warne r

Ve r i zon

512 .930 .3640

800 .460 .3030

512 .554 .4732

800 .485 .5555

800 .483 .4000

George town Ut i l i t i e s

Atmos  Ene rgy

Pederna les

T ime  Warne r

Ve r i zon

H U T T O

512 .858 .7897

512 .281 . 3515

512 .554 .4732

800 .485 .5555

800 .483 .4000

Wate r  Supp ly  Co rp

Cente rpo in t

Pederna les

T ime  Warne r

Ve r i zon

K Y L E

512 .398 .4748

512 .281 . 3515

512 .554 .4732

800 .485 .5555

800 .464 .7928

County  L ine  Wate r

Cente rpo in t

Pederna les

T ime  Warne r

AT&T

L A G O  V I S T A

512 .267 . 1 155

800 .460 .3030

512 .554 .4732

800 .485 .5555

800 .464 .7928

Lago  V i s ta  Ut i l i t i e s

Atmos  Ene rgy

Pederna les

T ime  Warne r

AT&T

L A K E W A Y

512 .266 . 1 1 1 1

800 .460 .3030

512 .554 .4732

800 .485 .5555

800 .464 .7928

C i ty  o f  Lakeway

Atmos  Ene rgy

Pederna les

T ime  Warne r

AT&T



W E S T L A K E

L E A N D E R

L I B E R T Y  H I L L

877 .405 . 1750

512 .477 .5981

512 .554 .4732

800 .485 .5555

800 .464 .7928

Southwes te rn  Wate r

Southe rn  Un ion

Pederna les

T ime  Warne r

AT&T

M A R B L E  F A L L S

P F L U G E R V I L L E

512 .335 .7580

800 .460 .3030

800 .242 .91 13

512 .930 .3085

800 .464 .7928

Eco  Resources

Atmos  Ene rgy

TXU

Sudden l ink

AT&T

R O U N D  R O C K

877 .405 . 1750

800 .460 .3030

800 .242 .91 13

800 .485 .5555

800 .464 .7928

Southwes te rn  Wate r

Atmos  Ene rgy

TXU

T ime  Warne r

AT&T

S P I C E W O O D

512 .264 .2274

512 .554 .4732

800 .485 .5555

800 .464 .7928

C i ty  o f  B r i a r c l i f f

Pede rna les

T ime  Warne r

AT&T

512 .778 . 1 142

800 .460 .3030

512 .554 .4732

512 .930 .3085

800 .464 .7928

Leander  Ut i l i t i e s

Atmos  Ene rgy

Pederna les

Sudden l ink

AT&T

512 .778 .5977

800 .460 .3030

512 .554 .4732

800 .485 .5555

800 .464 .7928

L ibe r ty  H i l l  Wate r

Atmos  Ene rgy

Pederna les

T ime  Warne r

AT&T

830 .693 .3615

800 .460 .3030

512 .554 .4732

830 .693 .7500

800 .483 .4000

C i ty  Ha l l

A tmos  Ene rgy

Pederna les

Nor th land  Cab le

Ve r i zon

Water  |  Gas  |  E l e c t r i c  |  Cab le  |  Phone

H E L P F U L  N U M B E R S



K A T H R Y N S C A R B O R O U G H . C O M
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