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Historic Homes & Properties
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COS COB, CONN. — The 100th anniversary of the pas-
sage of the Nineteenth Amendment granting women the 
right to vote, and the brave women who made it possible, 
inspires this year’s Landmarks Recognition Program. 
Four Greenwich structures owned, designed or dedicated 
to trailblazing women have been selected to receive 
plaques as part of the annual honor and Mary Tyler 
Moore’s stately fieldstone home, where she lived with her 
husband, Dr S. Robert Levine, up until her death in 2017, 
is among the properties. Others are Innis Arden Cottage, 
the YWCA and a spectacular multi-winged Tudor dwell-
ing in Rock Ridge. “We’re thrilled to recognize enterpris-
ing women and the structures that often helped them 
succeed,” says Robin Kencel, chairman of the Landmarks 
Recognition Program.

Innis Arden Cottage, 1902

Constructed in 1902, Innis Arden Cottage is located on 
Greenwich Point Park’s wind-swept isthmus, 1,000 feet 
south of the park’s entrance. Originally a guest house on 
J. Kennedy Tod’s 147-acre seaside estate, it was designed 
by Katherine C. Budd, one of the first woman architects 
in the United States. The long, shingle-fieldstone struc-
ture displays a primarily shingle-style design that 
embraces its site with a voluminous, flowing, hipped 
roofline, and features very early craftsman influence in 
its oversized, cross-gabled entry hood consisting of a 
king-post truss resting on large knee-brace brackets.

Harkaway, 1912

Harkaway is a large fieldstone dwelling that was built 
in 1912 as the manor house of a 27-acre estate. Its first 
owner was Frederic S. Doremus, a prominent insurance 
executive (Guardian Life Insurance Co.) and sportsman, 
especially deep-sea fishing. The Oakley family owned the 
estate for more than 70 years, its head, R. Lawrence Oak-
ley having been governor of the New York Stock Exchange 
at one time. Primarily Georgian Revival in design, the 
house features a prominent main entrance sheltered by 
an open, modillioned pediment, above which rises a tall 
Palladian stair window located under a segmental arch. 
The house was one of the last homes of actress Mary 
Tyler Moore.

Woolley-Huntzinger House, 1916
Located at the elevated northern end of a landscaped, 

5.3-acre lot in Rock Ridge, the Woolley-Huntzinger House 
is a large, multi-winged dwelling designed in the Tudor 
style, constructed of roughly cut granite trimmed with 
limestone and sheltered by a red, Ludovici tile roof. It 

was constructed in 1916, during which time its owner, 
woolen importer Cornell Woolley, died awaiting its com-
pletion.

The first owners to live in the house were Robert L. 
Huntzinger, a music publisher and his wife, Ada. The 
house is especially noted for its long rows of mullioned 
casement windows, parapeted cross gables and an ele-
vated front terrace that extends the length of the façade 
and beyond it, surmounting a cavernous porte-cochere at 
its west end.

YWCA, 1969

Situated on a 5.7-acre lot on the north side of East Put-
nam Avenue, the YWCA is a large sprawling structure of 
masonry construction built in 1969 and designed in the 
Brutalist style by Victor Frederick Christ-Janer. Display-
ing an H-shaped plan, the central section consists of an 
open, one-story main hall, its front and rear entrances 
heralded by tall, square-headed, tower-like vestibules 
rising above the central section’s roof. This tower-like 
motif is repeated at various intervals along the building’s 
principal, flanking wings, always above a tall, narrow 
window. The building’s entire exterior is unified by 
poured concrete walls fashioned to simulate wooden 
shingles.

The awards reception that typically accompanies the 
Landmarks Recognition Program at the Greenwich 
Country Club has been temporarily postponed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic crisis; it will take place September 
30.

The awards reception will also include the inaugural 
David Ogilvy Preservation Award, which the historical 
society will bestow annually for achievement in preser-
vation. The first recipient will be the namesake of the 
award, David Ogilvy, who will be recognized posthu-
mously for a lifetime of work dedicated to the advance-
ment of historic preservation in Greenwich. The award 
will be presented to Anne Ogilvy and family.

One of Greenwich’s most respected and successful real 
estate professionals, Ogilvy’s career spanned more than 
40 years up until his death in February. He was instru-
mental in burnishing Greenwich’s upscale image through 
marketing some of the town’s most distinctive and 
sought-after homes. He was passionate about preserva-
tion and devoted considerable time and resources to the 
conservation of historic houses and properties. An active 
member of the Advisory Council of the Greenwich His-
torical Society, Ogilvy was also a former president of the 
Greenwich Land Trust and a longtime supporter of the 
Greenwich Tree Conservancy.

“We are thrilled to acknowledge David’s tremendous 
contribution to preserving Greenwich’s unique architec-
tural heritage by creating this award in his honor,” says 
Debra Mecky, Greenwich Historical Society executive 
director and chief executive officer. “His relentless efforts 
for ensuring Greenwich maintains its distinctiveness, 
especially at a time when historic homes and other nota-
ble structures are fast disappearing, has set a high bar 
and an admirable example for the community.”

Landmark Homes of Greenwich was established in 
1987 as “Signs of the Times” and has presented official 
plaques to more than 300 Greenwich structures and sites 
to date. Founded by the historical society under the lead-
ership of Claire Vanderbilt, one of the town’s tireless 
advocates for historic preservation, the program was the 
first broad-based local effort to undertake detailed 
research and documentation of individual properties and 
to make the information accessible to the public for 
research.

Properties are added to the program roster on an annu-
al basis. Each property is professionally researched, with 
all related documents preserved in the historical soci-
ety’s archives. Owners receive an official Greenwich 
Landmark plaque, a title search and a formal architec-
tural description of the home. Landmark designation 
does not restrict an owner’s right to modify a building or 
site.

The Greenwich Historic Landmarks program follows 
the guidelines of the National Park Service National 
Register of Historic Places; the program also assesses 
how each property reflects the town’s evolution. Eligible 
structures should be at least 50 years old unless they 
demonstrate eminent architectural or historical signifi-
cance. With an ever-changing list of hundreds of struc-
tures, complete with suggestions from interested mem-
bers of the public, the Landmark Recognition Committee 
selects properties to be surveyed by a professional archi-
tectural historian to determine if they qualify for Green-
wich Landmark Recognition.

The Historical Society is grateful for the support of the 
Landmark Recognition program committee led by Robin 
Kencel, founding member of Compass Real Estate’s 
Greenwich office; architects Rose Scott Long, and Greg 
Tankersley; and Greenwich Historical Society trustee 
John Dixon. Ex officio selection committee members 
include historical society executive director and chief 
executive officer Debra Mecky and Christopher Shields, 
curator of library and archives. Chris Meech contributed 
the photography. The Landmark Recognition Event 
Committee co-chairs are Alexandra Cummiskey and 
Heather J. Sargent. Program support is provided by 
Charles Hilton Architects. Proceeds from the event will 
support community outreach critical to fulfilling Green-
wich Historical Society’s mission: To preserve and inter-
pret Greenwich history to strengthen the community’s 
connection to our past, to each other and to our future.

The Greenwich Historical Society was founded in 
1931. It is headquartered in the circa 1730 National 
Historic Landmark Bush-Holley House, which wit-
nessed slavery and the American Revolution and 
became the site of Connecticut’s first American 
Impressionist art colony from 1890 to 1920. Its land-
scape and gardens are restored based on documenta-
tion from the site’s Impressionist era. The campus 
also includes a nationally accredited museum, library 
and archives, a museum store, café and a community 
education center. The Greenwich Historical Society 
educates thousands of school children annually and 
connects visitors to the history of this globally influ-
ential community through exhibitions, lectures, pro-
grams and events. It receives no town funding and 
relies on donations and grants to continue its work in 
education and preservation.

The Greenwich Country Club is at 19 Doubling Road. A 
champagne reception on September 30 will precede the 
formal program. Individual tickets are $75.

The Greenwich Historical Society is at 47 Strickland 
Road. For information or to book tickets for the award 
reception, 203-869-6899 or www.greenwichhistory.org.

Greenwich Historical Society Celebrates Suffrage Centennial, Award Reception September 30—

Landmarks Recognition Program Recognizes Properties 
Associated With Trailblazing Women
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With warmer temperatures and many communities 
banning large indoor gatherings, it seems an appropri-
ate time to explore spending time out of doors, should 
you wish to abandon indoor confinement without risk-
ing human proximity. Here are just a few stories in 
which some of the Historic Places in the National Park 
Service (NPS) are making headlines. For additional 
information, www.nps.gov: 

In The News: 
National Parks’ Historic Places
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FOR SALE

For additional information:  Wes & Jeanne Fredericks 
203-966-8486; jeanne.fredericks@gmail.com

For technical questions:  Rick Gallagher 
builtriterestoration@gmail.com

* Expertly disassembled, restored, and stored
* Meticulously documented with photographs 

and “as built” blueprints
* Includes hardwood frame, major rafter with 
 minor purlins; gunstock posts
* Carefully stripped interior woodwork including 

paneling, wainscoting, mantelpieces, trim and 
cabinetry (with lovely corner cupboard), 

 feather edge detailing, window frames rebuilt 
and sash restored, rare original rear staircase

* Foot-worn wide-board flooring throughout
* Extra woodwork and bricks from its highly 
 unusual period summer kitchen 
* Ready to erect on your property

COST: as close as possible to the $230,000 
already invested in rescuing this architectural gem.

DISASSEMBLED AND RESTORED 
1740 CT RIVER VALLEY SALTBOX 

DEACON PECK HOUSE OF CHESHIRE, CT
Rare, highly original, 38’ X 30’ saltbox 

with center chimney and stone-faced fireplaces


