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Lamont: No
partial state
shutdowns
to combat
virus spikes
By DJ Simmons
WESTPORT — The
state’s top economic official said Thursday shutting down part of the state
could be an option to
combat spikes in COVID-19, a potential strategy that Gov. Ned Lamont
later said he did not support.
Some communities have
seen recent increases of
COVID cases, particularly
among teenagers and
young adults. For example,
Greenwich health officials

“The bottom line is every teacher wants to be able to teach their kids in person. But
safety has to come first — and it’s not just our safety. It’s the children’s safety.”
Margaret Jackins, Greenwich High teacher

have reported spikes after
instances of young people
attending large gatherings
while not practicing social
distancing.
David Lehman, commissioner for the state Department of Economic and
Community Development,
suggested the partial shutdown scenario in response
to a question by Westport
First Selectman James
Marpe during Thursday’s
ReOpen Westport Advisory Team meeting.
“I think if we do see

See State on A8
Tyler Sizemore / Hearst Connecticut Media

GHS math teacher Mary Zarra gets in her car for the teachers protest caravan in the Horseneck Lane parking
lot in Greenwich on Thursday.

‘Not worth the risk’
Teachers demand more COVID safety measures

By Ken Borsuk
Tyler Sizemore / Hearst Connecticut Media

Folks play golf at the newly reopened Griffith E. Harris
Golf Course in Greenwich on May 4.

GREENWICH — Displaying
signs saying “Don’t turn patient
teachers into teacher patients,” “It’s
not worth the risk” and “I am not a
public safety experiment,” teachers
created a caravan of over 100 vehicles Thursday to cruise near the

Greenwich house of Gov. Ned Lamont and drive home their demands for increased classroom
safety in the COVID-19 era.
“We’re a month away from the
start of school,” said Carol Sutton,
president of the Greenwich Education Association, the local teacher’s
union. “We want to be in a place

where teachers and parents are
becoming less anxious about the
return. But when we look at what’s
happening in hot spots across the
country, people are becoming more
anxious.”
The local caravan, one of more
than two dozen held statewide and

Town reaffirms
safety protocols Off-Beat Players find a new stage online
at the Griff
See Teachers on A4

By David Fierro

By Ken Borsuk
GREENWICH — After
some confusion due to a
false positive test for COVID-19, town officials said
Thursday the municipal
Griffith E. Harris golf
course in Greenwich is
open and safe for use.
“I want our golfers to
know that they’re safe —
and they will continue to be
safe,” said Joe Felder, owner
of Joe Felder’s Pro Shop at
the Griff.

Town Director of Parks
and Recreation Joe Sicliano
echoed that statement,
saying, “The course is safe
today, it was safe yesterday.
… We feel very confident we
have a safe environment to
work in and the public has
a safe environment to play
golf in.”
Felder confirmed that he
has tested negative for the
coronavirus and was
cleared by his doctor to
return to work Friday at

See Griff on A4

GREENWICH — The
show must go on was the
message embraced by the
Greenwich-based Off-Beat
Players, as the COVID-19
crisis kept them from taking
the stage for their summer
season.
“Usually we focus on a
stage musical for our summer production, but we’re
using a different vehicle for
our performance members
this year,” said Steven Hohl,
director of the Off-Beat
Players, an inclusive theater

Contributed photo

The Off-Beat Players, a Greenwich-based theater
company for young adults with or without disabilities, is
offering several virtual performances soon.

company for young adults
that features performers
and production staff with
and without disabilities.
Accustomed to hosting
live shows since its inception in 2008, the nonprofit
theater company was forced
to get creative this year and
came up with the decision to
go online with its three performances.
Their season will launch
Friday when it premieres “A
Rodgers and Hammerstein
Concert” for viewing at
offbeatplayers.org. The

See Off-Beat on A4

‘Take a walk on Greenwich Avenue’ State leaders react to Trump's
New version of Monopoly will celebrate the town’s landmarks delay-the-election tweet
By Ken Borsuk
STA F F A N D W I R E R E P O RT S

GREENWICH — For generations, Monopoly has been the most iconic board
game in America.
And in a new version, the game will get
a Greenwich makeover.
Instead of the Atlantic City landmarks of
Boardwalk, Marven Gardens and the B&O
Railroad, the board will feature Greenwich
Avenue, Tod’s Point, Metro-North Railroad
and other spots that Greenwich residents
know so well.
“The Greenwich game will pay homage
to all of the favorite locations, icons and
businesses that are beloved in the community, with locally themed squares not only

See Game on A8
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WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump, lagging in the polls and grappling with deepening economic and public health
crises, on Thursday floated
the startling idea of delaying the Nov. 3 presidential
election. The notion drew
immediate pushback from
Democrats and Republicans alike in a nation
that has held itself up as a
beacon to the world for its
history of peaceful trans-

fer of power.
In Connecticut, Democrats reacted angrily and
the Republican state chairman downplayed the idea
as a radical concept.
Trump suggested the
delay as he pushed unsubstantiated allegations that
increased mail-in voting
due to the coronavirus
pandemic would result in
fraud. But shifting Election Day is virtually impossible and the very idea
represented another bracing attempt by Trump to
© 2020
Hearst Media
Services CT
LLC

undermine confidence in
the American political
system.
The date of the presidential election — the
Tuesday after the first
Monday in November in
every fourth year — is
enshrined in federal law
and would require an act
of Congress to change.
Top Republicans in
Congress quickly rebuffed
Trump’s suggestion. Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell said the

See React on A4

Weather: Some sunshine.
High: 81. Low: 69.
Page A14
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HOT PROPERTY

Backcountry estate with gorgeous gardens

Historic villa privately sited with guesthouse and pool house/R2

Contributed photo

WHAT YOU CAN BUY

Renovated
four-bedroom
colonial
Page R17

Contributed photo

WHAT YOU CAN BUY

Compass Connecticut / Contributed photo

One of Greenwich’s Great Estates, Sunridge Farm — located at 534 Riversville Road in backcountry — is listed for $9.208 million by
Compass Connecticut. The property (and corresponding asking price) comprises more than 10 acres, a main house, pool and pool house,
and a guesthouse at 536 Riversville Road.

Four-bedroom
condo on a
cul-de-sac
Page R17

96 CONYERS FARM DRIVE - A rare privacy & seclusion with 24-hour manned security, red-paved roads, white rail fences,
manicured lawns in the exclusive & gated enclave of Conyers Farm located minutes from shops, schools & airport. This Georgian
masterpiece is a spectacular home of classic detail, plaster millwork, high ceilings, with modern ﬁnishes. A Christopher Peacock
chef’s kitchen with butler’s pantry & a catering/gardening room. Many opportunities for home offices. 15 acres of private
gardens, bluestone terrace, a heated pool & HOBI award winning pool house with kitchenette, great room, office & full bath.

Helen Maher
$12,500,000 | Greenwich, CT
203.249.4489 | hmaher@bhhsne.com
© 2020 An independently operated member of BHHS Aﬃliates. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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Compound is one of Greenwich’s great estates

Sunridge Farm comprises more than 10 acres, an Italian villa main house and guesthouse

Compass Connecticut / Contributed photos

The pool and pool house are nestled among terraced gardens and surrounded by trees, for a particularly private and serene setting.

Details

By Gretchen A. Peck

R

ealtors know: Greenwich is
renowned for its magnificent residences and distinctive hamlets, each with a
charm and appeal of its own. But
there are some properties that
have a way of standing out, and
this is one of them. In fact, it’s one
of Greenwich’s renowned “Great
Estates.”
Sunridge Farm in backcountry
Greenwich is currently listed for
sale, with Robin Kencel of Compass Connecticut representing the
seller. This is a private, gated
compound that combines two
parcels of land at 534 Riversville
Road and 536 Riversville Road.
This compound affords 10.68
acres of land, a seven-bedroom
main house in the style of an
Italian villa, and a privately sited
three-bedroom guesthouse.
The main house dates back to
1900, when the founder of American Standard Company had it
commissioned to his exacting
specifications and affinity for
romantic European architecture
and gardens, according to the
Greenwich Historical Society’s
records.
The current owner has lived
here with her family since 1991,
when they bought the first parcel
and the main house.
“We like backcountry, because
you can get more land. We also
liked the quietness of backcountry. It’s more serene and green.
It’s a short drive into town, but
we used to live in New York City,
so when we moved here, we
didn’t want we had there. We
moved to be in an area that was
quieter. This [property] lends
itself to that. … The moment we
saw this house, that was it. We
did whatever we could to make it
happen,” she recalled.
They acquired the second
property a number of years later.
They dismantled a wall that sep-

Address: 534 Riversville Road and
536 Riversville Road, Greenwich
Price: $9.208 million
Features: The combined acreage
for these two parcels is 10.68 acres
in backcountry. The property comprises a seven-bedroom main
house that dates to 1900 and is
designed in the style of an authentic Italian villa, and a three-bedroom guesthouse. The grounds are
expertly landscaped, with allées of
trees, formal gardens, and perennial
plantings for variety and color.
On-site amenities include a Har-Tru
tennis court and an in-ground heated pool with a pool house. The
main house is equipped with a
generator, irrigation system and a
security system.
Schools: Parkway School, Central
Middle, Greenwich High

The master bath was custom designed, with marble décor, a soaking tub, shower room and two sinks.

arated the two properties and
reimagined the landscaping so
that there was cohesion and privacy.
The seller listed off some examples of the original design
elements that have been preserved over time, including terracotta tile in the entry hall, wideplanked hardwood flooring, and
beautiful curved archway transitions from room to room. The
house has multiple fireplaces,
including in the living and family
rooms, and in the master bedroom.
One of the interior rooms that
proved a favorite place for to

congregate and entertain is the
family room.
“I’ve spent most of my time in
the family room,” the seller recalled. “It’s a large room and a
great place to watch TV. We also
have a billiards table for when we
have guests, and an antique jukebox. It’s such a comfortable
room.”
The homeowner reflected on
the interior design, noting that
she appreciated the balance of
historic architectural details and
the new updates they’ve made to
the house.
One of those improvements
was a full renovation of the kitch-

There are several fireplaces incorporated into the floor plan of the main house,
including fireplaces in both the formal living room and family room.

en, creating a custom-designed
French country space with imported cabinets. The design was
featured in a book about French
country kitchens; a photo of the
space made the cover, the homeowner recalled.
The kitchen opens to a large
breakfast room with French
doors opening to the grounds.
The owners also replaced a
pool and complemented it with a
pool house that has a kitchenette,
bathroom and showers.
The three-bedroom guesthouse
was once a barn, the seller noted.
It had stables on the ground floor
and staff quarters on the second

level. They embarked on a major
renovation of the first floor, making a comfortable one-level living
space for in laws or guests.
The land – 10.68 acres combined – was once a part of the
famed Mead Farm. Stone paths
lead from one outdoor living
destination to another – to patios,
to the pool and pool house, and
through the gardens. A fairytalelike allée of trees shades a romantic walking path. There’s also a
Har-Tru tennis court – another
on-property amenity.
The outdoor living space
proved as beloved as the house.
The owner recalled numerous
family birthday and holiday parties, and special occasions they
hosted for suppliers to their business. Listing broker Robin Kencel
describes the landscaping as “an
unprecedented botanical park.”
Listing agent: Robin Kencel, Robin
Kencel Group, Compass Connecticut;
203-343-0141 cell;
robin.kencel@compass.com

The texturally rich terracotta tile flooring has been preserved in this passageway.

