Decatur Historic Resources Survey

Neighborhood Summary

City of Decatur

Date: September 1, 2009
Name: Glennwood Estates
Property Type: District

Boundaries: The proposed Glennwood Estates historic district is bordered roughly by
Forkner Drive on the north, the Decatur Heights area to the east, East Ponce de Leon
Avenue to the south and Glendale Avenue to the west.

Primary Dates of Development: 1930s and 1940s

Physical Description: Glennwood Estates is a residential neighborhood consisting of a main
north-south street, Glendale Avenue, with two curvilinear cross streets, Mount Vernon
Drive and Glenn Circle. Most of the development in the neighborhood occurred during the
1930s and 1940s, and the two prevailing house types found in Glennwood Estates are
American Small houses and English cottages. Most of the houses follow no academic style,
though there are many with excellent examples of the English Vernacular Revival style. The
neighborhood has a strong sense of cohesiveness, with uniform rectangular lots, deep set-
backs, slightly hilly terrain with mature trees, and curvilinear street patterns. For the most
part, the neighborhood has retained its historic character but the construction of newer in-
fill houses may threaten the historic fabric of the neighborhood.

Glennwood Estates contains 235 parcels (106.2 acres), of which 185 (78.7%) are currently
contributing historic properties, 42 {17.9%) are non-contributing, and eight (3.4%) are
vacant. The oldest houses in the neighborhood were built in 1928: 124 Glendale Avenue is
a brick English cottage, and 216 Glendale Avenue is an English Vernacular Revival gabled-

wing cottage.

Reason for Significance (National Register of Historic Places Areas of Significance):
Architecture, Community Planning and Development

Description of Significance: Glennwood Estates is significant in the area of Architecture
because of the many excellent examples of American small houses and English cottages,
many with strong elements of the English Vernacular Revival style. Glennwood Estates is
also significant In the area of Community Planning and Development as an excellent
example of an early planned neighborhood constructed in the early twentieth-century.
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Recommended Historic District Designation: Local Historic District; National Historic
District

42




SPRINGDALE ST SPRINGDA
DR% GROVE H
o z
m [
: < :
g = AVENUE 8 QP@:
Q
Q
5 7
il
T v o .-:
Glennwood Estates
‘IJ ! 2?0 ; 5?0 | ‘ l1,(:00Feel STATUS
Park/Greenspace

ig2f Contributing
City of Decatur
Community & Economic Davelopment
509 N. McDonough Street -- P.O. Box 220, Decatur, GA 30031
{404) 371-8386 Fax: {(404) 371-1593 info@decaturga.com
September 1, 2009 43

Non-contributing

Vacant




Welcome to Adobe GoLive 4 ToX “LUF Page 1 of 3

Home
History
Projecis
Contacts
Profiles

Vendors

Glenwood Estates Neig

hborhood

Association

Neighborhood History

To truly appreciate whete we live it is important know of its
history. With help from Mr. Walter McCurdy and the DeKalb
Historical Society, I investigated some history surrounding our
neighborhood, Glenwood Estates. Due to a fire in 1842, which
destroyed the courthouse, all land records were destroyed.
Consequently there are more questions than answers about the
carliest land ownership in the county.

The Creek Indians in the Indian Springs Treaty of 1821 ceded the
lands that now are DeKalb County to the State of Georgia. The
original DeKalb County was formed from Fayette to Henry
Counties in 1822. DeKalb was divided into approximately 875 land
lots, each containing 202.5 acres which were distributed via the
Fourth Land Lottery. In 1853 DeKalb County was divided into two
parts, the western portion becoming Fulton County.

Land Lot 247 of the 15th district encompasses our neighborhood
including as far south as Sycamore Street, and as far North as
Forkner, Tullie Choice, a former senator in the State of Georgia, is
the first recorded owner of Land Lot 247 but faced a legal situation
and the lot was sold 1842 in a Sheriff Foreclosure to Mr. Wooley.
Wooley quickly turned around and sold it to John T. King, who
then in 1847 sold the western portion of land lot 247 to M, Little
and Mr. Adams, Mt Little and Adams also bought parts of the land
lots adjoining land lot 247, including parts of Land Lot 7, 8, & 49
of the 18th district. The lot exceeded 500 acres and extended from
Sycamore up towards the North DeKalb Mall and the Hospital
Area. They paid ten dollars an acre the highest recorded value paid
for an acre up to that time.

The records then become unclear, but it seems that the Georgia
Railroad Banking Company owned the western portion of Land Lot
247 and then later sold it to J.T, Glen in 1869. It was common after
the civil war for Northern Land Speculators, often referred to as
carpetbaggers, to purchase land in the South at low prices due
poverty in South resulting from devaluation of Confederate money.

Mr. Glen?s kinfolk were mostly from New York, He owned a
residence in Fulton and later built a house on Sycamore. Mr. Glen
started developing his land early 1870s when he sold lots on
Sycamore and Ponce de Leon. The Glen/Pierce house at 174
Sycamore was built in 1874 and descendents of 1. T, Glen lived

http://www.arboratlanta.com/glenwood/NewFiles/history.html 2/10/00




Welcome to Adobe GoLive 4 Page 2 of 3

there as late as the 1980s. In 1909 the land was passed onto his
children in a corporation known as Glen Estates Incorporated. In
1913 Glen Estates sold a small portion of the land on Ponce de
Leon to the City of Decatur for the Glenwood School built in 1914,
This is the first recorded use of the word Glenwood.

In 1927 Glenwood Estates Corporation was formed to buy the land
from Glen Estates Incorporated and develop the portion south of
the creek (Glendale, Pinecrest, Glendale Cir.). Glenwood Estates
Corporation was composed of land developers CE Patillo, C.G.
McGay, F.O. Watkins, and F.H. Roberts. By 1939 most of the
original development was completed so they began building on the
area north of the creek (Forkner and Mount Vernon). Interestingly,
the original development contained a restrictive convenant that
preserved the north side of the creek as forest but the pressure to
develop it prevailed. However, many of the original trees on the
lots were preserved, especially along the creek, contributing to the
amazing canopy we currently enjoy. It remains a possibility that the
trees bordering the creek have never been cut, which would classify
it as a very rare virgin forest. The north portion sold slowly due to
its inauspicious debut during WWII, however soon after the war
this section was quickly completed.

Mr. Walter McCurdy and his cousin Ann Hughs were able to give
me some interesting background about life in the neighborhood in
the early 1930s and 40s. Their fathers, Julius and Walter, moved
into the neighborhood in 1939 at 124 Pinecrest and 119 Glendale
Circle, Mr. McCurdy (Walter) bought his house for $5700. As a
young boy Walter Jr. used to have football games with other boys
of the neighborhood on what is now Mount Vernon. Later when
this area was developed, the boys from the south side of the creek
would challenge those from the north side of the creek at the newly
developed Glenlake Park. It turns out that the name of Glenlake
came at the suggestion of Walter's father who thought the name
should combine the names of the two neighborhoods it bordered.
Glenwood and Great Lakes, hence Glenlake.

Mr. McCurdy also recalls an area of the neighbothood east of the
lots on Glencircle that was commonly known as Dog Patch, The
people living in this section were very poor and there was no
electricity, floors, or running water.

Two interesting landmarks exist within land lot 247 on Forkner and
Pinecrest, During the early 1900s, Forkner was actually Candler
airfield and you will notice that pine trees planted on the former
airfield land dominate this street. Pinecrest resides smack on top of
Morse Hiil which resided on the western portion of Land Lot 247
and was often referred to in the earlier deeds indicating land due
east of Decatur.

http://www.arboratlanta.com/glenwood/NewFiles/history. html 2/10/00
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This is just a small portion of the history of our neighborhood.
There are many neighbors that lived here from the beginning and 1
hope to encourage a project with the Glenwood School fo produce
a more lengthy study of our wonderful neighborhood and
neighbors.

By Neil Norton

Please consider joining the DeKalb Historical Society by calling
them at 404-373-1088 or email at dhs@dekalbhistory.org. A $30
family membership entitles to you a quarterly newsletter and
invitation to many interesting presentations.

http://www.arboratlanta.com/glenwood/NewFiles/history.html 2/10/00
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Subj:  Glennwood or Glenwood

Date:  2/27/02 3:20:43 PM Eastemn Standard Time

From: neil@glenwoodestates.org (Glenwood Estates)

Reply-to:  nell@glenwocdestates. org (Glenwood Estates)

To: thryson@emory.edu (Tim Bryson), tamangeorge@mindspring.com (Tama Trotti), shulette@aol.com (Sharon Hulette),
sfleck@bellsouth.net, sgmurra@yahoo.com (Sarah), pllautt@fame.com, patrick.jones@sales.turmer.com@mindspring.com,
dncortese@aol.com (Nick & Diane Cortese), nan3878@belisouth.net, meatod1@emory.edu, maulshy@bellsouti.net,
mieslie@genetics.emory.edu (Mary Leslie), margiec@mindspring.com, Istone@cmp.com {Lynne Stone),
ifsaussy@mindspring.com (Lynn Saussy), wmc@mindspring.com, Itpowell@mindspring.com, lori.brooks@mindspring.com
(Lot Brooks), kpm_w@yahoo.com, kbs@emory.edu@mindspring.com, halowent@mindspring.com, btanner@emory.edu
(Betsy K Tanner), GinMillg6@aol.com (Ginny Miller), Jiwynner@aal.com (Jenny Wynne), levy.thompson@mindspring.com
(Kathleen Lewy), kaye@scimeasure.com (Kaye Hyde), nilo@mindspring.com (Neil Norton), PWeisbecker@wwhgd.com (Paul
Weisbecker), re7@prism.gatech.edu (Richard Catrambone), galew@co.dekaib.ga.us, etumperi@anytransactions.com (Eric
Tumpen), Vrgd236@aol.com (Ed & Virgina Legge), leslied@pbtta.com (Dick Leslie), cbknabe@mindspring.com,
boanddan@mindspring.com, billpitt@bellsouth.net (biil pitt), bill.borland@gtri.gatech.edu (Bill Borland}

CC: dhs@dekalbhistory.org

There has been a friendly dispute about the spelling of Glenwood Estates. 1looked over my research which consists of the
land deeds, original filed plats, and notes from my intendew of some elder residents, namely Mr. Walter McCurdy and Ann
Hughs. John T. Glenn was the owner of the land that our neighborhood resides within since 1869. Either shortly before or
after his death, around 1909, he or his kin transferred his land holdings to a New York (that is where he was from and most his
family lived) corporation named, Glennwood Estate. He had already developed much of Sycamore St. going east from
downtown Decatur before his death, incluging the Glenn house at 174 Sycamore (built in 1874). The corporation Glennwood
Estate sold the portion that contains our neighborhood to the dewelopers CE Patillo, CG McGay, and FO Watkins. On the
original plat submitted in 1927 the spelling is Glennwood Estates, however, when a plat was submitted in 1937 to buitd the
Mount Vemon Portion (Originally named Glendale Circle) it was spelled with one N or Glenwood Estates. Glendale has
always been spelled with one N and Glenn Circle with two. I found some other info that | will share in our next newsletter.

Mr. McCurdy is quite certain that Mr. Patillo changed it to one "N" since he felt it was cumbersome with two "N™s.  So which
is it? 1am partial to one "N" since that is how it is spelled on the last registered plat. My earier assertion that it was
another Glen, spelled with one N, that owned the fand fs completely wrong. There was a famous J.T. Glen in the history of
Atlanta but he had nothing to do with the Decatur Glenns.

Neil Norton
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spelling of Glenwood Estates.&nbsp; | looked over my research which consists of
the&nbsp;land deeds, original filed plats, and notes from my intendew of some
elder residents, namely Mr.&nbsp;Walter McCurdy and Ann Hughs.&nbsp; &nbsp;John
T. Glenn was the owner of the land that our neighborhood resides within since
1869.&nbsp;&nbsp; Either shortly before or after his death, around 1909, he or
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from and most his family lived)&nbsp;corporation hamed, Glennwood
Estate.&nbsp;&nbsp; He had already developed much of Sycamore St. going east
from downtown Decatur before his death, including the Glenn house at 174
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Lea Richards Hoists Flag With Georgia Power’s Help

White House In Background Is The Richards” Home

The

) “Triangle” in Giennwood
Estates has recently been land-
scaped and replanted as a memo-

rial tribute to Mrs. E.R. Ravenel
by her daughter, Mrs. M. Lea
Richards.

Mrs. Ravenel was a long time

resident of the Glenndale area. A
member of and one-time president
of the Glenncrest Garden Club, she
embodied in her life the club’s
purpose, “...the development of
beauty and the furthering of neigh-
borliness.”

The Glenncrest Garden Club
dates back to January 27, 1939,

when a group of residents of the
recently subdivided Glenn Estate
met to talk about forming a neigh-
borhood association. The men or-
ganized a Civic Asscciation and
the women a garden club, which
they named “Glenncrest” to incor-
porate the names of the three
original streets in the subdivision:
Glenndale Avenue, Glenn Circle,
and Pinecrest Avenue. From its
beginning, the club took on respon-
sibility for the beautification and
upkeep of the triangular plot at
the intersection of Glenndale Ave-
nue and Glenn Circle.

The Lea Richards Family has
lived on Glenndale Avenue at the
Glenn Circle intersection for 40
years, and during all this time,
until his death on November 11,
1989, Mr. Richards saw to it that
the flag was properly flown from
the pole at the Triangle. The Gar-
den Club and the Glennwood Es-
tates Community as a whole re-
gard the Triangle as a focal point
and gathering place; they have
much appreciation for Mrs. Rich-
ards’ gift and for Mr. Richards’
years of faithfully seeing that the
flag was kept flying.



