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eveloper Je� Gaines 
has been �ipping and 
renovating high-end 
properties since 1995, 
when he invested in his 

�rst �xer-upper in Candler 
Park. His wife of nearly 10 

years, Molly, only obtained 
her real estate license �ve years ago, 
planning to work “very part time” while 
raising the couple’s three young children. 
“Obviously, the part-time thing didn’t 
last,” jokes Molly, who is now ranked No. 
11 in individual volume for PalmerHouse 
Properties (palmerhouseproperties.com).
 In a market known for slim 
inventory, notorious bidding wars and 
increased demand for luxury properties 
due to the booming �lm industry, the 
couple credits their complementary skill 
sets for their collective success. “When 
looking at properties, I need to know 
what it’s going to take to get a house 
from average to luxurious, or if that’s 
even feasible. Molly’s knowledge and 
analysis help me determine if I should 
jump or pass on an opportunity,” explains 
Je�. Likewise, Je�’s expertise and vision 
help Molly’s clients see a home’s future 
potential. “I always tell my clients, ‘Yes, 
this one isn’t perfect, but what can we 
do to make it perfect?’” explains Molly.
 Enter Je�, who consults in-person or 
via FaceTime and provides on-the-spot 
estimates on everything from gutting 
bathrooms and blowing out walls to 
building additions. “When you’re a 
Realtor who’s married to a contractor, you 
look at properties with a di�erent lens. 
You see the possibilities,” says Je�. �e 
duo saw those possibilities in their current 
home, a 1925 Georgian in Druid Hills, 
which had been sitting on the market 
for some time. According to Molly, 
renovating the property has been “a labor 
of love, but sharing that transformative 
process together and with our clients 
is what’s so magical and fun for us.”
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Husband-and-wife duo Jeff and Molly Gaines 
just might be Atlanta’s own Chip and Joanna.  
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