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45 YEARS 
IN PRISON 
Luis Moya, who used to

run a sex fetish club in

Wynwood, was sentenced

for murdering Ana Rosa

Moreno, 3A
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BUTLER’S DELAYED
HEAT DEBUT
Jimmy Butler, the Heat’s

star wing, will miss two

more games after the birth

of his daughter earlier this

week, 13A
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DESIGN DISTRICT
BODEGA POP-UP
Bodega Taqueria y Tequila

will open a six-month stint

in a kitschy Airstream

trailer in Miami’s high-end

shopping district, 1C
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Reams of digital legal docu-
ments have been held hostage
under a ransomware threat to a
South Florida software company
that manages electronic records
for thousands of law firms na-
tionwide, the Miami Herald has

learned.
The full impact of the threat

against Coral Gables-based Trial-
Works was not immediately
clear. But on Thursday, a Florida
law firm was forced to request
more time to meet a filing dead-

line in a gender-discrimination
employment case in federal court
because it could not access its
electronic documents stored with
TrialWorks.

“My request for information
has fallen on deaf ears,” attorney

Jason Melton, a managing part-
ner with Whittel & Melton in
Spring Hill, told the Miami Her-
ald on Friday. “They have kept
us in the dark. It has been one of
the more frustrating events [at
this law firm] in a long time.”

TrialWorks acknowledged it
“was recently targeted by a ran-
somware incident that did not
affect our software but did pre-

vent approximately 5 percent of
our customers ... from accessing
their accounts.”

In a statement, the company
said it started an internal in-
vestigation and retained inde-
pendent cybersecurity experts.
“We have been working around
the clock to restore normal oper-

SEE DOCUMENTS, 2A
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‘Ransomware’ incident blocked some law firms from records
The full impact of the threat against Coral Gables-based

TrialWorks — and whether federal authorities have launched an
investigation — was not immediately clear. 

The United States will sus-
pend scheduled flights to nine
destinations in Cuba in another
attempt to limit cash flows
going to the Cuban govern-
ment, a senior administration
official told the Miami Herald.

The airlines will have the
authorization to fly only to
Havana. They will not be able
to fly to other destinations such
as Santiago de Cuba, Cama-
güey, and Varadero, among
others. The affected airlines,
including American, Delta and
JetBlue, will have 45 days to
wrap up their operations to
those destinations, the official
added.

The measure will be effective
on Dec. 10. 

The nine destinations impact-
ed are: Ignacio Agramonte
International Airport in Cama-
güey; the Jardines del Rey Air-
port in Cayo Coco; the Vilo
Acuña Airport in Cayo Largo;
the Jaime González Airport in
Cienfuegos; the Frank País
Airport in Holguín; the Sierra
Maestra Airport in Manzanillo;
the Juan Gualberto Gómez
Airport in Matanzas; the Abel
Santamaría Airport in Santa 

AIR TRAVEL

U.S. to
suspend
flights to
9 places
in Cuba

BY NORA GÁMEZ TORRES

ngameztorres@elnuevoherald.com

Airlines will be able to fly
only to Havana but not to other
destinations, according to the
measure that will be effective
on Dec. 10. American, Delta and
JetBlue flights will be affected. 

SEE CUBA, 4A

WASHINGTON

A federal judge handed a vic-
tory to House Democrats on
Friday when she ruled that they
were legally engaged in an im-
peachment inquiry, a decision

that undercut President Donald
Trump’s arguments that the
investigation is a sham.

The declaration came in a
75-page opinion by Chief Judge
Beryl Howell of the Federal Dis-
trict Court in Washington. She
ruled that the House Judiciary
Committee was entitled to view

secret grand jury evidence gath-
ered by the special counsel, Rob-
ert Mueller.

Typically, Congress has no
right to view such evidence. But
in 1974, the courts permitted
lawmakers to see such materials 

SEE INQUIRY, 4A
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New York Times

Judge hands Democrats a
win in impeachment inquiry

House Democrats are legally engaged in an impeachment inquiry,
a federal judge found. The ruling came in an order directing the
Justice Department to hand over secret evidence gathered by the
special counsel to impeachment investigators.

MAX WHITTAKER NYT

Firefighters from the Schell-Vista Fire Protection District mop up a hot spot near Sonoma County vineyards
on Friday — one of two major fires raging in California. A high-voltage transmission line may have played a
role in the wine-country blaze, which has prompted the state’s largest utility, Pacific Gas & Electric, to shut
off power to nearly a half-million people this week; more blackouts are likely this weekend. Also, at least
50,000 people have been evacuated in Southern California after a wind-whipped fire there. Story, 8A 
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Inside his father’s Hialeah
warehouse, Michael Carballosa
teaches aspiring dancers how to
stretch, samba and spin on point-
ed toes. That’s been Carballosa’s
dream for years, but now it only
lives on month-to-month after
receiving a city business permit
that Miami-Dade said violates

sewage rules. 
“If you kick me out now, my

dream is over,” the 31-year-old
owner of Dance Urge Dance
Academy said recently. “I love
what I do. I love kids and watch-
ing them do what they love.” 

Officially, that dream never
should have been allowed to

unfold at the dance academy off
West 27th Street. The storefront
is one of 98 businesses on a list
that Miami-Dade said received
city clearance during the three
years that Hialeah “bypassed”
county limits on sewage flows
designed to avoid spills and the
discharge of human waste into

neighborhood streets. 
While most probably would

have gotten county approval
anyway, the dance academy and
more than two dozen other busi-
nesses were using pipes attached
to sewage facilities already over-
burdened or in disrepair to the
point that Miami-Dade would
have rejected the requests and
forced Hialeah to deny the busi-
ness permits, county adminis-

SEE HIALEAH, 2A
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BY CHRISTINA MORALES AND
DOUGLAS HANKS

camorales@miamiherald.com
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Sewage saga: County says Hialeah ‘bypassed’ rules
For years, Hialeah allowed dozens of businesses to open, despite

county restrictions on sewage use. Miami-Dade County says it would
have rejected dozens of permits if Hialeah had asked. A settlement
is pending. 

A Trump’s company explores sale of its
landmark Washington hotel, 8A

A Trump touts new law at criminal justice
conference, 8A 
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N
o two ways about
it. Pets are mem-
bers of the family.
Builders and

developers are realizing
that it’s important to wel-
come them to condos and
apartments, and real estate
professionals are finding
that pet-friendly features
are important to single-
family homebuyers as well.

A decade ago, it could be
hard to find a property that
welcomed pets. Not so
anymore. Although young-
er people are waiting long-
er to have children, many
of them have pets. Older
people whose kids have
flown the nest may want to
downsize to condos, but
they aren’t going anywhere
without Fido and Fluffy.

BEYOND ACCEPTANCE

Today’s pet friendliness
goes beyond simply accept-
ing furry residents. Amen-
ities like dog walking areas
or, if space allows, dog
parks, doggie drinking
fountains and pet bathing
stations, some with ma-
chines that wash and blow
dry, are becoming com-
monplace.

Henry Torres, developer
of Merrick Manor, a pet-
friendly condominium in
Coral Gables, said that as a
dog owner himself, he
understands why people
insist on living where they
can keep their pets. “I have
a dog, and we call him His
Royal Highness, because in
our house, he rules,”
Torres said. “I appreciate
dogs.”

Green areas around
Merrick Manor offer walk-
ing space, and there’s a
dog washing station at the
front of the building. Many
of the buyers are older.
“When the kids are gone,
they buy a dog and fall in
love with it,” Torres said.
“In today’s world, if you
don’t allow dogs, you’re
turning away 50 percent of
your business.”

Younger people also
want to live where they can
have pets, said Jonathon
Yormak of East End Cap-
ital, co-developer of Wyn-
wood 25, a pet-friendly

apartment building with a
dog bathing station. “Wyn-
wood is a neighborhood
that caters to young, cre-
ative people. A lot of them
work from home, and a lot
of them have dogs,” Yor-
mak said. 

2000 Ocean in Hallan-
dale Beach will have a
dedicated pet park and
playground, doggie drink-
ing fountains and paw
baths so owners can rinse
their pets’ feet. Soundproof

materials used throughout
the building will prevent
residents from being both-
ered by any possible bark-
ing. “I have always been a
passionate supporter of
animals rights and wel-
fare,” said developer Sha-
hab Karmely, CEO and
founder of KAR Properties,
developer of the project. “I
strongly believe pets are
family members.”

BY JANA SOELDNER DANGER

Special to South Florida Home

Pet friendly
properties are
now easier to find

Courtesy of Rose Sklar

Some single-family-home buyers look for neighborhoods with sidewalks that have doggie
pickup stations.

Courtesy of Uptown Boca

Uptown Boca is a pet-friendly apartment building in West
Boca Raton.

SEE PETS, 4C

Courtesy of X Miami

X Miami has a dog park on the 17th floor.
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SINGLE-FAMILY BUYERS

Rose Sklar, a Realtor
with West Coldwell Banker
in Weston, finds that
buyers of single-family
homes keep an eye out for
pet friendliness when they
visit neighborhoods. “Se-
ven out of 10 millennials
have pets, and this is the
new generation of buyers,”
she said. “Their dogs are
their children. They look
for fenced yards and
whether there are dog
parks nearby, and they
want sidewalks with pickup
stations.”

One homebuyer Sklar
worked with built a special
room for the dog under the
staircase. Electronic doggie
doors that open only to the
designated pet can be a
selling feature, Sklar add-
ed. So can under-cabinet
doggie bowls and laundry
rooms with sinks appropri-
ate for dog washing. Some
buyers appreciate homes
equipped with cameras
that allow them to watch
their pets and even talk to
them. “They want to know
their pets are safe,” Sklar
said.

DOG PARK IN THE SKY

X Miami, a rental prop-
erty, has a dog park on the
17th floor. “It’s heavily
used,” said Ryan Shear, a
partner in PMG, developer

of the project. “The dogs in
the building get to know
each other. It adds a happy
element. Pets make the
world a better place.”

Adagio, a condominium
on the Intracoastal in Fort
Lauderdale, has a seques-
tered pet walk area with
fountains for both large
and small dogs and a
grooming station. “You
have to be pet friendly

these days,” said Grant
Lundberg, a sales associate
with One Sotheby’s In-
ternational Realty. “A lot
of our buyers are empty
nesters, and they’re not
going to buy a condo if
their pets can’t come with
them.”

CHANGING TIMES

Pet restrictions are fall-
ing by the wayside all over

South Florida, Lundberg
said. “South Florida had
very strict pet policies in
the past, but over the years
that’s evolved. A lot of
older buildings are also
revising their pet policies.”

“Our industry has
changed tremendously,”
said Alex Rosemurgy, CEO
of Rosemurgy Properties,
developer of Uptown Boca,
an apartment building on

38 acres of land in West
Boca Raton. “Pets are a
key part of people’s life-
styles, and when you open
your product to pets, you
create a whole new market
for yourself.”

Uptown Boca will have
three dog parks and a bath-
ing station. “We’re rolling
out pet friendliness in all
our new developments,”
Rosemurgy said.

Metropica, a mixed-use
development in Sunrise
that will have eight resi-
dential towers, will have a
four-acre dog park with
doggie drinking fountains
and a bathing station. It
will also have technology

to test a dog’s DNA if a
wayward owner habitually
fails to clean up. “A pet
does become part of the
family,” said Stephanie
Kavana, Metropica’s mar-
keting manager. “A big
part of people’s lives is
interacting with their pets.”

Pet friendliness is often
one of the first things po-
tential buyers ask about at
5000 North Ocean, a con-
dominium on Singer Island
in Palm Beach County. “All
our properties have been
pet-friendly,” said Ed Jahn,
senior vice president of
Kolter Urban, developer of
the project. “Pets add a
positive attribute.”

FROM PAGE 3C

PETS

Courtesy of Merrick Manor

Like other well-behaved dogs, Peanut is welcome at
Merrick Manor, a pet friendly condominium in Coral
Gables. He is a bit of an unofficial mascot.

A laundry room with a sink appropriate for convenient dog washing can be a selling point
for a single-family home.


