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You may have heard this old chestnut. A Roman walks into a 
bar. He holds up two fingers and says, “Five beers, please!” 
OK, I have got to be more serious, but here is the point I am 

trying to make: there is much to be said about Italian insouciance 
and the country’s attitude toward life, work and play. 

As you have probably noticed, our cover is a dreamy shot of 
Vernazza village in Italy’s Cinque Terre. While other areas of Italy 
garner more attention — Florence, Venice, Rome, the Amalfi Coast —
this Ligurian stretch of northern Italy is worth a visit, either solo or 
with company. Hands down, you will commune with nature and 
appreciate how humans can live in harmony with land and sea.

Whale of a time
Wellness is a fast-developing trend, but if you think about 

it, it has always been with us. All you have to do is visit one of 
the storied spa towns of Europe to see how mental and physical 
well-being has always been on the minds of discerning individuals. 
Indeed, do try to take the waters at any one of the resorts among 
the options we have laid out. It is a cleansing experience as we try 
to rise above the toxicity in media, commerce and geopolitics that 
afflicts our era.

Staying on the subject, we feature the Seven Natural Wonders 
of the World for you to explore. It is tempting to visit all locations, 
but prioritize we must, so draw up your bucket list. Take your family 
or friends to experience beauty as nature intended.

Another adventure we have lined up is swimming with whale 
sharks — the largest fish in the sea — in Mexico’s Yucatán Peninsula 
and studying the ancient ruins dotting the place. Sharks have 
earned a bad rap, no thanks to the movies and the odd rogue 
gunning for swimmers. But whale sharks are said to be more docile, 
and they swim in historic waters: the Yucatán is where that piece of 
space rock landed 66 million years ago, ending the era of dinosaurs 
to make way for us mammals.

Given our roots in luxury real estate, we take you to lovely 
locations in Australia and New Zealand to consider. Also, while 
many of our readers have second, or even third and fourth, 
homes, the charm of U.S. bolt-holes such as the Hamptons, Palm 
Beach or Aspen never dies. We make it easy for you to decide 
where to buy next. 

Food for thought
We continue down the heritage trail with a visit to the bustling 

Egyptian capital of Cairo. There is more to the city than pyramids, 
so wander the byways of the 640-year-old Khan el-Khalili market 
and savor the sights, sounds, handicrafts and meals.  

And speaking of food, we put together a wonderful guide to 
the eight great cuisines of China. The Middle Kingdom’s culinary 
diversity is often not obvious to those who reduce a mighty culture’s 
dishes to noodles and chicken fried rice. Our article focuses on 
the nuances of northern and southern Chinese cuisines, and the 
reasons for the variance.  

This issue of Luxury Portfolio magazine, like others before 
it, is your magic carpet to worlds worth exploring and activities 
worth pursuing. Our focus on heritage gives us license to explore 
the enduring charm of vintage posters and their embrace in the 
Belle Époque era, art deco’s looking toward the future, the lasting 
appeal of 1950s cars and their sensuous, futuristic designs, and 
New Orleans jazz’s continuing impact on culture. 

I WOULD LIKE to think that a life well lived includes making use 
of all five senses. Smell is one of them that etches memories in the 
mind. Sniff a fragrant soap or walk into a rider-perfumed elevator 
and, all of a sudden, it triggers a memory of a loved one or an 
old friend. Our article on Grasse in France is a deep dive into this 
region known for its flowers, especially the jasmine that goes into 
Chanel No. 5. We talk to key “noses” to figure out how vital Grasse 
is to perfume-making around the world.

In the same vein, our piece on color is yet another serious 
exploration. Color impacts mood. Red for passion, blue for calm, 
orange for energy, yellow for optimism, green for nature: there are 
stereotypical associations. But there is a science to it. Take a look 
at our cover again. What feelings come to mind when you see the 
picture? For me it is two words: get going. 

Mickey ALAM KHAN

VOLUME 13 • ISSUE 1  |  WELCOME

EDITOR’S NOTE

@MickeyAlamKhan



Luxury Portfolio Magazine  ||  5

Luxury Portfolio International® has the most diverse listings of luxury real estate 
worldwide. Let our exclusive network of well-connected, locally tuned brokers 
and agents fi nd your next home for you.

@luxuryportfolio

T H I S  I S  T H E  L I FE .

Is it yours?
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PRESIDENT
I’d love to visit Machu 
Picchu and get a grip on 
the Incas if my knees can 
handle the trek. Imagine 
the sights, sounds, smells 
and hurly-burly of a once-
mighty empire 

HOLLY LLEWELLYN
BRAND COLLABORATION & 
SPONSORSHIP LEAD
I would love to visit Yucatán 
to view the magnificent 
architecture of Chichén 
Itzá. It would be incredible 
to experience the history 
and culture surrounding the 
beautiful ancient ruins.

JENNIFER WOODRING
VICE PRESIDENT, 
CUSTOMER EXPERIENCE & 
BRAND COLLABORATIONS
Machu Picchu is an 
adventure I’d love to 
experience. It’s both a 
challenging, multi-day 
expedition surrounded 
by majestic views and an 
opportunity to explore the 
mysterious lost city.

BLAKE CRANE
DATA QUALITY 
CONTROL SPECIALIST
Petra. The once “lost” 
city’s history is fascinating, 
and I’d love to explore 
the details of the unique 
stone-carved architecture. 
It would also be cool 
to take the Indiana 
Jones trail.  

MEISHA ASHMON
PROJECT COORDINATOR
If I were to visit a world 
wonder, I would travel 
to Jordan to see the 
ancient city of Petra. The 
architecture looks amazing! 
I’d finish off the tour 
eating local cuisine in a 
2,000-year-old cave.

SARA NELSON MCKITRICK
DIRECTOR, PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT & TRAINING
With wanderlust in my DNA, 
I am inclined to say, 
“Let’s explore all seven 
wonders of the world.” 
The adventurer in me says, 
“Let’s go out and discover 
the eighth!” 

LINDA TRIPHAHN
EVENTS MANAGER
I would most like to visit 
Machu Picchu. To see the 
fabulous architecture (how 
did they build it all?), learn 
more about the fascinating 
history and experience some 
of the culture would be a 
dream come true!

Scan the 
 QR code

to take our quiz and 
find out which wonder 
you should visit next!

Which of the seven manmade wonders of the world 
WOULD YOU MOST LIKE TO VISIT?

AMELIA BOO
SENIOR SPECIALIST 
MARKETING 
COMMUNICATIONS
I studied art and 
architecture history, 
so I am very attracted 
to Petra, Jordan, also 
known as “The Rose 
City.” Petra’s prevalence 
throughout the history 
of mankind is vital in 
understanding our heritage.   

EMMA LORENZEN
MARKETING COORDINATOR
You would find me at the 
Colosseum of Rome! I would 
love to be brought back in 
time to discover the ways 
of life in the Roman Empire 
by day and conclude with 
an authentic Italian dinner 
at night.

DREW MCCALL
DIGITAL CONTENT 
COORDINATOR
I’d go to Chichén Itzá! 
The history of Native 
American civilizations is 
so interesting, and I would 
love to learn more about 
their history and visit their 
beautiful monuments.

BRADEN POOLE
DATA SUPPORT SPECIALIST
I think you would definitely 
find me visiting the 
Colosseum in Rome. 
I have always wanted to 
go to Italy for its incredible 
history (and food)!

LISA KLEIN POWERS
STAFF WRITER
I’ll have to see them all! 
Next on my list would be 
Petra in Jordan. It’s amazing 
what was carved into the 
cliffs, and so long ago — 
hard to believe it’s a real 
place and not just a set from 
Indiana Jones!

KENNA STARK
ADVERTISING SPECIALIST
I would love to visit Petra! 
The rose-colored sandstone 
and mysterious, ancient 
carved rock façade would 
be absolutely mesmerizing 
to see in person.
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REAL ESTATE  |  U.S. RESORT TOWNS

Classic resort towns 
across the United 
States prove that 
making memories 
with family and friends 
never goes out of style
By LISA KLEIN 

BEATING A 
RETREAT

Ever since the Industrial Revolution, 
when cities became more congested, 
Americans have fled the crowds 

for a peaceful weekend or extended stay 
near the water, in the country and even in 
the desert. 

Whether a Midwestern lake house, 
a palm-rimmed pool or an Adirondack chair 
on the beach, sun, fun and relaxation, plus 
that certain indescribable, enchanting 
‘something,’ give these destinations their 
icon status. 

Lighthouses, such as the charming version at this 
home, are an oft-sighted symbol of Cape Cod
Image courtesy of William Raveis Real Estate

Cape Cod homes are 
often right on the 
water with dock or 
beach access
Image courtesy of William 
Raveis Real Estate

1

3

2

1

2

Wychmere Harbor 
in Harwich, 
Massachusetts, 
on Cape Cod

stock.adobe.com
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CAPE COD
The quintessential American seaside escape, Cape Cod is a 

peninsula that juts out from southeastern Massachusetts into the 
Atlantic Ocean. At 65 miles long and just one to 20 miles wide, 
the cape is divided into 15 towns. Prominent islands such as 
Nantucket and Martha’s Vineyard lie to the south, surrounded by 
many smaller ones that are privately owned.

Steeped in U.S. history, the cape was settled by Puritan colonists 
in the 1600s, continuing to develop through the late 1800s. Historical 
figures from Thomas Jefferson to Henry Thoreau and Walter Kronkite 
to President John F. Kennedy have all brought prestige to the area as 
an idyllic getaway for East Coast city dwellers. 

“Many freshwater lakes and ponds, along with protected 
wooded areas, create a forest-like feel on the ocean,” says Chris 
Raveis, president of residential sales for William Raveis Real Estate. 

“Cape Cod is not just a beautiful place,” he says. “It is a deep 
feeling of community and mindset. It is an escape from the outside 
world, where a hike around a crystal-clear lake or walk down the 

sandy beach and coastal paths with the vastness of the ocean are 
all at your reach.

“Most folks come here to recapture a special time from their 
childhood, to bring family together without distraction and get away 
from their troubles and everyday concerns.”

Days are often slow and simple — even local tradesmen are 
notorious for spontaneously taking the day off to fish. 

With more than 550 miles of coastline, the area is best known 
for beach time and seafood. Sailing, golf, miniature golf, strolling 
the seashore and horseback riding are other beloved pastimes on 
the cape. 

Each Cape Cod town has its own unique character, although 
most have luxury properties that are either on the water or a stone’s 
throw away.

“People say that as soon as they drive over the canal, they take 
a big exhale, and a deep feeling comes over them, welcoming them 
to a special place,” Mr. Raveis says.

3



5

14

PALM SPRINGS
Known the world over for its well-preserved collection of 

midcentury modern architecture, Palm Springs is an oasis in the 
California desert, about two hours from Los Angeles. Soon after 
a formal town was established, Americans began visiting the desert 
in droves for the health benefits of the sunshine and hot, dry air. 

From the 1920s to ‘60s, the town became a Hollywood 
playground, with stars such as Mary Pickford, Marilyn Monroe, 
Elvis Presley and Frank Sinatra and the Rat Pack buying experimental 
midcentury homes in Palm Springs to escape the prying eyes of the 
paparazzi. Nowadays, those same homes continue to provide a 
much-needed escape. 

“My clients tell me time and time again, there is something 
spiritual about Palm Springs and the Coachella Valley, and I agree,” 
says Mark Gutkowski, Realtor and luxe director with Bennion Deville 
Homes. “With the mountains, the weather, the ease of connecting 
with nature — it's unique.”

Palm Springs is all about poolside lounging and entertaining, 
with plenty of golf courses and hiking trails in the Indian Canyons 
or nearby Joshua Tree National Park for good measure. 

The city’s famed architecture tours, architecture, music and 
film festivals, restaurants from fine dining to casual, cocktail bars, 
vintage shopping, art galleries, museums and zoo also mean no 
shortage of entertainment. 

“Whether you are interested in a home overlooking a golf course 
or situated to gaze out at the rugged desert mountain terrain, luxury 
Palm Springs living is about owning an oasis,” Mr. Gutkowski says. 
“Many of our rarified desert homes are architecturally significant, 
with a perfect balance of indoor and outdoor living.”

In midcentury classics, or even newer construction, homes are 
often open-concept ranches with floor-to-ceiling windows looking 
out onto a private backyard. Pools and spas, along with fire 
features, are must-haves for entertaining or relaxing.

“In Palm Springs, luxury real estate is about more than buying 
in a destination, it’s about owning an experience,” Mr. Gutkowski 
says. “The desert is the perfect and surreal backdrop against which 
to decompress.”

The San Jacinto 
Mountains are the 
stunning backdrop to 
Palm Springs 

Indoor/outdoor living 
is key in Palm Springs, 
with home designs 
making it easy
Image courtesy of Bennion 
Deville Homes

Hamptons homes 
are often kept private 
with tall hedges and 
tree cover
Image courtesy of 
Brown Harris Stevens

Beachfront cottages 
are another popular 
choice in the 
Hamptons

The Riviera 
Boathouse on 
Lake Geneva, 
Wisconsin

4
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LAKE GENEVA 
Just a short drive from both Chicago and Milwaukee, Lake 

Geneva has been a Midwestern retreat in southeastern Wisconsin 
since the Gilded Age.

Wealthy Chicagoans, particularly, took to the town’s namesake 
lake, especially after the Chicago Fire of 1871. Business leaders such 
as Montgomery Ward Thorne, Phillip Wrigley and Richard Driehaus 
built lavish mansions along the shoreline, and its proximity to large 
cities makes Lake Geneva a popular destination still today.

“Of course, the most unique attraction is Geneva Lake itself,” 
says Martha Cucco, an agent with @properties. “Spring fed, it is 
crystal-clear and host to fish, wildlife and aquatic activities. People 
initially come to enjoy the lake, and then discover all of the other 
special things in the area.”

With the industrialists’ old mansions, quaint downtowns in Lake 
Geneva, Williams Bay and Fontana, year-round festivals and county 
fairs, the area is a favorite spot for spending quality time with family. 

During the summer, outdoor activities rule. Sailing, golfing, 
fishing, boating, tennis, pickleball, hunting and biking all take 
advantage of the fresh air. 

In Lake Geneva, “each home has a unique view and a unique 
past, honoring those who have come before them to make their own 
family memories at the lake,” Ms. Cucco says.

THE HAMPTONS
A rural respite from the bustle of New 

York, the Hamptons — Southampton and East 
Hampton, along with some smaller towns — 
lie at the far-eastern tip of Long Island. 

First established with farming and fishing 
communities by colonists in the 1600s, 
the Hamptons earned their tony status in 
the late 1800s when affluent New Yorkers 
began vacationing there in the summers. 
Now, hamlets such as Sagaponack, Water 
Mill and Bridgehampton are among the most 
expensive ZIP codes in the country. 

“The entire essence of the Hamptons is 
timeless,” says John Scott “JT” Thomas, a real 
estate agent with Brown Harris Stevens. 
“Its legendary beaches, stunning architecture 
and endless calendar of events all exist in a 
location that appeals to so many.”

While there are still plenty of farmers’ 
markets around, upscale offerings such as 
designer boutiques, high-end dining, art 
galleries, performing arts centers and golf 
courses abound, along with the prestigious 
Hampton Classic Horse Show. 

Hamptons homes are often large country 
estates hidden behind tall boxwood hedges 
and surrounded by trees or, alternatively, 
seaside cottages. 

“Luxury properties in the Hamptons 
are a curation of the some of the finest 
architectural designs, craftsmanship and 
technology in the world,” Mr. Thomas 
says. “Stand-out properties are masterful 
at both featuring and respecting their 
natural surroundings.”

6 7
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ASPEN
Its name synonymous with high-end 

skiing, Aspen, in central Colorado, is so 
much more. 

A silver-mining town in the late 1800s, 
its population drastically declined after a 
silver market collapse until the 1940s and 
‘50s, when the namesake Aspen Mountain 
was developed into a ski resort and 
business development took off.

“Aspen is extremely unique for a North 
American ski town because it has so much 
history that precedes the ski industry,” says 
Sarah Woelfle, a broker with Slifer Smith 
& Frampton Real Estate. “Founded in the 
1870s, we have roots and character that 
provide the backdrop for culture, activities 
and conversations that are unrivaled in their 
breadth and depth by other ski areas.”

Surrounded by the snow-capped peaks 
of the Rocky Mountains — the highest more 
than 14,000 feet tall — and the White River 
National Forest, Aspen Mountain is nearly 
11,000 feet high. Many of its ski runs funnel 
right into town. 

Aside from skiing, of course, there is snow 
shoeing in the winter, and hiking, biking and 
horseback riding during the warmer months.

Downtown Aspen is full of Queen 
Anne-style 19th-century homes and the 
famed Wheeler Opera House, built in 1889. 
Also known for its arts and culture scene, 
the town hosts music festivals, art museums 
and galleries, plus dining and shopping 
options galore. 

“Since we weren’t created just for skiing, 
we have the building blocks for so much 
more than just taking turns in world-famous 
snow,” Ms. Woelfle says. “People own homes 
here because they know every member of 
their friends and family will have an amazing 
time when they come to visit, no matter what 
time of year or their interests.”

Aspen properties, like the mountains, 
are known for their vistas.

“When you’re here, you want to see the 
surrounding peaks, and typically get the 180- 
degree views to remember why you own a 
piece of such a magical area,” Ms. Woelfle says.

9
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PALM BEACH
Its history steeped in luxury, Palm Beach 

is a barrier island off the southeast coast of 
Florida, less than two hours north of Miami 
and separated from the mainland by a 
narrow lagoon. 

Nineteeth-century industrialist Henry 
Flagler, cofounder of Standard Oil, 
established the island in the 1880s while 
searching for a perfect locale to serve as 
a resort for the super-rich of his day, 
creating an esteemed winter retreat on 
the half-mile-wide strip.

Still known as a haven for billionaires, 
“the ultra-luxe foundations of the island 
have contributed to its illustrious history,” 
says Jim McCann, broker associate with 
the Jim McCann Group/Premier Estate 
Properties. “Palm Beach was then, 
and continues to be, more of an emotion 
than a place — a testament both to Flagler’s 
vision and the generations of stewards of 
the island that followed.”

Flagler’s original mansion still stands, 
now a museum, and high-end boutiques, fine 
dining, private clubs and long, sandy beaches 
are the current hallmarks of Palm Beach. 

“A typical Palm Beach day would consist 
of a round of golf in the morning, a rinse 
off in the ocean, a tennis match, maybe a 
nice sail with the family in the afternoon,” 
Mr. McCann says. “Evenings are often filled 
with cocktail parties and galas.”

History is still important to the island, 
which has been careful to preserve its 
architecture and extraordinary estates, 
many hidden behind gated drives. 

“Over the past few decades, a new 
generation of respected architects, 

builders and developers are refreshing 
the landscape with a more contemporary 
benchmark for luxury,” Mr. McCann says.

A limited amount of land and a 
pedigreed backstory, along with a leisurely 
pace and trusted community, mean Palm 
Beach is always a safe investment. 

“From its early days, Palm Beach was, 
and continues to be, a destination where 
the titans of industry flocked to lose their 
three-piece suits and neckties,” Mr. McCann 
says. “Time changes in this insular part of 
the world.” 
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Outside of ski season, 
hikes in Aspen show 
another side of the 
mountains

Homes in Aspen are 
all about stunning 
mountain views
Image courtesy of Slifer, 
Smith & Frampton 
Real Estate

Stately homes in 
Palm Beach are 
grand and gated
Image courtesy of Premier 
Estate Properties

The beach clock 
tower at the end of 
the famed Worth 
Avenue in Palm 
Beach

10
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REAL ESTATE  |  AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND

Explore Aus�  lia  d New Zeal d's 
buzziest places to live
By LINSEY STONCHUS 

Beautiful climate, modern luxuries, vibrant cities and proximity to 
nature are all benefi ts of Australasia, the region of the Pacifi c 
Ocean that Australia and New Zealand inhabit. 

 Combine that with the remarkably few cases of COVID-19 during 
the peak of the pandemic, and the two countries are being eyed by 
expats and foreign investors alike as an ideal spot to put down roots.
 “[New Zealand’s response to COVID] is only one benefi t, of 
many, of buying property in New Zealand,” says Peter Thompson, 
managing director of Barfoot & Thompson in Auckland, New 
Zealand. “Others are open spaces, the friendliness and easy nature 
of Kiwis, and quality of life offered.

  “Its population and economy are l g gh pp h
seeking a Western, fast-paced city lifestyle,” he says. “It remains a 
safe and secure place for those more interested in a family-focused 
life, while having the open spaces for those looking for a countryside 
retreat or wilderness adventures.”
 Nick Boyd, head of network growth at the Lane Cove, New South
Wales-based Belle Property, echoes similar sentiments about 
Australia, observing a return infl ux into the nation’s cities, especially 
those located along the coast.
 “It's the country that you like to look out the windows of, because 
you're going to see the beaches, the harbors,” he says.

G'day!
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  “Its population and economy are large enough to support those 

T g 
in y  

develop  
the unde co s uc o  

Isle Waterfront in 
Brisbane, shown in 

this rendering
Image courtesy of Mirvac

The views are big 
in luxury Australian 

developments, such as 
the under-construction 

Isle Waterfront in 

1



 CITY SLICKER
 Reverse migration back to urban centers 
after the mass-fl ight from cities in 2020 is 
already underway, especially as companies 
are making longer-term decisions on work-
from-home policies.
 “We’re starting to see a lot of people 
say, ‘No, no, no, I want my staff back in 
an offi ce,’ and so that is a driver towards 
the big migration back into capital cities,” 
Mr. Boyd says.
 Downsizing, too, is gaining traction once 
again, similar to pre-2020 trends.
 “There’s a big wave of downsizers 
coming out that will be selling their 
residential homes to downsize into condo 
living or penthouse living,” Mr. Boyd says. 
“That will be a very big segment of the 
market for us in probably the next three to 
fi ve years.”
 Hotspots in Australia include the usual 
suspects: Sydney, Brisbane and Melbourne. 
In these cities, construction of ultra-luxury 
condos is exploding.
 “Any area that has beautiful scenery 
attached to the ocean seems to do really 
well,” Mr. Boyd says. “The east coast of 
Australia, without question, is going to keep 
striving ahead.”
 In New Zealand, top cities for buyers 
include Auckland, Wellington and 
Christchurch. Of note, the preference for 
single-family homes, rather than condos, 
remains strong in New Zealand.
 “The luxury market in New Zealand 
is based around large, ultra-modern, 

standalone homes set in their own 
private estate setting, with outstanding 
water or country views,” Mr. Thompson 
says. “Privacy and personal security remain 
important features.”
 Amenities such as home gyms, 
entertainment spaces and offi ces maintain 
popularity. Meanwhile, wall space for 
private art collections is also a top item 
— a potential nod to the growing favoritism 
of maximalist home design.

SKY’S THE LIMIT
 Those downsizing into a condo are, by 
no means, downgrading their residence. 
 Luxury units coming on the market 
are full of hospitality-caliber amenities, 
exquisitely designed and within desired 
neighborhoods and locations.
 Such attributes are not cheap.
 “We now have high-end apartments 
being built that are going for anywhere 
between AUD $60,000 to $140,000 a 
square meter,” Mr. Boyd says. “We’re 
talking in excess of [AUD] $100 million for 
apartments that are being forecasted and 
built into 2024, 2028.”
 Isle Waterfront Newstead is a highly 
anticipated project in Australia being built 
by property development company Mirvac, 
located just one kilometer outside Brisbane’s 
central business district and estimated to be 
completed in late 2025. The project blends 
the best of city life and nature.
 “The 25-level building embraces 
a biophilic architectural design that 

meaningfully connects residents to 
nature through ground-fl oor walkways 
blending into the surrounding parkland, 
lush subtropical planting that climbs 
the building’s façade, sculptural shade 
structures and breezy balconies,” says Stuart 
Penklis, head of residential at Mirvac.
 Inside Isle’s apartments, pavilions and 
penthouses, this connection to nature 
continues through the use of timber-look 
joinery, reconstituted stone benchtops and 
fl oor-to-ceiling glass sliders welcoming 
natural light and breathtaking city, park or 
river views as well as natural materials such 
as travertine in the kitchens and bathrooms.
 Design and amenities, of course, top the 
wish list for luxury buyers.
 Resort-style amenities at Isle include a 
centerpiece infi nity-edge swimming pool, 
wellness treatment room, magnesium spas, 
sunset cocktail space and a barbecue 
area that overlooks the Brisbane River and 
Waterfront Park. 
 “Living on the waterfront brings a sense 
of calm and tranquility, while providing 
additional linkages to the city and surrounds 
through boardwalks, public road and rail 
transport and ferries,” Mr. Penklis says.

Modern interiors 
with plenty of wall 
space are musts in 
New Zealand, as 
seen in this Auckland 
penthouse
Image courtesy of 
Barfoot & Thompson

Indoor/outdoor 
spaces like at this 
home in Sydney, 
Australia, add a dose 
of nature
Image courtesy of 
Belle Property
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SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA
Sydney offers the best of city life, with high-end shopping 

at destinations such as the Queen Victoria Building and cultural 
landmarks including the Sydney Opera House, as well as the 
perks of living along the oceanfront, with activities comprising 
yachting and surfing. 

Accordingly, the atmosphere is both refined and light-hearted, 
as residents enjoy various ways to unwind.

“In Sydney, we're lucky to have an amazing city where people can 
work in the harbor or out on the beach,” says Luke Madden, CEO of 
Surfing NSW. “That’s really unique. People want that lifestyle.”

The beaches of Manly, Bondi and Cronulla are appealing 
for any sand seeker or aquatic sports enthusiast, the dramatic 
waves creating a fantastic ambience and stunning scenery. The 
surrounding neighborhoods are affluent and full of idyllic properties.

BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA
Isle Waterfront is a direct reflection of 

Brisbane’s dedication to biodiversity. 
In and around the city, there is an 

abundance of outdoor spaces and 
activities, including botanic gardens and 
parks, native plant life, well-stocked 
farmers’ markets, mountain outlooks, 
nearby waterfalls and the largest koala 
bear sanctuary in the world.

The Brisbane River, too, is a hub of 
activity, especially in the up-and-coming 
inner suburb of Newstead, where Isle 
Waterfront is set to be located.

“Newstead offers the quintessential 
outdoor lifestyle through the thoughtful 
development of its famous banks that boast 
walking and riding paths, parks, wharfs and 
entertainment venues,” Mr. Penklis says.

“Brisbane’s way of embracing the 
outdoors is evident on the streets of this 
iconic suburb, from the rooftop bars where 
celebrities clink cocktail glasses, to the beer 
gardens filled with sports fans,” he says.

South Banks, a neighborhood in 
Brisbane, is another premier space to live 
and enjoy the river, nearby cultural events, 
great dining, entertainment and shops.

4

5 6
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QUEENSTOWN, NEW ZEALAND
Outside of the bustle, alongside Lake Wakatipu and the 

Southern Alps, sits Queenstown, an excellent alternative for those 
preferring something slower paced.

Queenstown excels in adrenaline-filled activities such as 
mountain biking, bungy jumping, hiking and skiing. Soothing day 
spas such as Onsen Hot Pools and a charming downtown keep 
residents relaxed and entertained.

“Those seeking outstanding lakeside and mountain surroundings 
favor Queenstown and Wanaka in the South Island, while the Bay 
of Islands in the North Island offers world-class beach and island 
retreats,” Mr. Thompson says. 

Like the city itself, 
homes in Brisbane, 
Australia, embrace 
the outdoors
Image courtesy of 
Belle Property

The iconic Sydney 
Harbor is a must-have 
view for many luxury 
property owners 
in Australia

Many buyers in 
Sydney, Australia, 
are looking to 
downsize into condos 
and penthouses
Image courtesy of 
Belle Property

Auckland, New 
Zealand, is filled with 
both natural spaces 
and city skyline views

Even condos give 
the feel and space 
of a single-family 
home in Auckland, 
New Zealand
Image courtesy of 
Barfoot & Thompson

Wide-open spaces 
and large, single-
family homes can still 
be found in Auckland, 
New Zealand
Image courtesy of 
Barfoot & Thompson
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AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND
New Zealand’s most popular city also has many natural sights 

on offer, including waterfalls, volcanoes, beaches and islands, 
not to mention its dynamic seafood restaurants, social scene and 
cultural institutions.

“This city is our largest, is at the heart of the country’s business 
operations, and has the most convenient air connections with the 
rest of the world,” Mr. Thompson says. 

“It has an excellent temperate climate, and outstanding 
coastal, water and countryside retreats,” he says. “The world-class 
sea views enjoyed by many luxury Auckland homes ensures they 
are always in demand.”

Waiheke Island, an island suburb of Auckland, is considered 
what the Hamptons are to New York. High-end homes and vineyards 
dot the community.

Mudbrick Vineyard, for instance, attracts celebrities ranging from 
Cindy Crawford to Taylor Swift. 

Meanwhile, Matiatia Walk is a captivating coastal path, 
featuring a bi-annual outdoor art exhibition, Sculpture on the Gulf, 
with installations from local and international names.

7 8

9
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Boca Raton, FL, USA
$41,500,000

PREMIER ESTATE PROPERTIES, INC.
D’Angelo/Liguori — +1 866 281 2158
carmen@premierestateproperties.com
Search QENA on luxuryportfolio.com

Historically significant architectural jewel. 6-bedroom Hampton’s 
farmhouse-inspired estate. Rare find on 2.5 lots w/261'± direct 
intracoastal water frontage. Sprawling open-plan view residence, 
staff/mother-in-law quarters, commercial chef’s kitchen, clubroom, 
office, secluded primary wing, guesthouse, motor court, 40' x 20' pool, 
entertaining pavilion with multiple patios and mature landscaping.
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New York, NY, USA
$26,900,000

BROWN HARRIS STEVENS
John Burger — +1 212 906 9274

jburger@bhsusa.com
Search WUNI on luxuryportfolio.com

Fifth Avenue — Top Floor Trophy
Ideally situated at the corner of Fifth Avenue 
and 73rd Street, this exceptional top floor 
residence is located in one of Fifth Avenue’s 
most sought-after limestone-clad cooperatives. 
It occupies the entire front of the building 
on Fifth Avenue, and captures breathtaking 
Central Park and Manhattan skyline views. 
The building was completed by renowned 
architect J.E.R. Carpenter in 1922.
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Arguably one of the finest estates to ever be presented in the Dallas metroplex. This once in a 
generational opportunity affords the buyer rare 4.6+ acres in the heart of the tony Strait Lane 
area of Preston Hollow. Reminiscent of a sprawling English country estate combined with first 
class resort amenities that include a stocked fishing pond, 1000 sq ft cabana, country club size 
pool, and your very own 2 hole regulation golf course. This 3 level manor offers the highest level 
construction, timeless design, and an entertaining mecca unlike anything seen in Dallas.

Dallas, TX, USA 
Price upon request

ALLIE BETH ALLMAN & ASSOCIATES
Allie Beth Allman — +1 214 521-7355 
alliebeth@alliebeth.com 
Search PXVF on luxuryportfolio.com Click here for property video
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Miami, FL, USA
Price upon request 

CERVERA REAL ESTATE
Veronica Cervera — +1 305 588 7779
vcervera@cervera.com
Search OJOA on luxuryportfolio.com
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Luce Penthouse 2 in Vita at Grove Isle is on a private island in Coconut Grove. It features 
2 levels of elegant indoor/outdoor living spaces, 6,597 interior SqFt + 2 exteriors: a rooftop
terrace (3,957 SqFt) w/Pool + a lower-level terrace (1,413 SqFt); 4 BR/5.5 BTH; bathed in natural 
light from floor-to-ceiling windows & panoramic Biscayne Bay views. Includes a private 
club, marina, restaurant, spa, courts for tennis, paddle & pickleball + more. Vita is the most 
sophisticated residential condominium to date by renowned Miami luxury developer Ugo 
Colombo of CMC Group.
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Point Milou, Saint Barthelemy, BL
$23,900,000

SIBARTH REAL ESTATE
Zarek Honneysett — +590 590 298891
zarek@sibarthrealestate.com
Search UVWE on luxuryportfolio.com

Built on the crest of Pointe Milou, this 5-bedroom villa is like a mini resort 
and spa. The creation of New York architects Barnes & Coy, this villa is a 
true jewel of modern architecture and the fruit of incredible craftmanship. 
In blending the raw aspects of stone and refined woods, the result is 
perfectly mastered excellence and luxury. Panoramic 270-degree view 
of the bay of Lorient and St Jean as well as the ocean and neighboring 
islands. Sunrise and sunset views. 70ft long infinity pool. Entertainment 
room with gym/TV massage room and office.



Luxury Portfolio Magazine  ||  29

Exquisite, timeless and incomparable are just a few words used to 
described this one-of-a-kind property. Located steps from Vail Village 
and Golden Peak, this elegant property grants owners convenient 
accessibility while maintaining complete privacy. Enjoy beautiful views 
of Vail Mountain from this lavish 4-bedroom + den chalet resting on 
the banks of tranquil Gore Creek. Indulge your culinary creativity in 
the large gourmet kitchen, boasting Wolf/Sub-Zero appliances, 
while still gathering with family and friends in the adjoining open 
floor plan entertainment area.

Vail, CO, USA
$20,500,000

SLIFER SMITH & FRAMPTON REAL ESTATE
George Emmett — +1 970 331 3168

gemmett@slifer.net
Search BNGB on luxuryportfolio.com
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Dallas, TX, USA
Sold  |  Price upon request 

EBBY HALLIDAY REALTORS
Karen Keegan — +1 214 808 3400
karenkeegan@ebby.com
Search ADBK on luxuryportfolio.com

Lorem ipsum

Commanding 3.18 acre gated estate in Old 
Preston Hollow features an 18,769 SF main
house. Reimagined and transformed in 2020, 
this stunning home offers light, bright living 
spaces, 7 bedrooms all vying to be primary, 
a 2,026-SF climate-controlled auto showroom. 
The terraced yard with infinity-edge pool, 
sunken fire pit and outdoor kitchen overlooks 
Bachman Creek tributary. Notable highlights: 
Lutron Smart Home system, elevator, Venetian 
plaster walls, catering kitchen, media room, 
tasting room with kitchen and chilled storage, 
exercise/spa/beauty room and more.

Click here for property video
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Pawling, NY, USA
$17,000,000

HOULIHAN LAWRENCE
Shaylene Neumann — +1 203 948 4655
sneumann@houlihanlawrence.com
Search RNIM on luxuryportfolio.com

Winnetka, IL, USA
$15,850,000

@PROPERTIES
Jena Radnay — +1 312 925 9899
jradnay@atproperties.com
Search ZFRM on luxuryportfolio.com

Austin, TX, USA
Price upon request

MORELAND PROPERTIES
Eric Moreland — +1 512 480 0844
eric@moreland.com
Search ZLDW on luxuryportfolio.com

Fairfield, CT, USA
$14,000,000

WILLIAM RAVEIS REAL ESTATE, MORTGAGE & INSURANCE
Jackie Davis — +1 203 258 9912
jackie.davis@raveis.com
Search IDKM on luxuryportfolio.com
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REAL ESTATE  |  EXCEPTIONAL LISTINGS

By AMELIA BOO

Indianapolis, Indiana, USA  |  USD $2,999,900  WEB ID: TKKI Paris, France  |  Price upon request WEB ID: AJQE 

1 2

8

EXCEPTIONAL 
LISTINGS

You are invited to be Luxury Portfolio 
International’s guests on a whirlwind tour 
of lavish listings across the globe. Visit 
LuxuryPortfolio.com to browse our worldwide 
network’s full array of remarkable properties.
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Lake Forest, Illinois, USA  |  USD $7,999,995    WEB ID: DQEZ Lugano, Switzerland  |  CHF 7,900,000   WEB ID: RVCN 

4 5

3

Oil Nut Bay, British Virgin Islands
USD $19,500,000  WEB ID: BXSA



34

Bayview, Australia  |  Price upon request WEB ID: QRXFNew Orleans, Louisiana, USA  |  USD $3,950,000 WEB ID: QGLF 

7 8

EXCEPTIONAL LISTINGS

6

Cape Town, South Africa
ZAR R18,950,000  WEB ID: OZNA
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REAL ESTATE  |  NOTABLE OWNERS

DISTINGUISHED 

DIGS
RECENT REAL 

ESTATE LISTED 
FOR SALE BY 

FAMOUS FACES
By AMELIA BOO

shutterstock.com

MARIO LOPEZ’S 
SPANISH OASIS 
 Perched atop a bluff overlooking 
Verdugo Viejo sits this historic Spanish-style
home surrounded by palm trees. An interior 
courtyard featuring Spanish tile and a 
trickling fountain welcomes visitors to the 
California dream. The crown jewel of this 
pristine property? Breathtaking vistas of 
the Los Angeles skyline as far as the eye 
can see, topped with a sparkling pool and 
outdoor entertaining space from which to 
enjoy the scenery. 
Images courtesy of Dilbeck Real Estate

Location 
GLENDALE, CALIFORNIA, USA

Price 
USD $5,150,000

luxuryportfolio.com
WEB ID: QAYG
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ELLEN DEGENERES AND PORTIA DE ROSSI’S 
COZY COTTAGE
 Tucked into the lusted-after Hedgerows neighborhood of Montecito, California, 
this charming property perfectly encapsulates the adage, “Good things come in small 
packages.” Intimate rooms, original built-ins and hardwood fl oors, paned windows 
and vaulted ceilings hint at the home’s historic heritage. Extensive al fresco living space 
extends the property’s indoor/outdoor footprint into the darling gardens between the 
main residence and the adjacent guest cottage. 
Images courtesy of Village Properties

MARIAH CAREY’S 
ATLANTA ESTATE
 The sassy songstress certainly enjoys 
the fi ner things in life, including this 
sophisticated Southern estate. Carefully 
crafted details such as crown moldings 
and millwork, intricate coffered ceilings, 
arched doorways and light-fl ooded spaces 
complement the classic architecture. Nestled 
on four acres, this property was designed 
to indulge: a pool, pool house, tennis court, 
charming gardens and an extravagant 
primary suite are among the lavish features.  
Images courtesy of Ansley Real Estate

Location 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA, USA

Price 
USD $5,495,000

luxuryportfolio.com
WEB ID: ALBA

Location 
MONTECITO, 
CALIFORNIA, USA

Price 
USD $5,595,000

luxuryportfolio.com
WEB ID: KITF

shutterstock.com

shutterstock.com
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REAL ESTATE  |  PROPERTY FEATURE

Image courtesy of Windermere Real Estate
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A winding house of glass, 
steel, concrete and stone is 
right at home in the Park 
City, Utah, mountains
By AMELIA BOO

S linking silently from behind the rolling 
ridges of Park City, Utah, Cascade cuts 
a stark figure in contrast to the gentle 

quality of its painting-like surroundings. 
Sharp steel and stone slice into the 

landscape, with concrete and glass 
sprinkled throughout the serpentine form 
on which the contemporary figure is built. 

Cascade appears to take on a literal 
meaning for celebrated American architect 
Wallace Cunningham.

POETRY 

IN MOTION



 Right call
 The structure, true to its moniker, tumbles 
down the hillside on which it is perched. 
Even on a superfi cial level, it is a simply 
striking home.
 Yet, the home appears poised in such 
direct opposition to the local vernacular that 
it begs one to shift focus from the abundant 
use of stark materials to the refl ection they 
invite. The seemingly never-ending sheets 
of glass that make up Cascade’s countless 
windows refl ect an infi nite mirage of the 
mountains beyond and the sky above. 
 The meandering stream — one that 
unironically begins in a cascading waterfall 
— fl ows gracefully alongside 
the soft curves of the home, bouncing 
the eutopian Utah sunshine from its 
rippling surface. 
 The long grass dotting the foreground 
sways in the mountain breeze, breaking 
with organic verve against the clean lines 
of Cascade’s walls just beyond. 
 For those familiar with renowned 
American architect Frank Lloyd Wright, it is 
impossible not to draw parallels between 
the work of Mr. Cunningham and Wright. 
 Born in western Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Cunningham was no doubt familiar 
with Wright’s Fallingwater house in the 
same state — his career pièce de 
résistance and a defi ning moment of 
modern U.S. architecture, and, notably, 
a stone’s throw from the Cascade 
architect’s childhood home. 
 Mr. Cunningham would go on to study 
at the Chicago Academy of Fine Art, 
followed by the Frank Lloyd Wright School 
of Architecture. 
 Aptly named for its defi ning feature, 
Fallingwater is carefully poised over 
the fl owing waterfall that punctuates 
the property. 
 At Cascade, like at Fallingwater, nature 
takes center stage: a series of terraces fl ow 
out from the home itself, melding effortlessly 
with the peaks of the Park City rock 
formations that make up the property’s fi ve 
and a half acres.

1

2

3
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4

5

Price
$29,000,000 

luxuryportfolio.com
WEB ID: OZHH

Location
PARK CITY, UTAH, UNITED STATES

1 4

The home takes in 
sweeping mountain 
views from both inside 
and out

Cascade features a 
uniquely segmented 
structure

A tranquil, reflective 
stream flows alongside 
the home

2 5

3

The home’s interiors 
feature natural stone 
slabs in a variety 
of finishes

A floating staircase 
blends in with the 
light-filled entryway

All images courtesy of 
Windermere Real Estate

Material effect
From the sprawling terraces, four-season 

views of the changing terrain are perfectly 
framed for contemplation. 

Inside the home, the generous use 
of glass across the 8,000 square feet 
emphasizes, if not encourages, connection 
with nature. 

Abundant natural light streams in from 
between the cantilevered steel beams 
above, their form mimicking the surrounding 
mountain peaks. A jaw-dropping floating 
staircase in the entryway dares not connect 
with the sacred ground below — instead, 
it seems to levitate respectfully.

Throughout the residence, Serpentine 
Verde stone slabs have been brushed for 
the floors, polished for the countertops and 
cleave-faced for the walls. Their organic 
materiality again invites nature in.

An entirely separate primary wing, 
accessible only via a monumental walnut 
door, provides a serene respite from which 
to ponder the surrounding environment in 
complete solitude. 

A private sitting area, floating 
fireplace and endless views aid spa-like 
relaxation. So, too, does the Japanese 
soaking tub in the primary bath — perhaps 
another nod to Wright and his appreciation 
of Japanese architecture.

A THOUGHTFUL WORK of art that invites 
nature in as opposed to shutting it out, 
Cascade feels very much alive. 

Ultimately, the home comes into focus 
as a brilliant case study of a contemporary 
rendition of organic architecture and a 
poetic addition to its surroundings. 



42

Santa Monica, CA, USA
$16,995,000

HILTON & HYLAND
D. Kramer/A. Buss — +1 310 691 2400
info@davidkramer.com
Search DWUN on luxuryportfolio.com

Welcome to 210 Marguerita Ave, the finest 
North of Montana offering. This brand new 
transitional modern masterpiece features 
impeccable materials & craftsmanship, 
is replete w/luxurious amenities, & is perfectly 
sited on one of the most coveted streets in 
Santa Monica. Beyond majestic old growth 
olive trees you enter to find a welcoming, 
light-filled home with remarkably grand scale. 
An entertainer’s paradise with wine room, 
wet bar, theatre, gym, dry sauna, steam room, 
massage room, outdoor kitchen, resort-like 
pool, relaxing patios & cabana & 3-car garage.
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Be the first to enjoy the refined lifestyle offered 
by this stunning, mountain residence, set above 
the valley in the highly-desired, ski-in/ski-out 
neighborhood of Sunridge — a few minutes 
from the bustle of Whistler Village. Guided by 
bold, monochromatic natural stone, the home’s 
modern design offers luxe finishes, soaring 
ceilings & sprawling windows for panoramic 
views. Providing seamlessly connected indoor-
outdoor living, the home is a dreamscape for 
entertaining with multi-level decks, outdoor 
kitchen, media room, two wet bars, indoor pool 
& hot tub.

Whistler, B.C., Canada
CAD $19,500,000

THE WHISTLER REAL ESTATE CO. LTD.
John Ryan — +1 604 932 7670

johnr@wrec.com 
Search OGOM on luxuryportfolio.com
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Spectacular riverfront compound on 2.2+ acres with the widest & most 
panoramic views in exclusive Anchorage Point in Jupiter, FL. This over-
10,000-total-sf home was completely renovated & features 6 bedrooms, 
8 bathrooms, 2 main living areas, library, den, separate guest house with 
additional 2 bedrooms and kitchen/living area, large 3 car garage with 
workshop, tennis court with plenty of room to add additional structures. 
Other features include sandy beach, boat dock with 20k lift, & expansive 
outdoor living with summer kitchen and bar area looking south down 
the river.

Tequesta, FL, USA
$13,750,000

ILLUSTRATED PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE, INC.
Milla Russo — +1 561 358 6608
milla@russo-group.com
Search UDYM on luxuryportfolio.com
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Napa, CA, USA
$12,999,900

INTERO REAL ESTATE SERVICES EAST BAY
David Azimi — +1 510 933 4446

dazimi@intero.com
Search SHPP on luxuryportfolio.com

Experience one of the finest residences in Napa 
with an income-producing vineyard situated 
on 10+ acres. The estate features an exquisite 
fireplace, custom cabinetry and a designer 
kitchen. This coveted home is grand in scale, 
but feels warm and cozy. As you transition 
from indoor to outdoor living, you can enjoy a 
meal prepared in the outdoor kitchen with the 
outdoor grills, while enjoying a glass of wine 
at the outdoor fireplace, swim in the custom 
pool, putt a few on the green, and take a stroll 
around the estate enjoying the citrus tree & 
custom artwork.
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Arden, NC, USA
$12,995,000

ALLEN TATE REALTORS — BEVERLY-HANKS & ASSOCIATES
Josh Smith — +1 828 655 7714
josh@walnutcoverealty.com
Search SYWH on luxuryportfolio.com
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A quintessential home in The Cliffs at Walnut Cove defining modern luxury living. Entirely custom 
built, the home overlooks the Jack Nicklaus Signature Golf Course with a backdrop of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains. Featuring 14 foot ceilings and 138 windows, one is immediately immersed in 
bright, natural light. Three windows custom made by Western Window Systems are noted as the 
largest single-panel windows found in a residential property in North America
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Austin, TX, USA
$13,950,000

MORELAND PROPERTIES
Eric Moreland — +1 512 480 0844
eric@moreland.com
Search QZNN on luxuryportfolio.com

San Francisco, CA, USA
$9,750,000 

VANGUARD PROPERTIES
James Nunemcaher — +1 415 519 7772
james@vanguardsf.com
Search FDOO on luxuryportfolio.com

Bernardsville Boro, NJ, USA
$12,000,000

TURPIN REAL ESTATE, INC.
Gerry-Jo Cranmer — +1 908 234 9100
gerryjo@turpinrealtors.com
Search GXOS on luxuryportfolio.com

Bowral, Australia
Price Upon Request

BELLE PROPERTY AUSTRALIA
Debbie Pearce — +61 400 339 449
debbie.pearce@belleproperty.com
Search XZNG on luxuryportfolio.com
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333 Palm Trail, Delray Beach, Florida: 
The desirable Palm Trail neighborhood is 
perfectly located just minutes from Delray 
Beach’s award-winning, sand-carpeted 
beaches, as well as vibrant Atlantic Avenue’s 
boutique shopping dining and nightlife. It is 
barely 20 minutes from Boca Raton’s private 
executive airport, and an easy 30 minute 
commute to Palm Beach International Airport. 

Delray Beach, FL, USA
$12,995,000

PREMIER ESTATE PROPERTIES, INC.
Pascal Liguori — +1 866 502 5441

pascal@premierestateproperties.com
Search LZOI on luxuryportfolio.com



50

Palm Beach, FL, USA
$11,250,000

BROWN HARRIS STEVENS RESIDENTIAL SALES —
PALM BEACH
Catharine Strickler — +1 502 767 2522
cstrickler@bhsusa.com
Search ZLTH on luxuryportfolio.com

Beautifully updated and meticulously maintained 1925 Mediterranean 
cottage on one of the coveted Sea Streets in Midtown Palm Beach.
The main house has 2 bedrooms with ensuite bathrooms and the 
guest cottage also has 2 bedrooms with ensuite full baths. A one-car 
garage completes the first floor of the guest house, and has the special 
feature of two remotely operated garage doors with easy access/egress 
to the alley between Seabreeze and Clarke Avenues. The exclusive 
cottage includes an open floor plan with newly renovated bathrooms, 
high ceilings and a sunroom.
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Gramercy Park, NY, USA
$8,200,000

BROWN HARRIS STEVENS
Susan Greenfield — +1 917 414 0533

sgreenfield@bhsusa.com
Search TNNN on luxuryportfolio.com

Martha’s Vineyard, MA, USA
$9,995,000

SANDPIPER REALTY, INC.
R. Ryley/C. Marek — +1 508 627 3737

rose@sandpiperrealty.com
Search IFRL on luxuryportfolio.com

Click here for property video
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DESIGN  |  ART DECO

Beechwood arm chairs, 1920s, Czech Republic
Image courtesy of 1stDibs

1

Art deco designs of the 
1920s and ‘30s ushered 
in a new, glamour-filled 
modern era
By LISA KLEIN

The Roaring ‘20s were a haze of 
flappers, jazz, bootleggers, freedom, 
fun, a new global pop culture, 

industrialization — and art deco set 
the scene.

Design throughout the decade, and the 
one that followed, captured the essence 
and excitement of its time, from the 
fundamental changes happening in society 
to technological innovations. 

“Art deco broke away from the highly 
ornamented, overly fussy and curvaceous 
furniture styles that had dominated for the 
decades before and after the turn of the 
20th century and offered something entirely 
new: a streamlined, geometric aesthetic 
that celebrated the modern, machine age,” 
says Anthony Barzilay Freund, editorial 
director of 1stDibs, a New York-based online 
marketplace for vintage and antiques.

While society has continued to progress, 
the lasting effects of the art deco period 
between the two world wars — and the 
things it made —are still felt today in the 
21st-century ‘20s.

SLEEK
PEEK

1

5454
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Enameled glass 
bottle by French artist 
Maurice Marinot, 
published in L’Art 
Décoratif Français, 1925
Image © Maurice Marinot, 
courtesy of Assouline
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 New angle
 While the beautiful things of the period 
are immediately identifi able, art deco was 
not necessarily a unifi ed movement or style, 
eventually appearing all over the world, 
but done in each nation’s own way. Even the 
term itself was not used until the 1960s; 
it was simply thought of as modern design 
in its own time. 
 “I personally would call it more of an 
idiom, because there are very general 
shared characteristics, but there are no 
specifi c rules, no specifi c vocabulary 
that it must follow,” says Jared Goss, an 
independent scholar, author and former 
associate curator of the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art’s art deco collection. 
 There were some commonalities, however. 
 First, art deco was ultimately a lesson in 
beauty for beauty’s sake, an entire life fi lled 
with modern style and glamour, and the 
denizens of the 1920s and ‘30s ate it up. 

“People understood art deco because it 
was soft, it was luxurious, it was beautiful,” 
Mr. Goss says. “Art deco is decorative 
art — it was decoration fundamentally. 
And people love decoration around them.”
 And although art deco designs were 
decidedly of-the-future, they celebrated 
modernity by way of what came before. 
 In France, makers looked all the way 
back to the artistry and quality of the 
18th century for inspiration. They also began 
mining the French colonies for ideas and 
materials — masks from Africa, crafts from 
Indochina. In the United States, Mayan 
pyramids and Native American symbols 
were major infl uences.
 Everywhere, the ancient past was being 
dug up. People fi lled their shelves with 
Chinese pottery and jade, and the discovery 
of Pharoah Tutankhamun’s tomb in 1922 by 
Howard Carter and the Earl of Carnarvon set 
off a worldwide craze for all things Egyptian.4

shutterstock.com
3
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The Tishman 
Auditorium at The New 
School University in 
New York, designed by 
Joseph Urban in 1930
Image © Frances Roberts/
Alamy, courtesy of Assouline

Albert Van Huffel’s 
design for the dome of 
the National Basilica 
of the Sacred Heart 
in Belgium won the 
architecture prize at the 
1925 Paris exposition
Image © Lucmercelis-Getty 
Images, courtesy of Assouline
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7

The 1926 makeover 
of the façade of 
the Folies Bergère 
cabaret in Paris

Brass and Murano 
glass wall sconces, 
1940, Italy
Image courtesy of 1stDibs

Rosewood desk, 
1920s, France
Image courtesy of 1stDibs
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Imagery from times gone by was not simply carbon copied, 
though. Aesthetic muses were turned on their heads, creating 
something totally new. Perhaps inspired by avant-garde artists, 
in art deco designers’ hands, everything changed. 

“What the cubist painters did was to fracture and simplify 
what they were looking at in their art and reduce things to their 
most basic essence,” Mr. Goss says. “And I think that’s what a lot of 
art deco architects and furniture designers were looking to do — 
minimizing the lines, but also abstracting those lines, making them 
more geometric, making them less fussy.”

The results were certainly something never seen before: sleek, 
simple lines; geometric motifs such as zig zags, chevrons, sunbursts, 
fans, fountains, arcs and ziggurats; shiny metal, glass and lacquer; 
and bold, bright or deep hues.

The look touched every aspect of design, from furniture, art, 
toasters and cocktails shakers to cigarette cases, jewelry, cars 
and towering steel skyscrapers with gilded lobbies, fueling the 
sumptuous, yet streamlined, atmosphere of the age. 

Shape of things
The 1920s opened with a collective global hunger for the 

new, and art deco was both a visual and practical representation 
of that need.

“The horrors of the First World War [1914–18] had a profound 
effect on people’s global viewpoint and ushered in a desire to leave 
‘old society’ behind and create a new design aesthetic that better 
reflected the evolving modern reality,” says Lauren Miller Walsh, 
executive director of the Art Deco Society of New York.

“The decorative arts were one of the main areas where art 
deco had both an immediate and lasting influence across classes,” 
she adds. 

“Both the streamlining of the most prosaic of everyday objects — 
bottle openers, posters, dining chairs and clocks — and the 
aesthetic alteration of luxury items such as secrétaires, decanters 
and chaise longues, epitomized not only economy of form, but 
also a fundamental rethinking how those items could function 
better and be used more effectively in a changing society.” 

Life surely was changing. Widespread use of electricity and 
World War I technology meant new household appliances such 
as refrigerators, toasters and radios. Travel by ship, rail and car 
was easier than ever before. Women entered the workforce and 
challenged social norms. And people wanted to have fun.
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 “The accoutrement of daily life needed to be brought up to 
speed with everything else that had been going on,” Mr. Goss says. 
 Thanks to art deco, the things that people lived with evolved 
along with their lives.
 “The turning of a new century can bring people a heightened 
sense of optimism and embrace of the new,” 1stDibs’ Mr. Freund 
says. “Art deco designs tapped into the desires of forward-thinking 
consumers who wanted their homes to refl ect the modern age.”
 For two decades, deco designs roared across the globe.
 The spark for the wildfi re was the Exposition Internationale des 
Arts Décoratifs et Industriels Modernes (International Exhibition of 
Modern Decorative and Industrial Arts) in Paris in 1925.
 At the exhibition, French designers were joined by others from all 
over the world to showcase their ways of capturing this new lust for 
life in physical objects used to decorate that life. 
 The French, especially, emphasized the luxurious aspects of this 
new aesthetic, using expensive materials and aiming their wares at 
the rich. 
 Exotic woods such as mahogany, wood and straw marquetry, 
fabrics such as silk and velvet, natural lacquers, snakeskin, leather 
and shagreen, tortoiseshell and ivory — French art deco was all 
about the wealth of the country’s colonies and craftsmanship. 

 Material change
 Other exciting new developments help to solidify the global 
public’s appreciation of art deco. 
 After the Paris exhibition, many other countries brought some of 
the décor items they saw in Paris home, selling French collections 
or knockoffs in department stores and directly to the well-heeled. 
Consumers responded to it — particularly, at fi rst, tastemakers such 
as fashion designers and celebrities, including movie-star It Girls and 
popular entertainers.   

Ad i i i h h  
f  

fl  

 Advances in mass communications meant that anyone, anywhere 
could catch a glimpse into the lives and living spaces of these 
original infl uencers. 

8
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 The fi lm industry exploded in the ‘20s, with large, lavish theaters 
built just for watching fi lms and the fi rst talking pictures appearing 
on screen in 1927, all with art deco sets as the backdrop. Flapper 
actresses and their dapper beaus exuded Jazz Age style — one that 
moviegoers wanted to emulate. 
 Faster, easier distribution also made other media, such as 
newsreels, newspapers and magazines, available for not just 
local, but global consumption. Wire services meant that a French 
newspaper article about a designer’s art deco home could be 
read in New York, China and India. 
 Gorgeous fashion magazines such as Vogue, The Queen 
and Harper’s Bazaar featuring art deco style were devoured by 
hungry readers. 
 “This was the fi rst moment when really the entire world was 
experiencing things at the same time,” Mr. Goss points out. “People 
saw these glamorous pictures in these beautiful magazines, and 
they wanted to be a part of it.”
 Designers around the world took note and developed their own 
versions of art deco. 
 “People began to take the lessons they had learned by 
looking at France and tweaking them to make their own national 
expressions of this taste,” Mr. Goss says.
 In the United States, there was a much different consumer base 
— one that had a large middle class and that wanted even less-
fussy things with which to live. Industrial mass production also led 
to cheaper materials — synthetic lacquers, Bakelite, metal alloys — 
and large quantities.
 “In the United States, the industrial aesthetic is far more 
prevalent, utilizing a greater use of new modern materials like 
plastic, aluminum, stainless steel, glass and concrete, and the 
resulting designs were produced for both a wider range of 
consumers and a larger variety of everyday needs,” Ms. Walsh says. 
 Scandinavian countries also designed for a more commercial 
audience, characterized by contrasting wood inlays and objects in 
silver and glass. 
 In Japan, the millennia-old traditions of lacquer work and 
metalsmithing resulted in mesmerizing furniture and, according to 
Mr. Goss, countless unique metal alloys in odd combinations and 
indefi nable sheens. 
 “No matter where it developed, it turned into an economic 
success story,” Mr. Goss says. “Everyone wanted to be modern.”

The Chrysler Building in 
New York, designed by 
William Van Allen and 
opened in 1930

Wood table, 1930s, France
Image courtesy of 1stDibs

Vegetable-dyed wool rug, 
1930s, France
Image courtesy of 1stDibs

Fashion magazines 
spread the art deco 
word across the world. 
Vogue, 1927

The Mayan-inspired 
Guardian Building in Detroit, 
Michigan, completed in 1929
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 ART DECO CONTINUED to dominate 
throughout the Great Depression 
thanks, in part, to its adaptation for 
mass production and the rise of planned 
obsolescence to keep people buying 
new things, but fell out of favor after 
the Second World War. It was seen as 
frivolous at a time when consumers 
wanted even simpler, informal options. 
 But as tends to happen, after a couple 
of decades of austerity, designs of the 
‘20s and ‘30s were appreciated by a new 
generation and, after another minimalist 
turn at the end of the 20th century, are 
gaining in popularity once again. 

 “Because these pieces are both rooted in 
the past and focused on the future, they add 
a timeless elegance to contemporary spaces 
and have been consistently sought out by 
collectors to this day,” Mr. Freund says. 
 Art deco styles are some of the most 
sought-after on 1stDibs, with about 200 
searches for the term every day. Popular 
purchases include light fi xtures, vases 
and sculpture.
 “It’s really just this hunger for 
surrounding ourselves with beauty, with 
decoration, with quality, that perennially 
keeps coming back,” Mr. Goss says. “And one 
of the aesthetic movements that can satisfy 
that need is art deco.” 

Brass and gla l  
lamp by Degu  
France
Image courtesy of s

Art Deco Styl  
Introduction y  
Goss, publish y 
Assouline. $10 , 
assouline.com
Image courtesy of e

The Egyptian d
elevator doo f  
York’s Chrysle g
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Brass and glass ceiling 
lamp by Degué, 1931, 

Image courtesy of 1stDibs

Art Deco Style. 
Introduction by Jared 
Goss, published by 
Assouline. $105, 
assouline.com
Image courtesy of Assouline

The Egyptian-inspired 
elevator doors of New 
York’s Chrysler Building
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DESIGN  |  POSTERS

POSTER 
CHILD

By LINSEY STONCHUS
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Move aside, millennial minimalism. 
Gen Z — born between 1997 
and 2012 — is inspired by their 

grandparents’ homes and is embracing 
vintage art forms, notably vintage and 
antique posters. 
 “Generation Z has a great hunger and 
interest in the art of the past,” says Linda 
Tarasuk, cofounder and owner of La Belle 
Époque Vintage Posters & Framing in New 
York. “It no longer exists in today’s market. 
The workmanship and dimension are mind-
blowing to the younger generation.”
 Similar to Gen Z bucking social norms, 
posters of the 19th and 20th centuries were 
an anomaly of their time. Despite being 
advertisements, they were also recognized 

as a form of high creativity, backed by the 
work of respected artists and revolutionizing 
both the art and marketing worlds. 
 “Posters have always been used to 
advertise products, destinations, political 
ideas and movements,” says Karen Etingin, 
owner of L’Affi chiste in Montreal. 
 “Theatrical posters would highlight the 
actors and actresses of the day, hoping to 
bring audiences to their halls,” she says. 
 “Railways and, later, airlines and 
shipping lines used posters to entice 
travelers to remote destinations by featuring 
landmarks and landscapes, and every 
government at one time or another used 
posters to sway public opinion.”

Posters of the past, from 19th-century 
Belle Époque wonders to 1970s movie 
memorabilia, are catching the eye of 
a new generation of collectors

L’Affi chiste in Montreal, 
Canada 
Image courtesy of L’Affi chiste

Risanatevi by Leonetto 
Capiello, 1922 
Image courtesy of La Belle 
Époque Vintage Posters & 
Framing

Folies Bergère Fleur 
de Lotus by Jules 
Cheret, 1893
Image courtesy of La Belle 
Époque Vintage Posters & 
Framing

Advertisement for 
Campari by Leonetto 
Capiello, 1921 
Image courtesy of Real 
Old Paper
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STREET WISE
The La Belle Époque shop is named 

for the earliest and most beloved era of 
posters. La Belle Époque was specific to 
Europe and coincided with the art nouveau 
movement from the late 19th century to just 
before World War I, or 1890 to 1914, as some 
have bookmarked the era.

“Though fairly brief, the works created 
during this period have become synonymous 
with the idea of vintage posters,” says 
Andrew England, owner of Real Old Paper 
in San Francisco.

“Art nouveau pieces are dense with 
detail, ornate borders and beautiful 
women — all in the service of an ephemeral, 
commercial purpose,” he says. 

In France, “the general population would 
call these posters ‘The Art of the Streets,’” 
Ms. Tarasuk says. 

“[Henri de] Toulouse-Lautrec and other 
really, very important posters would just be 
on the streets,” she says.

“The general public was so enamored. 
They would actually follow the men who put 
up the posters and see if they could buy or 
bribe a poster away from them. That’s how 

charming these images were. And so, 
the government had to get involved.”

Considering the effort in creating 
a vintage poster — companies or 
organizations commissioned artists to 
create the images before passing them 
on to lithographers — there was a financial 
stake for both advertisers and the French 
government, which sold public spaces to 
them as billboards.

“They licensed the men that put up the 
posters to ensure that they would not be 
bribed and they would not sell a poster 
because, if they did, they would lose their 
job instantly,” Ms. Tarasuk says.

In addition to Toulouse-Lautrec, other 
Belle Époque poster artists included Charles 
Dana Gibson, Theophile Alexandre Steinlen 
and Alphonse Mucha. Their works are worth 
quite a fortune. 

An 1891 work of Toulouse-Lautrec, 
Moulin Rouge, sold for $241,500 in 1999 — 
the highest price ever paid for a vintage 
advertising poster. Meanwhile, the La Belle 
Époque store sold Mucha’s Four Seasons
for roughly $100,000.

“Every 
period has 
charm, 
value and 
posters 
that are 
significant”

— KAREN ETINGIN, 
L’AFFISCHISTE, MONTREAL

5
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LINE OF SIGHT
The 1920s saw art deco design take off. 
While still maintaining a sense of 

grandeur, designs became more streamlined 
and abstract than the romantic, flowery 
styles of art nouveau. Instead of opting 
for curvy, long lines, art deco embraced 
geometric shapes and sharp angles.

Ms. Etingin identifies multiple 
masterpieces and artists from this era, 
including Austrian artist Julius Klinger, 
whom she profiled in her book, The Life 
and Art of Julius Klinger.

“I am particularly attached to his work,” 
she says. “Klinger managed to use humor 
to sell products, and that, coupled with 
an impressive range of artistic styles and 
typographic fonts, puts him at the top of 
my list.

“Paul Iribe, a French illustrator and 
designer — and Coco Chanel’s lover — 
produced a remarkable series of work for 
a Paris wine importer called Nicolas. 
His pochoirs, or hand-painted stencils, in 
black and white and gray, are art deco 
refinement at its very best.”

Like art nouveau, art deco often also 
made women the subject.

“At the gallery, we have an enormous 
work by Rene Vincent, a French art deco 
artist who produced a large number of 
works for the Bon Marché department store 
[in Paris],” Ms. Etingin says. “His portrayal of 
women is generous, glamorous and vibrant, 
never gauche, always respectful, and his 
attention to detail is spectacular.”

The midcentury modern era in the 
1950s and ’60s further simplified design, 
with clean visuals and an emphasis on 
typography. Use of color ensured images 
continued to pop.

“There is a series of Polish zoo posters, 
done in the 1960s by Waldemar Swierzy, 
that I love,” Ms. Etingin says. “Full of color 
and verve, they are eye-catching and 
perfect examples of midcentury poster 
perfection.

“Owning the gallery for roughly 20 years 
has shown me that every period has charm, 
value and posters that are significant,” 
she says.

La Belle Époque 
Vintage Posters & 
Framing in New York 
Image courtesy of La Belle 
Époque Vintage Posters 
& Framing

Citroën C4 car ad by 
Roger de Valerio, 1928 
Image courtesy of La Belle 
Époque Vintage Posters 
& Framing

Le Pole Nord
by Japhet, 1890s 
Image courtesy of La Belle 
Époque Vintage Posters 
& Framing

Mallorca and 
Canadian Grand Prix 
posters, designed by 
Mads Berg, 2020 
Image courtesy of L’Affichiste
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Brides Les Bains by 
Leon Benigni, 1929 
Image courtesy of La Belle 
Époque Vintage Posters 
& Framing



ADDING COLOR
Condition and rarity drive a 

poster’s pricing. 
Dealers consider “how many were 

printed and how many survive today, 
the artist who designed them and their 
condition,” Ms. Etingin says. 

“For artists like Leonetto Cappiello, 
Cassandre and Jules Cheret, called by 
many the ‘Father of the Poster,’ values can 
be tens of thousands of dollars,” she says. 

“Posters printed during the same period 
by lesser-known artists can be purchased 
for under $1,000.”

Rarity also applies to subject matter, 
such as banned goods, recalled posters and 
printing errors, Mr. England points out.

“I have the recalled advance one sheet 
for Return of the Jedi, originally titled 
Revenge of the Jedi,” he says. “George Lucas 
changed his mind about the title after the 
first round of posters had been distributed 
and they sent out notices for theaters to 
return all of the posters. I love the artwork 
and the story behind this piece.”

Absinthe, meanwhile, was banned nearly 
worldwide by 1914, so advertisements for 
the spirit are difficult to come by and more 
valuable than other alcohol ads.

As for condition, the quality of colors is 
far more important than imperfections.

“I tell people to death, colors that are 
not faded are more important than a 

little missing piece in the corner,” says Elie 
Saporta, Ms. Tarasuk’s business partner and 
cofounder of La Belle Époque. “Because if it 
doesn’t have pizzazz, who cares if the paper 
is perfect?”

Ms. Etingen maintains that modern-day 
posters provide the same function as earlier 
iterations of the art form.

“They strive to grab the attention of 
passers-by to sell them an idea or a product,” 
she says. “While the printing process 
and design influences have changed, the 
purpose of a poster has remained the same.”

STILL, A SENSE of yearning for the past 
exists amongst avid collectors.

“Vintage posters have a unique 
artistry missing from today’s work,” 
Mr. England says.

Gen Z has picked up the poster 
torch, approaching bygone eras, before 
digitization, with a great deal of respect 
and admiration.

“They’re interested in the history,” 
Ms. Tarasuk says. “I always say to them, 
‘I’m so happy that you came in — I’m meeting 
a youngster with an old soul,’ which is a 
wonderful thing.

“It’s amazing that these posters that 
were only made to last a few weeks are 
being treasured for more than 100 years,” 
she says. 

“Colors that are 
not faded are 
more important 
than a little 
missing piece 
in the corner. 
Because if it 
doesn’t have 
pizzazz, who 
cares if the paper 
is perfect?” 

— ELIE SAPORTA, LA BELLE ÉPOQUE, 
NEW YORK 
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Real Old Paper in 
San Francisco, California 
Image courtesy of Real Old Paper
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Nashville, TN, USA
$9,800,000

PARKS REALTY
H. Fulk/T. McGuire/C. Renken — +1 615 383 6600

team@happytarahomes.com
Search EWYI on luxuryportfolio.com

The Orchard House draws its name from the variety of fruit trees found 
throughout the 2.7-acre estate. Thoughtfully curated & perfectly executed 
— fresh, contemporary, European villa-style home with authentic Crab 
Orchard stone, limestone floors, wide-vplank French white oak, walnut, 
real plaster & more. Created to seamlessly blend outside and inside. 
Luxury finishes throughout appeal to the most discerning buyer. Features 
include La Cornue Range, Sub-Zero fridge, Wolf coffee station, Italian 
marble kitchen counters and 440-bottle climate-controlled wine storage.
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A stunning residence set on 29.5 acres with a private driveway 
through the woods, stream flowing into a pond and breathtaking views 
of the Little Miami Valley, Whispering Pines is unlike anything else. 
Enjoy unmatched privacy and luxury in the 14,000-SF+ main residence 
with 5 bedrooms, 8 full baths and 4 half baths. 1,403-square-foot pool/
guest house includes bedroom, bath, kitchen, living room and loft. This 
home is fully renovated and expanded to suit today’s lifestyle while 
retaining its original, gracious details and magnificence.

Cincinnati, OH, USA
$8,900,000

SIBCY CLINE REALTORS
Steve Early — +1 513 382 1218
searly@sibcycline.com
Search XVJS on luxuryportfolio.com
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Minusio, TI, Switzerland
CHF 7,950,000

WETAG CONSULTING
Iradj Alexander David — +41 91 601 04 40

alexander@wetag.ch
Search DQKH on luxuryportfolio.com

Mediterranean holiday villa — sophisticated ambience, spacious rooms, 
heated outdoor pool & lots of sunlight. Stately, completely private, 
very elegant, easy to live in: these are the attributes of this very attractive 
Mediterranean villa for sale in Minusio, also as secondary residence. 
From the elegantly landscaped driveway to the breathtaking 180° 
panoramic view — it is heartwarming. All rooms have access to the 
terraces and the perfectly maintained plane garden with pool. 
A basement also offers plenty of workspace and a spacious wine cellar.
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Lake Forest, IL, USA
$7,999,995

@PROPERTIES
Malay/O’Neill — +1 847 881 0200
brandie@atproperties.com
Search DQEZ on luxuryportfolio.com

Bedford Hills, NY, USA
$6,900,000

HOULIHAN LAWRENCE
Martha Violante — +1 914 643 4691
mviolante@houlihanlawrence.com
Search YNWX on luxuryportfolio.com

Weston, MA, USA
$7,995,000

ANDREW ABU INC. REALTORS
Andrew Abu — +1 508 561 8004
andrew@andrewabu.com
Search JRLG on luxuryportfolio.com

Reno, NV, USA
$6,750,000

DICKSON REALTY
Kathie Bartlett — +1 775 741 5675
kbartlett@dicksonrealty.com
Search LRCR on luxuryportfolio.com
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Chicago, IL, USA
$7,875,000

@PROPERTIES
Emily Sachs Wong — +1 312 286 0800

esw@atproperties.com
Search ROYF on luxuryportfolio.com

Outstanding 11,000-square-foot double lot 
home on one of the most notable blocks in 
East Lincoln Park. Magnificent width offers a 
perspective of grace and elegance rarely found 
in a Lincoln Park home. Custom windows, tall 
doors and high ceilings offer a modern feel to 
this classic architecture. 
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Who would imagine that a property such as this could exist in the 
heart of Atlanta? Designed by Henri Jova and Ken Lynch, built for one 
of Atlanta’s top executives, this custom luxury property affords you 
elegant entertaining. The home is a private retreat amid plush and 
manicured grounds, offering walk-out verandas that span the length 
of the home on both levels. Featuring four bedrooms, en-suite baths, 
multiple living rooms, banquet dining, exercise room, outdoor fireplace, 
home office and garage space for three vehicles. An extraordinary 
treasure to be found.

Atlanta, GA, USA
$7,600,000

HARRY NORMAN, REALTORS
Beckie Amos — +1 404 229 1183
beckie.amos@harrynorman.com
Search SLRR on luxuryportfolio.com
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Amazing oceanfront property ideally located on a corner lot with easy 
beach access. Unobstructed whitewater views from most rooms, huge, 
glass-enclosed deck with gas fire pit, gated garage. 

Oceanside, CA, USA
$6,495,000

FIRST TEAM REAL ESTATE
The Beran Group — +1 760 906 0733

info@johnberangroup.com
Search TNCR on luxuryportfolio.com
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San Antonio, TX, USA
Price upon request

PHYLLIS BROWNING COMPANY
Natalee Newell — +1 210 215 1212
nnewell@phyllisbrowning.com
Search PWJF on luxuryportfolio.com

Perched amongst the clouds with unforgettable views of the city, this 
impeccable space is a high-rise masterpiece. Seamless open-concept 
floor plan, beautifully curated design touches and floor-to-ceiling 
windows grace the home. The magazine-worthy kitchen is equipped with 
a waterfall island, Miele appliances & custom cabinetry. Five gorgeous 
balconies offer marvelous spaces for outdoor enjoyment. The primary 
suite offers an incredible view of downtown San Antonio, expansive walk-
in closet and a private workout space.
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Millbrook, NY, USA
$6,100,000

HOULIHAN LAWRENCE
Marc Maclean — +1 917 922 4131

mmaclean@houlihanlawrence.com
Search LCJA on luxuryportfolio.com

Everything about this grand 1832 Greek 
revival says “good times.” Heaven for home-
for-the-holidays, unrivalled as a destination 
for country weekends with friends, it also 
presents the ultimate work-from-home option. 
The desirable, bucolic mecca of Millbrook is 
just 90 minutes from Manhattan. Designed 
by notable 19th-century architect Tristram 
Coffin, this sensational, renovated 7-bedroom 
manor — unequaled in its generous classical 
proportions and intricate detailing — has long 
stood grandly on its 68-plus acres as one of 
the Hudson Valley’s most admired residences.
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Few things epitomize American culture 
more than classic cars. Autos made 
during the 1950s were so enmeshed 

with society at the time that their influence 
on one another was indistinguishable.

During the decade, cars moved beyond 
sheer practicality and evolved into a pastime, 
evident in the rise of drive-in theaters, rock 
and roll, and expanding highway that forever 
changed city layouts and the ways in which 
regions of the country connected.

“The Fifties is arguably one of the most 
significant decades in all of automotive 
history,” says Jake Welk, marketing manager 
at LeMay — America’s Car Museum in 
Tacoma, Washington. 

This shift in purpose was apparent in 
auto design.

“Cars of the ‘50s became sexier, with 
distinctive colors like greens, blues, yellows 
and pinks, along with flashy trim with heavy 
use of chrome on long, wide bodies,” Mr. 
Welk says. “Big headlights, chrome grilles, 
large tailfins and an overall flowing design 
were common.

“This shaped the way we view cars 
forever, looking at them more as a status 
symbol and with a sense of fashion and 
creative and expressive design in a way that 
had never been seen before,” he says.

Car design took off in the 1950s, taking 
inspiration from — and inspiring — popular 
culture in a way that continues to wow 
By LINSEY STONCHUS 

1957 Chevrolet Bel Air

1955 Ford Fairlaine
Image courtesy of LeMay — 
America’s Car Museum

1 2
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TAKING FLIGHT
Much of the cultural shift in the ‘50s is attributed to changing 

sentiments post-World War II. Not only was the car a simpler way 
to transport expanding families, but pop culture and entertainment 
were booming. Enjoying oneself was a top priority.

“Everybody was looking forward to something new,” says Chris 
Horning, car designer at the Gilmore Car Museum in Hickory Corners, 
Michigan. “It was a relief, you know. The world had been in a bad 
place for a long time and, all of a sudden, it wasn't any more.” 

Technological advancements, including those of the previous 
decade’s war, greatly affected car design.

“It’s a distinctive era in design,” Mr. Horning says. “In the ‘50s, 
right after the war, rockets were a big deal, so you see cars with 
great big, huge taillights that looked like rocket exhaust.”

In the mid-1950s, the Space Race took hold and commercial air 
travel was on the rise, further influencing design with features that 
mimicked the wings of an airplane and other fuselage-inspired 
attributes. These designs were slimmer and sleeker than the boxy 
models of the early decade.

“Anything from 1955 on seems to be more popular than the early-
‘50s cars, just because the design style was inspired by fuselage and 
was more streamlined, rather than the chunky look,” Mr. Horning says.

The 1957 Chevrolet Bel Air, for instance, one of the most iconic 
cars of the time, featured sleek tailfins on the back of the car. 
The 1959 Cadillac Coupe DeVille, meanwhile, sported a wraparound 
windshield resembling that of an airplane.

“The ‘50s era certainly was space- and jet-age,” Mr. Horning says. 
“We see these in the big tailfins and science fiction-looking interiors.”

The boom in travel, both on the road and in the skies, in turn, 
influenced the infrastructure of the United States.

“Automobile design had an effect on the architecture of the 
United States and the way the towns were laid out,” Mr. Horning says.

Mr. Welk adds that “the highway system and infrastructure 
began to expand, creating longer roads that interconnected cities 
and states and allowed for higher-speed travel.”

Just as the rise of the automobile affected city layouts, 
better infrastructure led to even more drivers on the road, and the 
loop continued. The expansion of driving also meant safety was an 
increasing imperative.

“They began to adapt by adding new, innovative features 
and designs that created a whole new experience for the driver, 
including the introduction of power steering and automatic 
transmissions,” Mr. Welk says. “Many of these design and safety 
features are still seen in cars being built today.”

Chrome and bright 
colors characterize 
the classic ‘50s look, 
and this 1956 custom 
Mercury sedan
Image courtesy of LeMay — 
America’s Car Museum

Big back fins, like on 
this 1959 Chevrolet 
Impala Sport Coupe, 
were all the rage
Image courtesy of LeMay — 
America’s Car Museum

1957 Ford Thunderbird
Image courtesy of LeMay — 
America’s Car Museum
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TOUGH BIRDS
Aside from the design and culture 

surrounding classic cars, their durability 
ensured their longevity.

“Cars in the ‘50s were built very well and 
sturdy, and many of the vehicles that were 
built in the ‘50s that have been properly 
taken care of and restored over the years 
are still very durable and drivable, just as 
they were back when they were created,” 
Mr. Welk says.

Most collectibles are the makes and 
models most popular during the decade.  

“The Big Three, as they became known, 
were General Motors, Chrysler and Ford,” 
Mr. Horning says. “Whatever they put out 
seemed to stamp out the other companies 

that were lacking in their engineering or 
development. They couldn't offer all the 
options, and they fell behind.”

No feud, however, was as grand as 
General Motors’ Chevrolet race against 
Ford, which lingers today.

“The age-long argument ‘Ford-versus-
Chevy’ really took flight in the ‘50s,” Mr. Welk
says. “Both of these automobile manufacturers 
were fighting toe-to-toe in competition to 
outdo each other and produce the best, 
most-wanted vehicles on the road.”

Chevy gained even more popularity 
with singer Dinah Shore’s 1952 commercial 
turn urging Americans to “See the U.S.A. in 
your Chevrolet.”

The Ford Thunderbird was created to 
compete with the Chevrolet Corvette and, 
in its debut in 1955, greatly outsold the 
latter. Primarily, the battle was in the engine's
performance, with the rivals hoping to 
outpace one another in horsepower 
and speed.

Both models, however, remained icons 
of the 1950s, with versions released as late 
as 2005 for the Thunderbird and 2019 for 
the Corvette. 

Other General Motors standouts 
included Buicks and Cadillacs, known for 
their luxury and family-oriented vehicles, 
such as the high-end Cadillac Series 62 or 
spacious Buick Special models.

5
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PACKING IT IN
Less loved during their time were Studebakers and Packards, 

which have more recently found popularity as collector cars.
The 1951 Studebaker Commander was most famous for its “bullet-

nose” rounded front-exterior design, with the company advertising 
at the time, ‘The Next Look in cars is a ‘Jet-Propelled Look!’ 

Unfortunately for Studebaker, the bullet-nose was short-lived 
and only a feature in its 1950–1952 models, as the company was 
sued by rival Tucker for patent infringement because it mimicked the 
design of some of Tucker’s models.

That said, this lawsuit was not Studebaker’s downfall. 
Financial issues haunted the company for decades before releasing 
its last model in 1966. Many experts now assert that, in retrospect, 

Studebaker was ahead of its time. It saw smaller cars as the future, 
which came to fruition in later decades, but released them too soon, 
at a time when bulkier cars were in vogue.

Packard released its last model in 1956. Although Packards were 
exceptional cars, they were quite expensive and could not remain 
competitive in the market.

Despite being beloved at car shows, old Packards and 
Studebakers are much more challenging to restore.

“They're far more difficult to restore because there aren't as many 
of them and people don't tend to make the parts for them anymore,” 
Mr. Horning says. “There's a huge market for ‘55 Chevy parts 
because there were so many made. Not so much a ‘55 Packard.”

6
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 UP THE VOLUME
 Without question, the effects of the 
1950s automotive industry are still felt today. 
The decade’s infl uence can be found all 
over American culture and in hints of 
modern vehicles. 
 “The ‘50s really shaped the way our 
society and culture is in America and laid the 
foundation for the way Americans have lived 
over the past 70 years since,” Mr. Welk says.
  “Modern-day cars were, no doubt, 
shaped by the design features and 
innovations that were introduced in cars 
of the ‘50s,” he says. “However, cars, over 
time, have become more practical, focusing 
on safety and making the experience for the 
driver easier.”

  Automobiles are also produced at 
far greater a scale, and with hybrid and 
electric-motor options in addition to gas-
powered combustion engines.
  “Cars now are mass-produced like never 
before, and automotive manufacturers 
are now more focused on providing a high 
volume of vehicles for consumers rather than 
focusing on making them exotic and unique,” 
Mr. Welk says.

 YET THE INGENUITY of artistry and 
machinery persists in the decades-old 
vehicles still driving today, their quality 
undeniable. Alongside the physical cars are 
the memories.

 “[Collectors] keep that interest in this 
area because they have these wonderful 
stories that they can relate to, that were 
told to them by their aunts and uncles and 
grandparents growing up and shared for 
years,” Mr. Horning says. “It’s fun to go to 
a car show and share the stories.”
  Mr. Welk agrees. 
 “The automobile has always been 
one of America’s favorite pastimes,” 
he says. “It creates passion in all of us 
and connects us together in a way many 
other things cannot.” 

 JOINING THE RACE
  European cars made their own mark on the industry. 
Leisurely vehicles were not the initial priority, but as 
the decade went on, the continent increasingly 
manufactured luxury and sports cars.
  Post-World War II, “Europe was rebuilding, while the 
U.S. was building upon,” Mr. Horning says. “They were 
looking for cars that were much smaller and easier to 
drive around, and inexpensive trucks for hauling and 
fi xing things and construction, so they developed truck 
companies that eventually turned into, or merged with, 
automobile companies.”

  Horton, Opel and Audi are just some examples.
  “It wasn't until much later in the ‘50s, after they 
got done rebuilding, that amazing cars came out, 
like the Mercedes 300SL and Ferraris,” Mr. Horning 
says. “The racecars that came from Europe were just 
incredible cars.”
 Meanwhile, Rolls-Royce Motor Cars and Bentley 
Motors were the epitome of luxury.
  “That’s how the whole United States sports car clubs 
started, because these soldiers brought all these really 
cool cars back over,” Mr. Horning says.

1951 Studebaker 
Commander
Image courtesy of 
Gilmore Car Museum

Manufacturers such 
as Cadillac went 
the luxury route, as 
seen in this 1950s 
advertisement

1959 Cadillac Coupe 
DeVille
Image courtesy of LeMay 
— America’s Car Museum
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IN LIVING 
COLOR 

“With color one obtains an 
energy that seems to stem 
from witchcraft,” once said the 

impressionist artist Henri Matisse. It is no 
secret that colors send a message, every 
subtle change in undertone, saturation or 
depth shifting what is said. 

Combining a collection of shades can 
create entire realms tied to specific moods 
or experiences — what textile and product 
designer Lori Weitzner has dubbed “color 
worlds.” And forget witchcraft: purposefully 
bringing such a palette into your life can 
give a boost in areas that could use a 
change of color.  

“It’s really how these colors will make us 
feel, specifically in a space,” Ms. Weitzner, 
principal of Lori Weitzner Design Inc. in 
New York and author of Ode to Color: 
The Ten Essential Palettes for Living and 
Design, says. “We can understand how to 
communicate through color, and to use it 
to work for us and with us.”

GARDEN PARTY
Playful, joyful, magical

If every hue has its own 
emotional and cultural meaning, 
a thoughtful palette can become 
a whole world of color to live in
By LISA KLEIN

A “Garden Party” 
palette used by 
designer Timothy 
Corrigan brings 
playfulness to a room
Photo © Eric Piasecki/OTTO 
for Timothy Corrigan, 
courtesy of Harper Design

Textile and product 
designer Lori Weitzner
Photo by Nina Nelson 
Photography

Ode to Color: 
The Ten Essential 
Palettes for Living 
and Design by Lori 
Weitzner with Dorothy 
Mitchell, published by 
Harper Design
Image courtesy of 
Harper Design

1 2 3
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ALCHEMY
Creative, inspiring, enlightening  

4

5
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EARTHLY
Passionate, provocative, following dreams



Trigger figure
Starting off as a painter before pivoting 

to textile design, Ms. Weitzner always had 
a good sense of color and composition. But 
years of making new fabrics, wallcoverings, 
passementerie and other items brought the 
stories those colors told to the forefront. 

Consequently, she now has 36 color 
drawers in her studio filled with yarns and 
swatches, six for reds alone, the character 
and impact of each never lost.

“I realized that color was actually my first 
language, before English, if that makes any 
sense,” Ms. Weitzner says. “It’s the first thing 
I think about all the time.”

While most do not consider color with 
the clarity that Ms. Weitzner does, every 
hue that crosses an individual’s vision has 
a subconscious effect — a memory trigger, 
a cultural touchstone or an emotional tap.

The ties between color and emotion 
have been observed throughout history, from 
the ancient Egyptians and Chinese to Swiss 
psychiatrist Carl Gustav Jung’s theories in 
the 1900s to modern psychological studies 
on the subject. Orange is energetic, yellow 
optimistic, blue calming and red passionate. 

Then there are cultural associations — 
red is often seen as a warning, purple is 
synonymous with royalty, green represents 
nature, black a symbol of mourning. 

Each individual also color coordinates 
his or her own experiences. Much like 
the way scents are known to bring back 
memories, different hues can summon the 
past for each person. 

Perhaps red reminds one person of 
a peaceful childhood trip to the apple 
orchard, another of a crimson-painted room 
that was the scene of a spectacular fight.  

“What I actually think it is, is 
synesthesia,” Ms. Weitzner posits. “You 
experience something with all the senses 
working at the same time.”

Synesthesia is a condition in which 
senses are combined — someone may 
taste mint when she sees a certain color, 
see specific colors with every song she 
hears or hear a different sound with each 
food she eats. 

Mozart, a famous synesthete, saw colors 
that corresponded to different keys of music. 

In adults, synesthesia is thought to be 
caused by extra neural connections in the 
brain. It is believed, and is beginning to 
be shown by studies, that all infants have 
synesthesia for the first few months of life, 
as the brain undergoes a “pruning” of neural 
pathways until about age two, eventually 
separating and focusing each of the senses, 
among other brain functions. 

“That crossover is what I think we all want 
to try and get back to,” Ms. Weitzner says. 

Designer Kate Hume’s use of an 
“Earthly” palette adds a warm, 
dreamy quality to the room
Photo © Frans van der Heijden/Kate 
Hume, courtesy of Harper Design 

A dining room in the “Alchemy” 
palette by Marc-Michaels 
Interior Design inspires creativity
Photo © Photography by Edward Butera/
IBI Designs Inc., courtesy of Marc-
Michaels Interior Design/Harper Design

A bedroom in the “Waterside” 
palette, designed by Ike 
Kligerman Barkley, gives 
grounding vibes
Photo © William Waldron for 
Ike Kligerman Barkley, courtesy of 
Harper Design

4 5 6

NIGHT SHADOWS
Serious, introspective, mysterious

SILVERLIGHT
Innovative, experimental, forward-looking

WATERSIDE
Grounding, steady, dependable

“It’s not just about the colors, 
but about what they represent” 

— LORI WEITZNER, PRODUCT DESIGNER AND AUTHOR, ODE TO COLOR

6
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Boca Grande, FL, USA
$6,000,000

MICHAEL SAUNDERS & COMPANY
John Harms — +1 941 232 5397
johnharms@michaelsaunders.com
Search JCOW on luxuryportfolio.com

Little Gasparilla Island. Gulf-to-bay, barrier 
island compound offers unparalleled privacy 
and world-class luxury. This more than 4-acre 
tropical oasis includes 200 feet of gulf and 
200 feet of serene bay frontage, made up 
of 2 elegant bayfront homes, 1 charming 
beachfront cottage and an expansive dining/
cooking pavilion. The estate totals 8 bedrooms, 
8.5 baths, classic wraparound porches and 
2 large boat docks with instant access to 
the Intracoastal Waterway, all connected by 
extensive boardwalk bridges through tidal 
mangroves and stunning lagoons. 
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A masterfully executed European country estate on a private West 
Bellevue lane. A bespoke masterpiece with 12–15' ceilings, luxury 
outdoor relaxation, Carrara marble & the finest appliances like 
Gaggenau, Wolf, Sub-Zero & Fulgor Milano. Main floor primary wing 
boasts marble-clad bath, dual patios & office suite. Featuring 5 beds 
with private baths, full guest suite, Marvin wood windows, French oak 
floors, RH fixtures, vaulted bonus room with skyline views, dual WD & 
steam laundry, smart wiring & home audio. 120' south-facing yard. 
Short walk to downtown & schools.

Bellevue, WA, USA
$5,999,900

WINDERMERE REAL ESTATE
I. Porter/D. Van Wyck — +1 206 673 3419

vwpsales@windermere.com
Search KOVI on luxuryportfolio.com
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St. Petersburg, FL, USA
$5,680,000

MICHAEL SAUNDERS & COMPANY
Tina Borges-Druth — +1 727 209 7848
info@residences400central.com
Search YDCN on luxuryportfolio.com

Now under construction. Designed by Arquitectonica, 400 Central offers
an elevated approach to luxury city living in the heart of St. Petersburg.
This Sky Collection residence is draped in glass from floor to ceiling, 
allowing for an abundance of natural light in this stunningly designed 
four-bedroom penthouse. Located on the 42nd floor, a continuous wrap-
around terrace creates a wonderful connection to the panoramic city 
and water views from every room. An expansive owners’ suite, spa-like 
bathrooms with luxury fixtures and a gourmet kitchen offer true luxury 
living in the sky.
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Amenia, NY, USA
$5,995,000

HOULIHAN LAWRENCE
Oliver Brown — +1 917 680 8933
obrown@houlihanlawrence.com
Search KNPU on luxuryportfolio.com

Highland Beach, FL, USA
$5,600,000

WILLIAM RAVEIS REAL ESTATE, MORTGAGE & INSURANCE
Terri & Laura — +1 561 445 2929
terri.berman@raveis.com
Search TANR on luxuryportfolio.com

Darien, CT, USA
$5,680,000

WILLIAM RAVEIS REAL ESTATE, MORTGAGE & INSURANCE
F. Goebert/G. Flagg — +1 917 916 1693
fay.goebert@raveis.com
Search XNAR on luxuryportfolio.com

Chicago, IL, USA
$5,500,000

@PROPERTIES
Emily Sachs Wong — +1 312 286 0800
esw@atproperties.com
Search JNXV on luxuryportfolio.com
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Colorado Living at its finest. Located on the Crested Butte Airpark 
runway, this luxury home resides on 1.69 acres and enjoys panoramic 
views of the iconic mountains surrounding “The Last Great Colorado Ski 
Town.” Custom-built with attention to detail, this 3 BDR/3.5 BA, 3,427-SF
residence offers a beautiful rustic feel. An additional 477 SF pilot’s 
quarter is available in the 3,223-SF aircraft hangar with a 9,500 SF ramp. 
Extensive landscaping & expansive stone patio with a gas firepit are the 
finishing touches that set this legacy property apart from the rest. 

Crested Butte, CO, USA
$5,500,000

BLUEBIRD REAL ESTATE
Maggie Dethloff — +1 970 209 7880
maggie@bbre1.com
Search XMBS on luxuryportfolio.com
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Miami, FL, USA
$5,545,900

CERVERA REAL ESTATE
Anthony Flexas — +1 305 338 7089

aflexas@cervera.com
Search OAAN on luxuryportfolio.com

Introducing an awe-inspiring 4-bedroom
+den 2-level home at The Residences at 1428 
Brickell: An exquisite collection of only 189 
residences designed as a private sanctuary 
within the quintessential Miami skyline. This 
3,547-SF residence features a thoughtfully 
designed floor plan by ACPV Architects and 
includes 11-foot ceilings, an Arclinea kitchen, 
a deep sunrise terrace with summer kitchen, 
a private elevator foyer with 2 elevators and 
Citterio-designed signature pieces throughout. 
Enjoy 80,000 SF of amenities, including a 
rooftop pool.
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Providence, RI, USA
$5,500,000

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES LTD.
Jim DeRentis — +1 401 529 2188
jderentis@residentialproperties.com
Search AKAH on luxuryportfolio.com

Englewood Cliffs, NJ, USA
$4,988,800

HOWARD HANNA — RAND REALTY
Barri Plawker — +1 201 615 6759
barri.plawker@randrealty.com
Search QHNK on luxuryportfolio.com

Lakewood Ranch, FL, USA
$5,495,000

MICHAEL SAUNDERS & COMPANY
Stacy Haas — +1 941 587 4359
stacyhaas@michaelsaunders.com
Search OSTM on luxuryportfolio.com

Toronto, ON, Canada
CAD $6,649,000

HARVEY KALLES REAL ESTATE
Elise Stern — +1 416 450 4070
info@elisestern.com
Search JGIC on luxuryportfolio.com
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Rare chance to own in the prestigious, gated section of Morrocroft 
Estates. Minutes from fine dining and shopping in SouthPark. 
Centrally located enough for easy access to Uptown or Ballantyne. 
Too many updates to list, but include quartzite counters, RH fixtures, 
Sub-Zero and Thermador appliances, wine cellar, steam shower and a 
dog wash station. No more worries with 3 new HVAC units and a tankless 
water heater. The rear gate in the back of the property is an easy walk 
to the desirable Sharon Elementary School and Foxcroft Swim & Racquet 
Club. 24-hr security with patrols.

Charlotte, NC, USA
$4,950,000

ALLEN TATE REALTORS
Anthony Frantilla — +1 704 629 8669

anthony.frantilla@allentate.com
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Key Biscayne, FL, USA
$4,850,000

CERVERA REAL ESTATE
Veronica Cervera — +1 305 588 7779
vcervera@cervera.com
Search SCPM on luxuryportfolio.com

3 BD + den & 3.5 BTH, 3,480 SQ FT, flow-
through residence offers resort living in one 
of Key Biscayne’s most elegant & coveted 
buildings — Grand Bay Residences. With 
eastern-facing waterfront views, watch the 
sunrise from its dining area or expansive 
balcony. Amenities include valet parking, 
24-hr concierge, beach, pool, fitness center, 
steps from the Ritz-Carlton Resort. Features: 
private elevator, foyer, dining room, fam. 
room, chef-style kitchen, parking, storage unit, 
separate laundry room w/service entrance — 
an unparalleled opportunity like no other.
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Nyack, NY, USA
$4,950,000

HOWARD HANNA — RAND REALTY
Regina Carmel — +1 845 598 6770
regina.carmel@randrealty.com
Search JGGS on luxuryportfolio.com

Atlanta, GA, USA
$4,500,000

DORSEY ALSTON REALTORS
R. Seydel/M. Beeryl — +1 404 358 2703
rosinaseydel@aol.com
Search EHTI on luxuryportfolio.com

Pound Ridge, NY, USA
$4,900,000

WILLIAM RAVEIS REAL ESTATE, MORTGAGE & INSURANCE
L. Eckert/K. Zoccali — +1 203 451 4300
liz.eckert@raveis.com
Search DDPM on luxuryportfolio.com

Longboat Key, FL, USA
$4,500,000

MICHAEL SAUNDERS & COMPANY
Stacy Hanan — +1 941 266 0529
stacyhanan@michaelsaunders.com
Search YDNF on luxuryportfolio.com
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With its blaring traffic and donkey carts rattling through 
maze-like souks, few cities deliver a sensory shake-up as 
Cairo does. Many visitors simply beeline for the pyramids 

before setting sail on a Nile River cruise, but those who dive deeper 
will find a mesmerizing metropolis unlike any other. 

Opening in November after numerous delays, the new Grand 
Egyptian Museum, on its own, deserves an extra day on Cairo 
itineraries. This billion-dollar colossus of glass and concrete houses 
all 5,300 of King Tutankhamun’s treasures, among countless other 
artifacts — many never before displayed publicly. 

It is also well worth exploring the French architecture and 
souks downtown in the city’s timeworn commercial heart, where 
19th-century buildings are being restored to all their former pastel-
colored glory as galleries and boutiques. They coexist alongside 
mainstays such as the trailblazing Townhouse Gallery, which has 
spotlighted emerging local artists such as Mohamed Monaiseer 
and Yasmine ElMeleegy since 1998.

The new 
Grand 

Egyptian 
Museum and 
a downtown 
renaissance
 make Cairo 
more vibrant 

than ever
Story and photography by 

CHRIS SCHALKX

Visiting the Giza 
pyramid complex is the 
catalyst for many trips 
to Cairo 

A market stall at Khan 
el-Khalili, a souk dating 
to the 14th century in 
Cairo’s historic center

1 2
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EAT
On the first floor of the 1920s Baehler Mansions in Zamalek, 

U Bistro & Bar delivers a moodily lit respite from the bustle just 
outside — and a welcome glass of wine. Chef Irfan Malek, previously 
at Dubai’s Atlantis resort and Velaa in the Maldives, dishes out 
French and Italian favorites such as veal tartare and foie-gras-
topped Tournedos Rossini. 

Opened in 2012, Zooba riffs on Egyptian street food staples 
with a takeout-friendly menu spanning ta’ameya (Egyptian falafel), 
sandwiches with beet and hibiscus tahini to ful (fava bean stew) 
with lemon and cumin. Outposts have since opened elsewhere 
around Cairo and in Riyadh and New York, but the pop-art-clad 
original location along the main drag in Zamalek, an affluent 
neighborhood on an island in the Nile, remains the most charming. 

Upscale Egyptian cooking in the city is usually a hotel affair, 
and Zitouni at the Four Seasons Hotel Cairo at Nile Plaza is among 
the best places to sample local specialties. The menu at this palatial 
dining room runs the gamut from mezze platters to dolmas and 
stuffed pigeon — all served with brilliant Nile views. 

DRINK  
Set in one of the swankest ships moored 

on the Nile, Pier88 is a clubby hangout for 
the upper echelons of Cairo’s social scene. 
At the marble-topped bar spanning the full 
length of the space, bartenders shake up 
espresso martinis and gin-and-tonics with 
dried rosebuds and hibiscus. 

With its crystal chandeliers, creaky 
wooden floors and walls lined with vintage 
books, bar-restaurant Aperitivo transports 
patrons to Cairo’s sepia-toned past. 
Guests nab a spot in one of the leather 
bar chairs and drink their way around 
the extensive list of martinis, gimlets and 
whiskey sours. On Thursdays and Fridays, 
live DJs set the tone. 

Classic cocktails 
and weekend DJs 
entertain guests 
at Apertivo 

Egyptian street 
food from Zooba 
satisfies after a day 
of sightseeing

U Bistro & Bar 
offers diners 
calming décor and 
top-notch food 
and drink
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SHOP  
Wedged between two apartment blocks 

in Garden City on the Nile riverbank, the 
glasshouse-like Cairopolitan concept store 
stocks tongue-in-cheek souvenirs inspired by 
the streets of 21st-century Cairo. Standouts 
include wooden coaster holders shaped 
like Egypt’s ubiquitous butcher’s blocks and 
kitchen aprons emblazoned with illustrations 
of classic local market finds. 

The homewares collection at Byhand 
African Artisans combines Egyptian 
craft techniques with its Scandinavian 
founders’ eye for minimalist design. The 
brand’s Garden City home studio, open by 
appointment only, is a shoppable showroom 
of saltstone candleholders, alabaster floor 
lamps and throws embroidered by Berber 
women in Siwa. 

At TakeCaire, a fifth-floor gallery 
overlooking 6th October Bridge and the 
Egyptian Museum, architect and interior 
designer Sylvie Blanchet connects local 
artisans with French designers for capsule 
collections of tableware, jewelry and 
furnishings that celebrate Egypt’s heritage 
crafts. Open by appointment only. 

Handmade items 
for sale at Byhand 
African Artisans

A paper jewelry 
collection at 
TakeCaire gallery
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STAY 
With a breezy, art-studded lobby and a palm-fringed pool, Four Seasons Hotel Cairo 

at Nile Plaza is exactly what one hopes to find after a day in the Egyptian heat. Its 365 
rooms and suites sport palettes of creamy marble and gold, with many opening to private 
balconies to make the most of their location on the Nile. Guests can choose from nine 
restaurants and lounges, but the hotel’s private dining experience on the pyramids’ Giza 
Plateau is hard to beat (three-month advance notice required). 

Across the river, Four Seasons Hotel Cairo at The First Residence has a more boutique 
feel, with 262 French-inspired rooms overlooking either the Nile or the pyramids on a clear 
day. The restaurants, including a pan-Asian dining spot and a Brazilian grill, occupy a ritzy 
yacht floating just behind the hotel. 

This story originally appeared in Virtuoso, The Magazine, the publication of the 
leading global travel agency network Virtuoso, which specializes in luxury and 
experiential travel. Scan this code to read more stories like this and explore the 
world of Virtuoso.

TIP: 
“The City of the Dead is 
a weird historic place 
to walk in a city that 
isn’t known for strolling. 
Muslim conquerors built 
the first mausoleums 
around A.D. 650, and 
the Egyptian elite and 
subsequent rulers kept 
adding magnificent 
tombs to what today 
is a dense, four-mile-
long necropolis. Go 
with a guide — it’s easy 
to get lost, and they 
have access to family 
compounds not open 
to the public” 

— JULIE-ANNA VOGEL, 
VIRTUOSO TRAVEL ADVISOR, 
VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA

Homes in Cairo’s 
Garden City 
neighborhood 

Spectacular views 
of the Nile River 
abound in Cairo

8 9
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TRAVEL |  STRAVEL  |  NATURAL WONDERS

WHAT A 
WONDERFUL
WORLD

Take a trip around the globe with 
seven sights springing straight from nature

By LISA KLEIN

106



Luxury Portfolio Magazine  ||  107

The Earth is packed with awe-inspiring natural marvels 
created from nothing but the processes of geology 
and life. Yet many go underappreciated in favor of 

more modern, manmade achievements. 
 The Seven Natural Wonders Foundation teamed up with 
cable broadcaster CNN to change that, compiling a list of 
the “Seven Natural Wonders of the World” to inspire people 
to visit and preserve all of the wild and amazing natural 
places on the planet. 

 Aurora borealis
 Bright waves of blues, greens, purples and pinks dazzle 
across the pitch-black night sky each winter in the northern 
reaches of the globe. No, it is not a laser light show, but the 
natural phenomenon, aurora borealis, also known as the 
northern lights. 
 Geomagnetic storms on the sun shoot electrons out at 
high speeds, which collide with particles such as nitrogen 
and oxygen in Earth’s atmosphere, releasing light as they 
calm down. 
 The stunning displays, seen as a colored glow or waves, 
occur from September to April in northern-latitude places 
such as Alaska, northern Canada, Iceland, Greenland, 
Estonia, Finland, Sweden and Norway — the closer to the 
North Pole, the better. 
 The best locations to see the aurora may be frigidly cold, 
but they also have little-to-no light pollution and clear 
skies. They also have quite a dark backdrop, with only a 
few hours of sunlight during the season. In the far north, 
during Polar Night, the sun does not rise above the horizon 
for two months.

A b ealis, Norway. stock.adobe.comAurora borealis, Norway.
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Victoria Falls
Deep in southern Africa, the calm waters of the Zambezi River, 

the fourth longest in Africa, violently plunge into the depths of a 
355-foot-deep gorge. 

The largest waterfall curtain in the world, Victoria Falls flows at 
the border between Zimbabwe and Zambia. Victoria drops into a 
narrow chasm of just 80–240 feet wide and more than a mile long. 
At the bottom of the falls is a deep pool called the Boiling Pot, 
where the waters of the Zambezi churn among rocks and rapids.  

Victoria Falls is known for not only its size and unique shape, but 
for the mist and rainbows created by its waters. Locals named the 
waterfall Mosi-oa-Tunya — “the smoke that thunders.” 

The clouds of mist rising from the gorge can be seen from more 
than 30 miles away and the crashing water can be heard beyond 
24 miles. The falls are surrounded by lush forests and grasslands 
populated by a menagerie of African animals such as hippopotamuses, 
antelopes, elephants, giraffes, zebras, lions and leopards.

Mount Everest
The bucket list climb to top them all, Mount Everest rises above 

everything else on Earth. The highest point on the planet’s surface, 
on the border of Nepal and Tibet, Everest towers 29,032 feet from 
base to peak. 

Part of a massif in the Himalayas, it lies at a focal point of tectonic 
action between the Indian and Eurasian plates and continues to 
grow by a fraction of an inch every year — layers of granite, limestone 
and ancient sedimentary rock pushed up over millennia. 

The peak of Everest is so high that oxygen levels are a third of 
those at sea level. That, combined with strong winds and extreme 
cold, means nothing lives near the summit. 

Mountain climbers come to the area — which is so remote there 
were no roads until recently — for a fleeting chance to reach that 
summit, which was only first accomplished in 1953 by Sir Edmund 
Hillary and Tenzing Norgay. Since then, more than 6,000 people 
have made it to the top, while 300-plus have perished trying.

Mount Everest, Nepal. stock.adobe.comVictoria Falls, Africa. stock.adobe.com



Guanabara Bay
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, is known for many things — its fun-loving 

Carioca culture, wild Carnival celebrations and colorful samba music. 
But one nature-made Rio icon embodies them all — Guanabara Bay. 

Bays form when ocean water erodes softer materials on shore, 
stopping when it reaches harder ones. This picturesque and massive 
one on the Atlantic coast is surrounded by granite monoliths and 
mountains, such as Sugar Loaf Mountain, and dotted with more than 
130 small islands, the shores loaded with beaches and the famed 
Christ the Redeemer statue towering in the distance. 

Guanabara Bay, about 19 miles long and 18 miles wide, is the 
largest in the world by water volume. The bay holds not just water 
but the history of Brazil. 

There is evidence of native peoples at the bay dating back to 
prehistoric times. When Portuguese explorers landed there on a 
16th-century January day, they thought they were at the mouth of a 
giant river, naming the spot River of January — Rio de Janeiro. 

Paricutín volcano
One of the youngest volcanoes in the world, Paricutín erupted 

for nine years in the Mexican state of Michoacán, 200 miles west of 
Mexico City. 

A cinder cone volcano, which erupts from a single opening in 
the earth’s crust and ends up with a bowl-shaped crater and steep 
sides, Paricutín lies on the Trans-Mexican Volcanic Belt, which 
includes the Sierra Nevada Mountain range.

Until 1943, Paricutín was not there. After weeks of small 
earthquakes and loud rumblings, a fissure opened in a local farmer’s 
cornfield and within hours, a crater had formed. The volcano rose 
1,475 feet in its first year, continuing to spew lava and ash until 1952 
and burying the town that is its namesake. 

Paricutín now stands at 9,210 feet with a 660-foot-wide crater 
and is considered to be dormant. Earthquakes are still common in 
the area and the volcano remains hot enough that rainwater creates 
steam when it falls on it, but visitors can climb all the way to the top.

Guanabara Bay, Brazil. stock.adobe.com Paricutín volcano, Mexico. shutterstock.com
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Great Barrier Reef
There is only one living thing on Earth that 

is visible from space, and it lies underwater. 
The world’s largest formation created by 
organisms, the Great Barrier Reef is also the 
largest “rainforest of the sea.”

The small, soft-bodied coral polyp is 
responsible for the many coral reefs in the 
oceans, constructing hard exoskeletons 
for themselves out of calcium carbonate 
secretions. When they congregate together, 
the results are watery ecosystems teeming 
with life — and must-visit locations for every 
avid scuba diver and snorkeler.

The Great Barrier Reef covers 134,000 
square miles off the northeastern coast 
of Australia, consisting of more than 900 
islands and 3,000 distinct reef formations. 

Although spectacular from above, the 
real action is underneath the surface. One 
of the most diverse ecosystems in the world, 
25 percent of all known marine species can 
be found in the reef: 600 types of coral, 
1,600 species of fish, rays, dolphins, sharks, 
whales, sea turtles, giant clams and the 
endangered Dugong, among them. 

Grand Canyon
Standing out among the many canyons 

formed along rivers across the world 
is the Grand Canyon in Arizona, in the 
southwestern United States, thanks to its 
seemingly never-ending vistas. 

The gorge was carved over millions of 
years by the meandering Colorado River and 
now hits about 6,000 feet at its deepest 
point. The canyon, known for its rust reds 
and sedimentary stripes that keep geologic 
time, cuts through 277 miles in the desert. 
Some rock deposits found at the bottom 
date back 2 billion years. 

As seen from its rims, the canyon 
stretches as far as the eye can see. 
Hiking trails lead through the surrounding 
desert landscape. It is also possible to hike 
all the way to the bottom or take a white-
water rafting trip through the towering 
canyon walls. 

From above, the South Rim — the most 
popular viewpoint — is open all year long. 
The North Rim is much more remote and 
less crowded, but is only open from May to 
October due to weather. 

Great Barrier Reef, Australia. stock.adobe.com

Grand Canyon, United States. stock.adobe.com
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Step into this stunning Al Platt-designed home, and you immediately 
feel the quality and exceptional Glennwood construction. Situated on 
the 12th green of Walnut Cove’s Jack Nicklaus Signature Golf Course and 
steps from the Pisgah National Forest, this home offers superior quality 
and privacy with exceptional long-range views. If seeking the truly 
exceptional, this is a must-see.

Arden, NC, USA
$4,695,000

ALLEN TATE REALTORS —
BEVERLY-HANKS & ASSOCIATES

Roseann Cioce — +1 828 684 5151
roseann@walnutcoverealty.com

Search XXCX on luxuryportfolio.com
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Sarasota, FL, USA
$4,490,000

MICHAEL SAUNDERS & COMPANY
Klaus Lang — +1 941 320 1223
klauslang@michaelsaunders.com
Search WDXM on luxuryportfolio.com

A brilliant fusion of historical beauty and modern luxuries is epitomized 
throughout this private home that soaks in bygone-era architecture, 
regal comforts and breathtaking bay views. In a park-like setting 
behind a stone wall and iron gates, “Splendida” evokes a kinesthesia 
of reverence as intentional vintage details and purposeful upgrades 
gracefully touch every area of this property. Perfectly tucked away and 
yet close to the cultural amenities the area has to offer. This residence 
is an exceptional opportunity.
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Newport, RI, USA
$4,395,000

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES LTD.
Joseph Costa — +1 508 951 4799
jcosta@residentialproperties.com
Search TONF on luxuryportfolio.com

New Canaan, CT, USA
$4,495,000

WILLIAM RAVEIS REAL ESTATE, MORTGAGE & INSURANCE
April & Kelly — +1 203 667 4074
aprilandkelly@raveis.com
Search UITR on luxuryportfolio.com

Boca Raton, FL, USA
$4,288,833

BALISTRERI REAL ESTATE
Alex Jaramillo — +1 561 706 7985
alex@alexjhomes.com
Search VCJJ on luxuryportfolio.com
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This 3-bedroom, 3.5-bath that converts to a 5-bedroom in minutes has 
amazing views of Biscayne Bay and is at Yacht Harbour, one of the most 
desirable condos in Coconut Grove. Walk out directly to the restaurants 
in CocoWalk, fine dining, cinemas, shopping and the Coconut Grove 
Marina. Yacht Harbour is an iconic building created by world-renowned 
architect Kenneth Treister. The world wants to be in Miami, and this 
updated double unit is your opportunity to own the best of it all.

Miami, FL, USA
$4,350,000

THE KEYES COMPANY
Alex Blanco — +1 305 308 2718
alexblanco@keyes.com
Search CYWH on luxuryportfolio.com
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Truckee, CA, USA
$4,200,000

CHASE INTERNATIONAL
Tilly Mezger — +1 530 545 0587
tillmez@chaseinternational.com
Search YBRI on luxuryportfolio.com

The Double J is a one-of-a-kind mountain retreat. A wine purveyor’s 
home located in the coveted gated community of Schaffer’s Mill. 
Minutes from Truckee Airport, world-class ski resorts & famous Lake 
Tahoe beaches. Access miles of hiking, biking and snowshoe trails 
from your back door. This 4-bedroom, 5.5-bath, and 3,800-sq-ft home 
was thoughtfully designed and constructed with the utmost quality to 
accommodate large families and groups. Perfect for full-time or 
vacation living.
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Luxurious, custom-built estate in The Cliffs at 
Walnut Cove providing year-round mountain 
views. This thoughtfully designed home offers 
an abundance of natural light and exquisite 
custom ceilings. Exceptionally planned, grand 
main living space overlooks the resort-style 
pool with waterfall. Flowing naturally from 
room to room and offering an open concept 
gourmet kitchen, gorgeous dining nook and 
floor-to-ceiling windows with sweeping views 
of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Enjoy expansive 
decks and a year-round porch with a custom 
stone fireplace.

Arden, NC, USA
$3,995,000

ALLEN TATE REALTORS — BEVERLY-HANKS & ASSOCIATES
Marcella Dean — +1 828 778 3326
marcella@walnutcoverealty.com
Search YIQI on luxuryportfolio.com
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San Salvador, Bahamas
$3,950,000

BAHAMAS REALTY LIMITED
Lindsey Cancino — +1 242 424 5710
lcancino@bahamasrealty.com
Search FHSO on luxuryportfolio.com

Sarasota, FL, USA
$3,800,000

MICHAEL SAUNDERS & COMPANY
Beth Afflebach — +1 941 737 1756
bethafflebach@michaelsaunders.com
Search PFJL on luxuryportfolio.com

Northbrook, IL, USA
$3,500,000

@PROPERTIES
Carrie McCormick — +1 312 961 4612
carrie@atproperties.com
Search TZKK on luxuryportfolio.com

Armonk, NY, USA
$3,495,000

HOWARD HANNA — RAND REALTY
Alfonso Vanacoro — +1 914 282 9911
al.vanacoro@randrealty.com
Search MCLW on luxuryportfolio.com
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Gracious estate home on premier street in Terrell Hills. Lovely family 
home with beautiful original details throughout. Downstairs primary 
bedroom with dual-sided bathroom. 4 additional bedrooms and 3 baths 
upstairs. Large formal rooms and family room with soaring ceilings, 
fireplace, wet bar and French doors open to the beautiful backyard & 
pool. Well-appointed kitchen with marble countertops. Three-car garage.

San Antonio, TX, USA
$3,400,000

PHYLLIS BROWNING COMPANY
Phyllis Browning — +1 210 824 7878
pbrowning@phyllisbrowning.com
Search PQMF on luxuryportfolio.com
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Asheville, NC, USA
$3,395,000

ALLEN TATE REALTORS — BEVERLY-HANKS & ASSOCIATES
Cheryl Cannizzaro — +1 954 547 2027

ccannizzaro@beverly-hanks.com
Search LNGS on luxuryportfolio.com

Located on an exclusive private road with 
over seven acres of natural beauty to call 
your own. Enjoy the sounds of nature from the 
dramatiC, cantilevered decks or bask in the 
glow of stunning sunsets. Remote monitoring 
technology makes for easy second-home 
living. Beautiful stone steps to the terrace level 
provide a private entrance for your family/
guests. The luxurious, main-level living offers 
12-foot ceilings, exceptional long-range 
views and the primary suite. A media/exercise 
room, home theater, billiards/family room and 
dedicated office await downstairs.



TRAVEL  |  EUROPEAN SPA TOWNS

Hundreds of resort towns grew around the natural hot springs of Europe 
between the 17th and 19th centuries, playing a large part in the advent of tourism

By LISA KLEIN 

IN HOT 
WATERS  

1
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All-inclusive resorts, package vacation 
deals, travel agents, wellness retreats, 
the very concept of tourism — we owe 

them all, in part, to some hot, mineral-spiked 
water that bubbles through the surface of 
the European continent. 
 Savvy businessmen living near these 
natural hot springs hundreds of years ago 
saw their appeal, and major moneymaking 
potential. The health resort towns they 
built around their waters, which peaked 
in popularity in the 18th and 19th centuries, 
became a cultural phenomenon and some 
of the very fi rst tourist destinations, many 
of which still welcome guests today.
 “As well as being part of this great 
story about using natural waters for their 
health, the architecture and their social 
side, they also became great centers that 
broke down social barriers and allowed 
the groundwork behind the idea of going 
on holiday,” says Paul Simons, heritage and 
tourism expert and secretary general of 
the Great Spa Towns of Europe UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. 
 The 11 locations in Austria, Belgium, the 
Czech Republic, France, Germany, Italy and 
the United Kingdom that comprise the 
UNESCO group are the grandest examples 
of the perfect spa town.

“The spa towns 
created the original 
European tourism 
destinations”

—  PAUL SIMONS, GREAT SPA TOWNS OF 
EUROPE UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITE

1 2

Springs to mine
 The minerals found in hot springs — 
calcium, calcium carbonate, silica, sulfur, 
sodium, magnesium, potassium, iron 
and radon, among others — have long 
been thought to aid in ailments such as 
skin diseases, liver and kidney problems, 
rheumatism, arthritis and gynecological issues. 
 Europeans descended upon the spa 
towns in droves to “take the water” by 
bathing in it, drinking it and breathing in 
its vapors. 
 Doctors, many of them “quacks” at the 
time, prescribed a regimen of spa treatments 
specifi c to each visitor, along with light 
exercise and fresh air — increasingly rare at 
the time in larger cities.
 Surroundings were a major consideration 
in spa towns, and a “therapeutic landscape” 
of both natural woodlands and manicured 
parks, gardens and promenades allowed for 
walking and socializing.
 And socialize they did: in bathhouses 
and colonnades, ornate casinos and 
theaters, dining, dancing and drinking halls, 
on tennis and golf courses. 
 Grand hotels were built to accommodate 
the large number of guests who came for a 
leisurely spa getaway to these new booming 
centers of culture. 
 “’Taking the cure,’ as well as the 
waters, was about exercise, fresh air and 
environments that made you relax and 
inspired you,” Mr. Simons says.

 Dip to hip  
 Some European spa towns date back 
almost 2,000 years, such as Bath, England, 
which has an amazingly preserved complex 
of Roman-era baths, and Baden-Baden, 
Germany, where said Romans built around 
hot springs for bathing and socializing. 

 In about the 10th century, Christian and 
Roman Catholic powers gained control of the 
waters and gave them a religious component. 
 “They were sharp businessmen then, 
in monastic times, and they encouraged 
pilgrimages to their sites, because they 
made money out of pilgrimages,” on lodging, 
taxes and penances, Mr. Simons says.
 In the 1600s, power in the towns shifted 
to the secular. City councils and merchants’ 
guilds saw dollar signs in the fl ow of visitors 
who came to reap the benefi ts of their waters.
 Guest houses, hostels and dormitories — 
the precursors to modern hotels — sprung up 
left and right, becoming more ostentatious 
to attract a moneyed clientele. Later on, 
hotels even began adding fi reproofi ng and 
elevators to “demonstrate the height of luxury.”
 Other enterprising businesses developed 
around keeping visitors staying in the fancy 
new hotels for longer.  
 “You can’t drink water all day long, you 
can’t breathe in the vapors, you can’t bathe 
in it all day long — you’ll end up looking like 
a prune, and so what else did you do?” 
Mr. Simons points out.
 “And that’s when they came up with 
what we call the diversions,” he says. “It 
was wining and dining, dancing, gambling, 
playing cards, socializing, casinos, the opera 
houses, the theater, listening to literature 
and art recitals, going to scientifi c institutes 
to listen to the ideas of the Enlightenment.”
 Spa towns across the continent wanted 
to be the biggest and best, sending secret 
delegations to other towns to check out their 
newest buildings and creating innovative, 
modern attractions.
 The effort worked. 
 Throughout the 17th and 18th centuries, 
the aristocracy of Europe fl ocked to the most 
famous spa destinations to escape growing 
urbanization in the capital cities for a while —
royal families from Russia traveling to 
Germany, from France to Italy and beyond 
to dip in the waters and take part in the 
fabulous social life the towns offered. 
 “As we get into the 19th century, we get 
the industrialization of Europe, you get 
the creation of the new bourgeoisie, the 
industrialists who were making money out 
of manufacturing, and you get a burgeoning 
middle class,” Mr. Simons says. “And they 
wanted a slice of this action, too.”

2

The Roman baths 
in the City of Bath, 
United Kingdom
Image © Bath and North 
East Somerset 

An ornate room for 
drinking water at 
the Tetuccio thermal 
complex in Montecatini 
Terme, Italy
Image © Comune di 
Montecatini Terme



Train of thought
Like elsewhere, the arrival of railroad 

transportation changed everything in Europe. 
From its first experimental line in 1825, 

the railways began connecting coal mines 
and other industrial sites with ports where 
they could ship their goods, as well as 
connecting capital cities to each other. 

The very next places the railroads 
connected were already-famous spa towns, 
and modern tourism in Europe was born. 

The new European middle class could 
not get enough. In the 1860s, there were 698 
spa destinations, where it was the height of 
fashion to get away from the city for weeks 
at a time and “take the cure.”

“They had reputations of grandeur, 
social life and artistic life,” Mr. Simons says. 
“They became unique places where you 
wanted to go to and be seen.”

While rigid social barriers were still in 
place in large cities across Europe, in the 
spa towns they miraculously disappeared 
— perhaps another ailment cured by the 
waters. The classes mixed freely, which had 
a special appeal to non-famous spa-goers. 

“Most of Europe’s great composers went 
to spa towns in the summer,” Mr. Simons 
says. “You could probably rub shoulders 
with Beethoven in Baden bei Wien in 
Austria, while you could never do that when 
he was locked in a palace in Vienna working 
for the imperial family the rest of the year.”

These pioneers of modern tourism 
became a model for what would 
become “vacationing” in Europe and 
across the globe, especially after 
workers began receiving designated time 
off from their employers.

“The spa towns created the original 
European tourism destinations,” Mr. Simons 
says. “The first resorts, as we call them now, 
were the famous spa towns of Europe.”

These resorts even had a hand in the rise 
of travel agents and package tours. 

In the 1800s, Thomas Cook of the 
United Kingdom organized train travel 
from England to spa towns. Trains 
crossed to the continent by boat and then 
brought passengers to the spa town of 
their choice. Telegrams were sent ahead 
to set up doctor appointments, water 
treatments and hotel bookings.

“You can’t drink 
water all day long, 
you can’t breathe 
in the vapors, you 
can’t bathe in it all 
day long — you’ll 
end up looking like 
a prune, and so 
what else did you 
do? And that’s 
when they came 
up with what we 
call the diversions” 

— PAUL SIMONS, GREAT SPA TOWNS OF 
EUROPE UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITE
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Which of the 11 Great 
Spa Towns of Europe is 
right for you?

BADEN BEI WIEN, AUSTRIA
Favorite of the Habsburgs, classical 
music history, hillside gardens

SPA, BELGIUM
Known for carbonated drinking water, 
walking trail between springs, museum

FRANTIŠKOVY LÁZNĚ, CZECH REPUBLIC
Planned 19th-century design, treatment 
of womens’ illnesses, rings of parks 

KARLOVY VARY, CZECH REPUBLIC 
Riverside spa district with promenades, 
spring geyser, wooded hills

MARIÁNSKÉ LÁZNĚ, CZECH REPUBLIC
Original spa buildings and equipment, 
political and intellectual history, 
singing fountain

VICHY, FRANCE
Cosmopolitan “Little Paris,” skincare 
and cosmetics, grand bath complexes 
and covered promenades

BAD EMS, GERMANY
Compact town, medieval history, 
picturesque valley and riverside springs

BADEN-BADEN, GERMANY
On the edge of the Black Forest, strong 
tradition of gaming and theater, 
historic and new baths

BAD KISSINGEN, GERMANY
Mix of neoclassical and modern 
architecture, largest pump room 
structure of its kind in the world

MONTECATINI TERME, ITALY
Landscaped gardens and terraces, 
mountain views, historic funicular railway 

CITY OF BATH, UNITED KINGDOM
Iconic architecture, one of the first 
spa towns with a 2,000-year history, 
medical advancements

WHILE THE City of Bath made the UNESCO World Heritage site list in 1987 for its ancient 
Roman architecture, the collective history and importance of the spa towns was not much of 
a consideration until others decided that they, too, wanted on the list. 

These towns enlisted the help of international experts, including Mr. Simons, who 
throughout a decade of research realized there was more to the story than just architecture. 

“We had a new story to tell about what the spa towns really represent, not just in terms 
of architecture, but in terms of social, economic and cultural history,” Mr. Simons says. 
“They built what was their vision of ‘eutopia.’”

Currently, people from all over the world still come to enjoy the spa towns as they have 
done for hundreds, even thousands, of years. 

“The spas — natural mineral and thermal waters with healing powers, and just the 
enjoyment to bathe in hot thermal water — this natural phenomenon has given us such 
a great gift, and how it has been used over the centuries is really a story worth retelling,” 
Mr. Simons says. 

The main colonnade 
in Mariánské Láznê, 
Czech Republic
Image © Czech Tourism

The grand casino 
in Baden-Baden, 
Germany
Image © Iris Geiger-Messner 

The River Lahn 
passes through the 
picturesque Bad Ems, 
Germany
Image © Dominik Ketz

Landscaped 
promenades are 
perfect for walking 
through Karlovy Vary
Image © Karlovy Vary 
Information Centre
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TRAVEL  |  YUCATÁN PENINSULAD
IV

E IN Whale sharks are often referred 
to as “gentle giants.” These 
miraculous beings pose no threat 

to humans and grow to an outstanding 
size of up to 40 feet long — all through 
the consumption of plankton just near the 
surface of the water.

The Yucatán Peninsula in southeastern 
Mexico, known for its lively cities, ancient 
ruins and warm beaches, is an idyllic 
destination to observe whale sharks in 
their natural habitat. These creatures 
migrate to the region en masse during the 
summer, their peak season primarily June 
through August.

“Just being in the water with these 
creatures is amazing,” says Doris Pfister, 
a dive instructor with more than 30 years 

of experience at the Florida-based 
Caradonna Adventures. “The water is 
warm, the skies are sunny, and the way the 
light hits the whale sharks and illuminates 
their beautiful spotted ‘skin’ — it’s just a 
wonderful experience.”

Caradonna offers a day-long safari off 
the coast of Cancún to witness whale sharks 
in action. Ms. Pfister breaks down what to 
expect during a tour and other excursions 
when traveling to the Yucatán.

Whale shark season is the perfect time 
to visit Mexico’s Yucatán Peninsula

By LINSEY STONCHUS

About the size of a bus, 
the whale shark is the 
largest fish in the world

Isla Mujeres, off the 
coast of Cancún, is an 
excellent spot to start 
a whale shark-spotting 
adventure

1 2
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Make a splash
Ahead of diving, Ms. Pfister recommends 

buying a wetsuit and snorkeling gear. 
While Caradonna has these items 
available, it is often more comfortable to 
use personal gear. She also recommends 
waterproof cases for cameras and phones, 
biodegradable sunscreen for animal safety 
and dive fins to keep up with the speedy-by-
comparison whale sharks.

When planning their trip, travelers can 
opt to join a group of up to 10 or choose 
a private boat. On the day of, boats head 
out from Cancún to nearby islands — 
Isla Contoy, Isla Holbox and Isla Mujeres — 
for guests to then snorkel off the coast.

“The warmer water temperatures 
cause plankton and algae blooms and 
brings in their favorite food, planktonic 
organisms, including krill,” Ms. Pfister says. 

“The water sometimes almost looks pink 
with the tiny crustaceans. The downside to 
this is that the water can sometimes be a 
bit cloudy, but the upside — whale sharks 
up to 40 feet long.

“It seems crazy that they can get that 
large, just eating those tiny organisms,” 
she says. “You can also see them filter 
feeding, where they gulp huge amounts of 
water and force the excess water out of 
their gill slats, holding onto the plankton. 
It’s truly amazing.”

For those apprehensive, it is in the 
whale shark’s nature to leave humans alone. 
There are no records of the world’s largest 
fish acting aggressively towards humans.

“They are so focused on feeding, they pay 
no attention to the snorkelers,” Ms. Pfister says.

That is not to say one cannot get too 
close for comfort.

“I was snorkeling with a friend of mine, 
and she was facing a different direction 
and I got her attention just in time for her 
to see the whale shark coming right at her,” 
Ms. Pfister remembers. “The look on her face 
was priceless.”

Caradonna recommends maintaining a 
six-foot distance from the sharks, and to not 
cross their paths or touch them.

Guests can also expect to see other 
finned friends on their journey, such as 
manta rays and dolphins.

“When I went, the mantas were actually 
leaping out of the water,” Ms. Pfister 
says. “You would hear the slap as they fell 
back into the water from their leaps. It was 
quite spectacular.” 

Additionally, guests can step on land 
at one of the islands for snacks and some 
beach time. 

On the way back to the pier, many 
operators will stop at one last dive 
location, such as the Isla Mujeres 
Underwater Museum of Art (MUSA), 
which features a series of 500 sculptures 
crafted by local and international sculptors. 
The destination is meant to preserve the 
nearby coral reef by diverting traffic to this 
location as an alternative.

“Lots of cool things to see for a short 
stop,” Ms. Pfister says.

“It seems crazy that 
[whale sharks] can get 
that large, just eating 
those tiny organisms” 

— DORIS PFISTER, CARADONNA ADVENTURES

stock.adobe.com

stock.adobe.com

3 4

126



Check the bucket list
Ms. Pfister suggests staying in Cozumel 

or Playa del Carmen for a Yucatán visit. 
Those wanting to enjoy the full experience 
can opt for multiple stops.

“I often recommend a trip where 
someone will start in Cozumel for a few 
days, ferry over to Riviera Maya, do the 
cenotes and Tulum, swim with the whale 
sharks, and then fly out of Cancún,” she says.

As for accommodations, the 
InterContinental Presidente Cozumel 
and Grand Hyatt Playa del Carmen are 
ideal stays.

In Cozumel, one can also tour caves 
within the Palancar Reef just off the coast 
and, another offering of Caradonna, enjoy 
InterContinental’s Le Cap Beach Club and 
fine dining or traipse the quaint downtown.

Playa del Carmen, like Cancún, provides 
its visitors the chance to enjoy shopping, 
nightlife, museums and beaches. Plus, the 
Grand Hyatt features countless amenities, 
such as the Cenote Spa, which includes a 
hot tub in a dramatic room inspired by the 
nearby natural caverns.

The namesake cenotes themselves, 
meanwhile, are located further inland on 
the peninsula, which Ms. Pfister describes as 
freshwater caverns formed from sinkholes. 
The natural wonders are breathtaking.

“The cenote is available to scuba divers 
and snorkelers,” she says. “The water is 

gin-clear and the caverns are amazing to 
see in the middle of the jungle.” 

The Mayan ruins in Tulum, conversely, 
are positioned along the ocean, offering 
their own stunning views. 

Indeed, they sit right against the 
turquoise waters of the Yucatán coast. 
Tulum National Park incorporates the 
clifftop Castillo, built as a watchtower, 
and the Templo de las Pinturas, with a 
partially restored mural.

Caradonna offers tours to both the 
cenotes and Tulum.

“You could easily spend two weeks 
exploring the area,” Ms. Pfister says.

THE YUCATÁN PENINSULA offers 
incredible opportunity for certified and 
amateur divers alike. 

Whether fighting to keep up with the 
majestic whale shark or exploring the life 
in underwater caverns, the possibilities 
are endless.

“I’m a huge advocate of seeing 
creatures in their environment — just being 
a spectator and not an invader or taking 
them out of their habitat and putting them 
in a zoo or aquarium for human enjoyment,” 
Ms. Pfister says. 

“It’s just a wonderful feeling to witness 
these animals, living their lives in nature,” 
she says. 

“I often recommend a trip where someone will start in Cozumel 
for a few days, ferry over to Riviera Maya, do the cenotes and Tulum, 

swim with the whale sharks, and then fly out of Cancún”
— DORIS PFISTER, CARADONNA ADVENTURES

Whale sharks migrate 
thousands of miles 
through the oceans 
each year 

El Pit cenote, with its 
narrow entrance 
and depth of more 
than 130 feet, is best 
for experienced 
scuba divers

The Mayan ruins at 
Tulum were built some 
time between A.D. 
1200 and 1450

The peninsula is 
dotted with cenotes, 
fresh water-filled 
caverns formed by 
sinkholes

The Grand Hyatt 
Playa del Carmen
Image courtesy of Grand 
Hyatt Playa del Carmen 

The InterContinental 
Presidente Cozumel 
Image courtesy of 
InterContinental 
Presidente Cozumel
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Sapphire, NC, USA
$3,199,000

ALLEN TATE REALTORS
K. Ramsay/D. Doughty — +1 828 556 1252
kellyramsay@allentate.com
Search ULTK on luxuryportfolio.com

Welcome to your equestrian wonderland. A gracious log cabin bathed 
in natural light is just the beginning of this special find in Bald Rock. 
A beautiful two-stall barn leads to acres of pasture, while the professional 
lighting and landscaping welcome you to enjoy your evenings around a 
blazing cowboy cauldron. Listen to the sounds of your own waterfall and 
enjoy complete privacy while only being a short drive from the quaint 
town of Cashiers. Sold fully furnished with minor exceptions, allowing you 
to move right in and start enjoying your mountain dream.
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Berlin, Germany
€2,990,000

ALLGEMEINER GRUND & BODEN FUNDUS
Judith Schreyer — +49 176 21606496
schreyer@agbf.com
Search EUUL on luxuryportfolio.com

Sarasota, FL, USA
$3,250,000

MICHAEL SAUNDERS & COMPANY
Sara Boudarga — +1 941 321 6352
saraboudarga@michaelsaunders.com
Search MYHS on luxuryportfolio.com

Los Catalinas, Costa Rica
$3,475,000

KRAIN COSTA RICA REAL ESTATE
Sarah Breitlander — +1 866 994 9163
info@kraincostarica.xom
Search GKGO on luxuryportfolio.com

Longboat Key, FL, USA
$3,149,000

MICHAEL SAUNDERS & COMPANY
Kathy Callahan — +1 941 900 8088
kathycallahan@michaelsaunders.com
Search QSMM on luxuryportfolio.com
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This outstanding luxury 4-bedroom, 4.5-bathroom Villa is location with 
the private gates of Sunny Bay Estates overlooking the warm waters of 
Silly Creek, one of the Turks and Caicos Islands most coveted addresses. 
Sunny Bay Estates offers 4 spectacularly appointed luxury vacation villas, 
white sandy beach, private pools, kayaks paddle boards and amazing 
sunsets. Each room is awash with natural light and stunning waterfront 
views. As you enter, you are greeted by spacious open concept kitchens 
with all stainless steel appliances.

Silly Creek, 
Turks and Caicos Islands
$3,100,000

HOMES IN PARADISE BY GRACE BAY REALTY
Claudius Williams — +1 649 232 3901
claudius@gracebayrealty.com 
Search LUXL on luxuryportfolio.com
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Arden, NC, USA
$3,100,000

ALLEN TATE ALLEN TATE REALTORS — 
BEVERLY-HANKS & ASSOCIATES

Josh Smith — +1 828 684 5151
josh@walnutcoverealty.com

Search JIZR on luxuryportfolio.com

Navigate through the Cliffs at Walnut Cove to 
this exquisite custom-built home. Inviting and 
open, one is immediately immersed in elegant 
luxury, complete with customized lighting, upon 
entering the expansive great room. A large, 
wooden kitchen island is both aesthetically 
appealing and functional, separating the 
dining and living room spaces from the well-
appointed kitchen while keeping the area open 
and bright. Built for livability, this unique home 
is as luxurious as it is functional.
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Newberry, FL, USA
$3,075,000

BOSSHARDT REALTY SERVICES, LLC
Heather Doughton — +1 352 514 7557
heatherdoughton@gmail.com
Search YRHK on luxuryportfolio.com

Exquisitely designed & crafted with the finest of materials and inspiration 
as its guide, where Southern charm meets modern elegance in the lovely 
Wyndsong gated enclave neighborhood. This spectacular home of your 
dreams on 10.74 acres is a stunning example of attention to quality 
and detail. You will be greeted by a stylish, private gated entrance 
and stunning curb appeal. A grand foyer welcomes you in and the 
unparalleled ambiance will carry you throughout this magnificent home.

Click here for property video
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The epitome of modern luxury, this stunning Brentwood, TN, home is 
an entertainer’s dream. Its open-concept style provides 7,416 sq. ft. of 
naturally lit, eye-catching spaces, including 5 bedrooms, 6.5 bathrooms 
and a fully finished walk-out basement.

Brentwood, TN, USA
$3,000,000

CRYE-LEIKE REAL ESTATE SERVICES
Addy Biggers — +1 615 522 3848

addy.biggers@crye-leike.com
Search ZAEL on luxuryportfolio.com
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Stunning craftsman-style home. Panoramic 
views of Folsom Lake, Sutter Buttes & 
Sacramento Valley, California. Grand entry 
with exposed-cedar-truss porte cochere 
and high, tapered gable roof. Inviting foyer 
leading to a formal living area and dining 
room with a temperature-controlled wine 
cellar. Chef’s kitchen with wall fireplace 
featuring Viking appliances, 2 dishwashers, 
3 refrigerators, granite countertops and a 
center island that seats 5 comfortably. 
The home features nine fireplaces and an 
elevator. Open design leads to an expansive 
living area with floor-to-ceiling windows.

El Dorado Hills, CA, USA
$2,850,000

LYON REAL ESTATE
Liz Boros Glyzewski — +1 530 306 1512
lglyzewski@golyon.com
Search GKLN on luxuryportfolio.com
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Duxbury, MA, USA
$2,950,000

WILLIAM RAVEIS REAL ESTATE, MORTGAGE & INSURANCE
Marcy Richardson — +1 617 513 2242
marcy.richardson@raveis.com
Search ZIBO on luxuryportfolio.com

Mamaroneck, NY, USA
$2,700,000

HOWARD HANNA — RAND REALTY
Rita Longo — +1 914 391 7762
rita.longo@randrealty.com
Search DAZI on luxuryportfolio.com

Longboat Key, FL, USA
$2,750,000

MICHAEL SAUNDERS & COMPANY
Kathy Callahan — +1 941 900 8088
kathycallahan@michaelsaunders.com
Search UOEE on luxuryportfolio.com

Sarasota, FL, USA
$2,690,000

MICHAEL SAUNDERS & COMPANY
Melissa Gissinger — +1 941 404 2722
melissagissinger@michaelsaunders.com
Search JXRP on luxuryportfolio.com

Click here for property video
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Lake Lure, NC, USA
$2,790,000

ALLEN TATE REALTORS — 
BEVERLY-HANKS & ASSOCIATES
Donald Ferrell — +1 828 989 7221
donferrell@beverly-hanks.com
Search MOBM on luxuryportfolio.com

The lure of waterfront living leads to this 
luxurious shoreline estate. The sleek kitchen 
showcases alder wood cabinetry, granite 
counters, ceramic tile backsplash and new 
stainless appliances. A spacious primary 
bedroom features a gas fireplace, waterfront 
balcony and a primary bath with heated 
floors and a travertine-tiled shower. Cozy up 
next to the gas fireplace in the living room or 
wood-burning fireplace in the den. Enjoy the 
expansive, multi-level outdoor living spaces 
with breathtaking water views, private dock 
and over 100 feet of shoreline.
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Bethlehem, NH, USA
$2,699,500

BADGER PEABODY & SMITH REALTY
Badger Peabody & Smith Realty — +1 603 823 5700

info@badgerpeabodysmith.com
Search UFZG on luxuryportfolio.com

Artfully constructed at the end of the Roaring 
’20s, the Adair Estate’s significance in the 
historical landscape of the White Mountains is 
rich. Manicured landscaping designed by the 
Olmsted Brothers of New York’s Central Park is 
set on 150 acres w/panoramic White Mountain 
views. Main house: 7,500 SF with 11 well-
appointed en-suite bedrooms, full commercial 
kitchen, formal dining room, spacious great 
room, bar room & solarium. The lower level 

“Granite Room” is adorned w/granite walls, 
stone floors and fireplace. The-3BR guest 
cottage is a short stroll away. 
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TEXTILES AVAILABLE THROUGH THE DESIGN TRADE
COLOUR 4  |  RETREAT  |  FAYOLA
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LIFESTYLE  |  FRAGRANCE

The 
tradition 
of perfume 
making 
is alive 
and well 
in Grasse, 
France, 
a village 
steeped 
in the 
history and 
science of 
scent 

By LISA KLEIN
1

WHERE THE GRASSE ISgreener stock.adobe.com

140



Abouquet of jasmine and rose blowing through the sunny skies, bees buzzing 
in row upon row of lavender dotting the rolling green hills — it is not hard to 
understand why Grasse, France, is called the “fragrance capital of the world.”

A medieval village in the South of France, just inland from the star-studded 
Cannes, Grasse is famous in the world of perfumery for its scent savoir faire 
developed over centuries in a haven that happened to be perfect for growing 
aromatic plants. 

“Grasse has been known since the Renaissance as the world’s cradle of 
modern perfumery,” says Alain Ferro, director of the Grasse Institute of Perfumery, 
which imparts fragrance know-how to students from around the world.

Perfumers work with 
hundreds of essential 
oils, resins, powders and 
synthetic ingredients
Image courtesy of Galimard

The May Rose, or Rose 
Centifolia, is one of the 
many flowers grown in 
Grasse for perfume

Master perfumers test the 
ratios of each component 
until they get the blend right
Image courtesy of Galimard
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SMELL TEST
The origins of perfume date back 

much further, wafting through the air from 
Mesopotamia, where resins and woods 
were burned as incense about 4,000 
years ago. 

The ancient Egyptians used incense 
in their rituals and ceremonies, and later 
oil and pomade perfumes of mastic, 
frankincense, myrrh, cinnamon and 
cardamom were worn by the masses. 
Cleopatra was known to have her own 
signature scents specially made.

The ancient Greeks kept their perfumes 
in ceramic bottles and made the first liquid 
versions. The Romans then perfected the 
art of fragrance, using glass bottles and 
wearing it as an individual statement, 
even assigning each deity their own smell.

In Middle Ages-Europe, people 
were using signature scents to disguise 
questionable body odors and attract 
admirers. Explorers also brought back 
exotic ingredients from their travels. 

By the late-18th century, fragrance 
houses concocted more extravagant bottles 
to stand out from the pack.

Grasse, too, got its start in fragrance as 
a way to mask bad smells. 

The leather industry that drove the 
town was not known for pleasant aromas. 
Consequently, tanners began mixing floral 
extracts with animal fats used in their 
process and, eventually, the town made 
the full switch to scent.

“The particular climate of the region 
has always made it possible to cultivate 
aromatic plants such as rose, jasmine, 

tuberose, orange blossom and narcissus, 
but also to pick wild plants such as mimosa 
and broom,” Mr. Ferro says. 

“These plants were used as early as 
the 16th century to obtain essential oils by 
distillation and used locally to perfume 
gloves, but also sold to the rich bourgeoisie 
in all the cities of the kingdom of France,” 
he says.

Grasse is also the birthplace of modern 
perfumery — and one of the world’s most 
iconic blends, Chanel No. 5.

Until the 20th century, perfumes were 
generally one-note, made from — or to 
mimic — a single flower or other plant. 
But Gabrielle “Coco” Chanel changed all 
that when she asked Ernest Beaux of Grasse 
to create something new and composed of 
many scents, both natural and artificial. 

In 1921, the sandalwood, jasmine and 
May rose-heavy Chanel No. 5 was unveiled. 

The collective knowledge and history 
of cultivating aromatic plants, extracting 
fragrance from those flora and creating 
perfumes earned Grasse a spot on 
UNESCO’s list of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity in 2018. These 
traditions continue.

Centuries-old brands still manufacture 
their perfumes in Grasse. 

Galimard, one of the oldest perfumeries 
in France, supplied the perfume for the 
court of Louis XV and celebrated its 275th

anniversary last year. It has been run by the 
Roux family — which got its start in flower 
farming — since the 1950s.

“Like any other family business, we have 
had to adapt and face many challenges,” 
says Delphine Roux, commercial and 
marketing director of Galimard. “We stay 
close to our values, and we have at heart the 
importance of our work in the local economy.”

The May rose and jasmine for Chanel 
No. 5 are still grown exclusively in Grasse. 
Numerous other luxury fragrance brands, 
from Dior and Louis Vuitton to Lancôme, 
are getting in on the action, buying up 
flower fields and opening labs in the area.

4
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NOSE KNOWS
The precious flowers of Grasse include 

irises, tuberose and neroli. Many can only 
be harvested in a single month out of the 
year: mimosas from January to March, the 
famous May rose in May, lavender in July 
and jasmine in July and August. Others 
ingredients such as oakmoss, ambrette, 
cedar, sandalwood and spices are imported. 

One of the town’s specialties is 
in harnessing the aromatic essence of 
each ingredient.

“The producers use different methods of 
extraction depending on the plant, flower and 
part of the plant that is used,” Ms. Roux says. 

One of the oldest methods, not often 
used today, is enfleurage. Flower petals are 
placed between layers of animal fat, which 
becomes saturated with their oil. The fat 
is then removed using alcohol, leaving the 
essential oil.

Distillation is an oft-used method in 
which the plant material is soaked in water, 
releasing its oils that are collected along 
with steam. Alcohol is added and the 
solution then steeps in copper or steel pots.

No matter where the building blocks 
come from, whether natural or modern-
day synthetics, it takes an expert “nose” — 
a master perfumer, in other words — 
to create a fragrance worth wearing.

At the Grasse Institute of Perfumery, 
students learn about all of the raw materials 
available and the different classifications 
of perfumes, and train in the art of making 
accords and complex fragrances. 

The students must also be able to 
connect a finished fragrance to its initial 
inspiration. Whether a brief from a client 
who wants something for a certain market 
segment or a personal experience or 
memory, the final fragrance will encapsulate 
that idea. 

“The perfumer will have to translate these 
concepts into smells — a bit like music, like 
The Four Seasons of Vivaldi,” Mr. Ferro says. 

Galimard’s in-house nose, Caroline de 
Boutiny, often uses personal memories as a 
starting point for new fragrances. 

For example, the brand’s Solenzara is 
based on a hot, summertime walk through a 
garden at dusk that she took. 

A master nose takes those memories 
and draws from a scent bank to list the 
types of aromas and ingredients that best 
evoke the feeling that he or she is trying to 
recreate. This is often done with the help of 
the “perfumer’s organ,” a set of hundreds 
of essential oils, resins, powders and other 
materials at the master nose’s fingertips. 

After much trial and error, the composition 
takes shape — an experience in a scent. 

“Perfumery can be considered an art,” 
Mr. Ferro says. “Like music, poetry, literature, 
its primary function is to beautify the world.
By appealing to our sensory memory, perfume 
offers to the wearer, and also to those who 
surround them, an olfactory journey.”

GALIMARD BEGAN offering the public 
a chance to play their own perfumer’s 
organ and mix a custom perfume during 
workshops in Grasse. 

The well-studied connection between 
scents, emotions and memories is always 
the overture.

“Scents can take you back to your 
childhood, to a beloved family member, 
to a special trip or season,” Ms. Roux says. 

“We recommend to our guests to not 
read the name of the scents available, and 
only smell them and follow their emotions,” 
she says. 

A “nose” can 
differentiate the 
multitude of scents 
used in perfume and 
mix them to match 
an idea
Image courtesy of Galimard

One of Grasse’s 
specialties is extracting 
scents from raw 
materials using a 
variety of methods old 
and new
Image courtesy of Galimard

Many of the plants 
used in Grasse’s 
perfumery grow in the 
wild, such as mimosas

Fragrant lavender, a 
staple in perfumery, is 
grown throughout the 
South of France
Image courtesy of Galimard
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LIFESTYLE  |  JAZZ

It was the soundtrack to the Roaring 
’20s and Harlem Renaissance, Great 
Depression and wartime swing dances, 

but the first notes of jazz music were played 
much earlier, at the tail end of the 19th

century in New Orleans.
Composed of a mix of influences 

including European folk music, blues, 
ragtime, street march tunes, spiritual music 
and African and Caribbean beats, jazz 
found its sound in the Black communities 
and melting pot population of the Big Easy. 

Cornetist Charles “Buddy” Bolden is 
often credited as forming the first jazz band 
in 1895, playing a new kind of dance music 
for eager turn-of-the-century audiences. 

A full 20 years later, jazz finally burst 
from the South along with the Great 
Migration, which saw an eventual 6 million 
Black Americans moving to urban northern 
cities such as Chicago, New York, Detroit, 
Cleveland and Kansas City. 

The jazz musicians who followed had a 
sound that fit perfectly with the attitude of 
the youth, who were testing the old moral 
and social norms.

Soon, the likes of Duke Ellington, Miles 
Davis, Charlie Parker, John Coltrane, Ella 
Fitzgerald, Count Basie and Billie Holiday 
joined New Orleans greats such as Louis 
Armstrong, Jelly Roll Morton, Kid Ory and 
Louis Prima to spread jazz across the 
country and evolve regional forms.

While the genre lost its throne to rock 
and roll in the 1950s, jazz clubs — many of 
which first opened in the Jazz Age — are 
continuing the tradition in cities across the 
United States, such as the famed intimate, 
all-acoustic Preservation Hall in New Orleans.

Here, Ron Rona, artistic director for 
Preservation Hall, and David Kunian, curator 
of the New Orleans Jazz Museum, discuss 
the NOLA sound that keeps on playing.

The varied cultures and Black musical traditions of 
New Orleans joined together at the turn of the 20th

century to create the all-American sounds of jazz 
By LISA KLEIN

JAZZ
RECORD 1

2
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New Orleanians are 
keeping their jazz 
traditions alive in 
ensembles large and 
small

Oscar “Papa” Celestin 
and Alphonse Picou at 
the Paddock Lounge, 
which opened in 1920s 
New Orleans
Photo by Charles Bennett, 
courtesy of the New Orleans 
Jazz Museum

Street jazz bands 
continue to play 
throughout the French 
Quarter in New Orleans

Billie and De De 
Pierce with their 1965 
Preservation Hall 
Brass Band
Photo by Dan Leyrer, courtesy 
of Preservation Hall

Members of the current 
Preservation Hall Jazz 
Band play acoustic 
sets nearly every day of 
the year
Photo by Camille Lenain, 
courtesy of Preservation Hall

Preservation Hall has 
opened its doors on St. 
Peter Street in NOLA 
since 1961
Photo by Howard Lambert, 
courtesy of Preservation Hall
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" The musicali�  � d 
� e mixing of people, 
specifi cally � ose 
who became Afric�  
Am� ic� , led to 
� e catalyst � at 
produced jazz” 

—  DAVID KUNIAN, CURATOR, 
NEW ORLEANS JAZZ MUSEUM
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 Why was New Orle� s � e place 
wh� e a so d like jazz originated? 

Mr. Kunian: New Orleans is, and has 
been, a cosmopolitan city where lots of 
different kinds of people from different 
places mixed together. It is also an innately 
musical city, where people of African descent 
have had a certain degree of autonomy. 
 The musicality and the mixing of 
people, specifi cally those who became 
African American, led to the catalyst that 
produced jazz.

 How does Pres� va� on Hall fi t into 
� e story of jazz in New Orle� s?

 Mr. Rona: In 1961, Allan and Sandra 
Jaffe opened Preservation Hall in the heart 
of the French Quarter on St. Peter Street. 
Operating as a family business, Preservation 
Hall supported the unique culture of 
traditional jazz in New Orleans.
 Preservation Hall was a rare space in the 
South where racially integrated bands and 
audiences shared music together during the 
Jim Crow era. 
 At the center of that family business, 
the Jaffes became involved in the Southern 
Civil Rights Movement, and faced arrest 
on several occasions, as heads of an 
integrated venue in a time of cruelly policed 
racial segregation.

 What does jazz me�  to 
New Orle� s now?

 Mr. Kunian: Traditional jazz is still the 
traditional and innate musical language 
of New Orleans. It touches and infl uences 
everything that has come after. 
 Now, it’s still music that you hear in the 
clubs and streets, with brass bands, bounce, 
and rhythm and blues, played by people 
who have learned it from the people who 
invented it or whose families have been 
playing it since the beginning.

 People come from all ov�  � e 
world to visit Pres� va� on Hall. 
What is so special about it?

 Mr. Rona: New Orleans is a city of 
musical royalty. Preservation Hall was 
established to honor these important African- 
American families and their musical gifts. 
 Many of the Hall’s musicians performing 
today can trace their family history back to 
the birth of jazz.

 There is no audition process to play 
at Preservation Hall. While many of our 
musicians are related to the original players 
by lineage, they are all connected through 
sheer power of tradition.

 How do   di� onal jazz t es like 
� ose played at Pres� va� on Hall s� ll 
so d so fresh? 

 Mr. Rona: These musicians have learned 
the traditional style from the greats who 
played before them and are now working to 
pass it on themselves. 
 Songs may evolve through generations. 
New twists and turns are learned or created 
each day, and that is refl ected in the music, 
which can keep a traditional art form current.

 What is it like in � e Hall wh�  � e 
b� d starts playing?

 Mr. Rona: Some people cry, some clap 
and sing along, some simply smile. But no 
matter whether it’s a maiden voyage to 
the Hall or an audience member that has 
enjoyed countless shows, the room is full 
of emotion.

 Why is it so import� t to 
pres� ve � e   di� onal so ds of 
New Orle� s jazz?

 Mr. Kunian: Traditional jazz still has 
meaning here in New Orleans and around 
the world. It can still express as well as, if not 
better than, any other artistic endeavor who 
we are as humans and the whole range of 
actions and emotions that humans express.

 Why is jazz music some� ing � at 
brings people toge� � ?

 Mr. Kunian: It is fun to listen to and 
can make us realize what unites us as 
human beings. 
 Listening to jazz makes you understand 
that there are things inherent to us as 
humans that we all share, no matter where 
we come from or how we live.

Mr. Rona: Jazz evokes emotion, 
and emotion can create bonds amongst 
musicians and strangers. 

NOLA jazz singer 
Charmaine Neville
Photo by Syndey Byrd, 
courtesy of the New Orleans 
Jazz Museum

Jazz traditions in 
New Orleans include  
brass marching bands, 
also known as second 
line bands
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Nissequogue, NY, USA
$2,699,000

COACH REAL ESTATE ASSOCIATES, INC.
James Balocca — +1 631 848 7391

jbalocca@coachrealtors.com
Search OOBH on luxuryportfolio.com

This magnificent Colonial on 2.04 acres of 
property has been meticulously renovated. 
Custom front doors lead you into a soaring 
two-storey foyer. Living room with a fireplace 
and newly renovated chef’s kitchen. A guest 
bedroom with ensuite and oversized mudroom 
on the first floor. The second floor has a 
primary bedroom with sitting area, fireplace, 
bathroom with heated floors and walk-in 
closet. There are four additional oversized 
bedrooms, three full baths and laundry. 
The finished basement has gym space, 
entertainment area, office and full bath.
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Luxury modern finishes and expert craftsmanship coalesce in this new 
construction home in the Cliffs at Walnut Cove. Finding a luxury single-
storey home in the mountains is a challenge. Well, this 3-bedroom beauty 
absolutely delivers, with generous full en-suite accommodations. Every 
room flows effortlessly to the next as 14-foot ceilings accentuate the 
central gathering space. Folding accordion doors open wide to bring the 
outdoors in, filling the great room with fresh air. 

Arden, NC, USA
$2,695,000

ALLEN TATE REALTORS — 
BEVERLY-HANKS & ASSOCIATES
Kyle Olinger — +1 828 684 5151
kyle@walnutcoverealty.com
Search ZUSA on luxuryportfolio.com
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Beautiful house of contemporary architecture in Sintra, Cascais. 
Land with 5960sqm. The property has 571sqm of gross area, large living 
room with fireplace, interior garden, fully equipped kitchen, 3 bedrooms, 
1 primary suite, and 1 suite. Basement with the possibility to make a 
studio with an independent entrance. Garage for 3 cars. Air-conditioning 
in all rooms, electric blinds, solar panels, water hole and garden with 
automatic irrigation. Terrace with barbecue and dining area. Excellent 
location between the mountains and the sea, 20 minutes from Cascais.

Sintra, Portugal
€2,350,000

INS Portugal — Fine Properties
Francisco Próspero — +351 961 011 460

ins@ins.pt
Search UCZX on luxuryportfolio.com
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Bay Shore, NY, USA
$2,550,000

COACH REAL ESTATE ASSOCIATES, INC.
A. Yurkerwich/K. Dorn — +1 516 557 9519
info@coachrealtors.com
Search PTCN on luxuryportfolio.com

Set along the Great South Bay with 2 private, protected docks, boat ramp 
and 312 feet of bulkhead, this grand Tudor-style home offers waterfront 
living at its best. The 2.27-acre property is tastefully landscaped and 
perfect for large-scale entertaining. Vaulted ceilings in the dining room, 
living room and primary bedroom are simply stunning. The grand primary 
bedroom contains a fireplace and exterior balcony overlooking the 
property and water. Additional features include 6,500 square feet of 
living space, gourmet kitchen, 4 fireplaces and a 3-car garage.
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Arden, NC, USA
$2,445,000

ALLEN TATE REALTORS — BEVERLY-HANKS & ASSOCIATES
Josh Smith — +1 828 606 0974
josh@walnutcoverealty.com
Search ONIM on luxuryportfolio.com

Longboat Key, FL, USA
$2,450,000

MICHAEL SAUNDERS & COMPANY
Kathy Callahan — +1 941 900 8088
kathycallahan@michaelsaunders.com
Search SJZI on luxuryportfolio.com

East Side of Providence, RI, USA
$2,320,000

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES LTD.
The Sweeney Advisory — +1 401 864 8286
sweeneyadvisory@residentialproperties.com
Search COOL on luxuryportfolio.com

Cape Town, WC, South Africa
$2,095,000

CHAS EVERITT INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY GROUP
Devin de Moyland — +27 82 558 7308
devin.dm@everitt.co.za
Search TYLS on luxuryportfolio.com
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Highlands, NC, USA
$2,400,000

ALLEN TATE REALTORS
P. Allen/J. Osborn — +1 828 200 9179
pat.allen@allentate.com
Search CHZP on luxuryportfolio.com

If quality, location and breathtaking mountain views matter to you, then 
right this way, please! The original homesite has been completely redone 
in luxury, resulting in this fabulous, meticulously maintained view home 
that features spacious rooms, fireplaces, an expansive covered deck 
overlooking panoramic mountain views and additions, creating a home 
worthy of Architectural Digest. The owner created a long trail behind 
the house that rivals any National Forest trail. Located in the prestigious 
Wildcat Cliffs Country Club within walking distance of the clubhouse.
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Highlands, NC, USA
$2,400,000

ALLEN TATE REALTORS
P. Allen/J. Osborn — +1 828 200 9179

pat.allen@allentate.com
Search IQKS on luxuryportfolio.com

A magical estate property located just a 
few miles’ drive to downtown Highlands. 
Backs up to the 18,000-acre Big Laurel area of 
the National Forest where 30-ft oxen wagons 
created wondrous trails for hiking up to the 
top of the mountain way back when. The gated 
+/-8.82 acres of beautiful hardwoods, croquet 
lawn, a fenced area for horses, raised beds for 
perennials, asparagus and other veggies and 
a large dahlia bed are a gardener’s delight. 
This is a special property, and can be 
subdivided into a few lots. 
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Boiled Mandarin Fish, 
a spicy Sichuan dish, 
at Feng Wei Ju, Macau
Image courtesy of 
Feng Wei Ju

1

LIFESTYLE  |  CHINESE CUISINE
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The eight great 
cuisines of China 

highlight regional 
ingredients and 

ancient local 
techniques, with 

talented chefs taking 
inspiration from the 

past into today
By LINSEY STONCHUS

Acountry as large as China, both in terms of population and 
landmass, can be expected to offer a plethora of cuisines. 

Within its borders are housed eight traditional styles, 
including the fiery Hunan and Sichuan cuisines, wild bites in the 
mountains from Fujian and Anhui, refined fare in Jiangsu and 
Zhejiang, internationally recognized Cantonese food and Shandong, 
the most ancient of them all.

“Every kind of Chinese cuisine has their own special character 
due to geographic and weather differences,” says Chan Chek Keong, 
executive chef at Feng Wei Ju, a two-Michelin-star Sichuan and 
Hunan fusion restaurant in Macau, China.

"Tradition is not old-school, and innovation never forgets its roots,” 
he says — an important philosophy he often repeats. 

“It is important to grasp an understanding of the original flavors 
of a cuisine and trace them back to their roots. This can only be 
done by spending time to learn the subtleties of each region’s 
culture and the essence of each cuisine."

SICHUAN 
CUISINE

HUNAN 
CUISINE

CANTONESE
CUISINE

FUJIAN
CUISINE

ZHEJIANG
CUISINE

JIANGSU
CUISINE

SHANDONG
CUISINE

ANHUI
CUISINE

CHOW 
DOWN



Sichuan (川菜 Chuāncài)
Sichuan is one of China’s most popular 

cuisines domestically. Its spiciness comes 
from the use of Sichuan peppers and 
peppercorn, which create a flavor that is 
numbingly spicy, both from heat and a 
tingling sensation.

Common ingredients also include chili 
pepper, garlic, shallots, ginger, star anise 
and broad bean chili paste, which is a 
fermented condiment.

One signature at Feng Wei Ju is its 
Mandarin fish filets, coated in a red 
chili oil. Prior to its preparation, the oil is 
meticulously brewed with more than 20 
spices for three days. 

“[The dish] well represents the hot 
and piquant flavor of Sichuan cuisine,” 
Chef Chan says.

Other Sichuan favorites at the restaurant 
include sliced pork with a garlic puree, crispy 
chicken filets and dan dan noodles.

For the dan dan noodles, the highest 
quality flour is flown from Inner Mongolia 
to Macau to create fresh noodle dough, 
kneaded by hand by Chef Li Shuan Xiang, 
head of noodles and dim sum.

The dan dan noodles are topped with 
fragrant, finely minced pork leg and a thick 
soup. Although Feng Wei Ju keeps this soup 
a secret recipe, typical dan dan noodle 
broth is made with chili oil, vegetables and 
Sichuan pepper.

Hunan (湘菜 Xiāngcài)
Hunan cuisine is hotter than Sichuan 

but less numbing, which only adds to the 
intensity of the heat. It draws inspiration 
from its agricultural location, consisting of 
vegetables, citrus fruits, rice, seasonings 
and herbs. 

Vinegar, too, is a more frequently used 
ingredient, fostering a sour flavor.
Chili sauce is popular in Hunan. 

Feng Wei Ju takes the classics to the 
next level with one of its more popular 
dishes, boneless beef ribs with homemade 
chili sauce. High-quality ribs are paired with 
a blend of spices and slowly stewed for up 
to three hours at varying temperatures to 
ensure a tender texture. 

In addition to the chili sauce, the dish is 
topped with sesame seeds and chives.

Hunan is known to be healthier, aligning 
with Chef Chan’s passion to provide such 
dishes to his guests. Vinegar, for one, is 
known to help digestion, cool the body and 
lower blood pressure. 

Chef Chan’s background in Cantonese 
cuisine has also led him to develop a 
unique seasoning technique that replaces 
monosodium glutamate (MSG) with natural 
umami flavors.

HOT STUFF
The provinces of Sichuan and Hunan 

are known for their spicy dishes, both 
demonstrated at Feng Wei Ju.

To achieve this authenticity, 
Chef Chan’s team consists of Chef 
Zhang Zheng Jun, head of Sichuan 
cuisine, and Chef Chen Xin Long, 
head of Hunan cuisine, who both 
oversee the preparation of their native 
dishes, with ingredients sourced from 
the provinces themselves.

"The kitchen is our stage, and we 
must be united,” Chef Chan says. 
“Only by working together are we 
able to bring out the ultimate flavors 
and create exceptional dishes in the 
midst of countless ingredients and 
inspirational ideas.

“Hunan and Sichuan cuisine are 
full of variation, and they are also 
closely related to each other,” he says. 
“The characteristic I like most about 
Hunan and Sichuan cuisine is the 
spiciness, which can help to bring out 
the original flavors of the ingredients.”

Both the Sichuan and Hunan 
provinces are in southern China, 
where the climate is subtropical. 
Spicy food is often popular in such 
environments, as spices help to 
preserve food and aid one in breaking 
a sweat in warmer temperatures to 
return the body to stasis. 

As a bonus, fiery dishes are known 
to release endorphins and enhance 
the flavors of the ingredients used.

“Tradition is not old-school, 
and innovation never forgets its roots” 

— EXECUTIVE CHEF CHAN CHEK KEONG, FENG WEI JU, MACAU, CHINA
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 WILD SIDE
 Located in mountainous regions, both 
Fujian and Anhui cuisines incorporate wild 
foods from their surroundings. 
 Like Hunan, the cuisine is healthier, as 
many of these ingredients are nutrient-
dense and low-calorie.

 Anhui (徽菜 Huīcài)
 Located inland, Anhui cuisine features 
locally caught wildlife in many of its dishes, 
including turtles, wild frogs and small 
shrimp, as well as fungi, tea leaves, bayberry 
and dates. Pork, potatoes, rice and wheat, 
too, are staples.
 The dish Qingming Guo is regularly 
enjoyed at local festivals. The dumpling 
has an outer shell made up of rice and 
leafy wormwood, fi lled with a stuffi ng of 
pork or beans, dried mustard, salt and 
mugwort sugar.

 Fujian (闽菜 M ncài)
 From along the Pacifi c Ocean in 
southeastern China, Fujian cuisine embraces 
the sea in its dishes. Common ingredients 
include mushrooms, bamboo, mussels, sea 
cucumbers, sea worms, snails and slugs.
 Like the Hunan region, rice is also 
grown locally, including the staple white and 
red yeast rice. Both can also be fermented 
into red rice wine, which is often used in 
cooking. Dishes cooked in this method are 
called “drunken.”
 Soup is considered a must for meals. 
A saying in the region is “不汤不行,” which 
translates to “no soup is not okay.” It is 
often the primary, or only, beverage 
throughout a meal.
 Those in the region take pride in the 
meals they are making, seeking to present 
food in a beautiful manner by artistically 
cutting the items and incorporating herbs 
and spices for their color and aroma.

Executive Chef Chan 
Chek Keong of Feng 
Wei Ju in Macau
Image courtesy 
of Feng Wei Ju

Boneless Beef Ribs 
served at the Sichuan-
Hunan fusion Feng Wei 
Ju restaurant
Image courtesy 
of Feng Wei Ju

2 3

An Anhui braised 
sturgeon dish

“Buddha Jumps Over 
the Wall” soup, a 
popular Fujian dish
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LESS IS MORE
Cantonese and Jiangsu cuisines are 

located in provinces with major metropolises 
— Hong Kong and Shanghai, respectively. 

Key components of these cuisines are 
their reduced use of seasonings, sweeter 
flavors and plenty of seafood.

Cantonese (粤菜 Yuècài)
While seasonings are key attributes of other Chinese cuisines, an objective of Cantonese 

cuisine is to minimize the use of spices to allow the ingredients themselves a chance to shine. 
The flavor is often sweet and mild, with dishes braised or stewed.

The fare originates from the Guangdong province in southeast China and is the most 
popular Chinese cuisine internationally. 

“Cantonese cooking is all about using fresh products,” says Chef Wong Chi Fai, executive 
chef at the T’ang Court restaurant in Hong Kong. “This particular cuisine incorporates light 
seasoning and spices, which is distinctly different from other Chinese food.”

The restaurant holds the honor of being awarded three Michelin stars and has received 
various other awards for decades.

“The T’ang Court team always selects the best quality ingredients from around the world 
and introduces seasonal products to classic Cantonese cuisine prepared in an authentic 
approach,” Chef Wong says. “Our chefs cook whole-heartedly and to maintain the integrity 
of the ingredients that we selected.

“Baked stuffed crab shell with crab meat, onion and cream sauce is the most popular 
dish on our menu,” he says. “Guests have a mouthful of crab meat with every bite.”

The chef’s personal favorite, however, is the stir-fried lobster with spring onions, 
red onions and shallots.

“Lobsters are carefully selected daily,” Chef Wong says. “We sauté the garlic, spring 
onions and red onions together with a touch of soy sauce and Hua Diao Chinese wine. 
People can actually smell its aroma before they see it.

“While we use traditional cooking techniques, we are also adapting new and seasonal 
ingredients from around the world, such as Wagyu beef from Japan, to elevate the dining 
experience,” he says.

“The essence of traditional Cantonese cuisine is the flame-cooking technique — how to 
cook perfectly within a short and precise time while keeping the freshness and original taste 
of ingredients.”

Jiangsu (苏菜 Sūcài)
Often served at government functions, 

Jiangsu is considered a refined cuisine. 
Like Cantonese, seasonings are 

minimal, and the flavor is sweet and 
salty. Simultaneously, like Fujian cuisine, 
presentation is prioritized, including sense 
and smell.

Various fish and sea vegetables are 
incorporated, as are Chinese and water 
chestnuts, watershield, lotus and bamboo 
shoots from nearby lakes and ponds. 
Elaborate and precise cooking methods are 
undergone, which is a reflection of the elite 
that consume Jiangsu.

Dishes exemplifying these characteristics 
include watermelon chicken, brine-boiled 
duck and duck wrapped in shark fins.

Executive Chef Wong 
Chi Fai of T’ang Court 
in Hong Kong
Image courtesy of 
T’ang Court

Many of the signature 
Cantonese dishes at 
T’ang Court
Image courtesy of 
T’ang Court
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Sweet green rice balls, 
eaten as dessert or a 
snack in Zhejiang

A stir-fried Wagyu 
beef dish from T’ang 
Court in Hong Kong 
(recipe opposite page)
Image courtesy of 
T’ang Court
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A Shandong braised 
pork dish
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RECIPE
The blending of classic Cantonese 
methods with modern ingredients 
is demonstrated in an exclusive 
recipe provided to Luxury Portfolio
by T’ang Court:

Wagyu Beef 
with Spring Onion 
and Wasabi

DIRECTIONS
1. Heat a non-stick pan 

2. Quickly stir-fry the Wagyu cubes 
on each side until medium 
(140–150 degrees Fahrenheit), 
set aside meat

3. In the pan, stir in spring onions 
and garlic to enhance the aroma 

4. Add the Wagyu cubes back into 
the pan with the sauce

5. Turn off the heat and stir in 
fresh wasabi

INGREDIENTS
• Japanese Wagyu 

beef, cubed
• Spring onions
• Garlic
• Wasabi

SAUCE
• Light soy sauce
• Sugar
• Oyster sauce
• Shaoxing wine
• Dark soy sauce

“Juicy, tender and 
unctuously marbled, 
this recipe involves 
traditional Cantonese 
cooking techniques with 
modern touches in terms 
of ingredient selections 
and presentation” 

— CHEF WONG CHI FAI, 
EXECUTIVE CHEF, T’ANG COURT

8 10
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OPPOSITES ATTRACT
Located north and south of Jiangsu 

province are two coastal provinces, 
Zhejiang and Shandong. Seafood, once 
again, is a staple. 

What makes each cuisine unique is 
how the food is prepared. 

Zhejiang (浙菜 Zhècài)
The wealthiest province in China, 

residents of Zhejiang, like Jiangsu, prefer 
fine foods, artistically put together and 
never too greasy, sour, sweet or spicy. 

Food is commonly served raw, or close 
to it, similar to Japanese cuisine. 
Desserts, too, are quite popular, often made 
with sugar, wheat, rice and beans. 

Sweet Ningbo rice balls, for instance, 
are rice cakes made up of glutinous rice, 
sugar and cassia flowers, and are enjoyed 
at various celebrations or as snacks.

Shandong (鲁菜 Lucài)
The food of Shandong sets the stage for 

many of the other cuisines, as the province 
was one of the first civilized regions in China. 

Shandong is said to strike a balance 
between the heartiness of northern foods 
and lighter fare in the south, often deep-fried.

Seafood and vegetable dishes are fried 
on high heat, bao stir fry style, on a large 
flame with very little oil, so as not to be 
greasy while simultaneously locking in flavor. 

A popular braised dish is Dezhou 
Grilled Chicken.

Pa is another cooking method in which 
chefs cover a cut of meat in flour and stir fry it 
to crispiness, often accompanied with sauce. 

Like other cuisines, it uses onions, 
ginger, soy sauce, vinegar and a dash of red 
pepper, as well as staples of rice, porridge, 
noodles and bread.

Typical vegetables include peanuts, 
soybeans, potatoes, mushrooms, tomatoes, 
eggplant, seaweed and cabbage. 

stock.adobe.com stock.adobe.com
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Hewlett Harbor, NY, USA
$2,398,000

COACH REAL ESTATE ASSOCIATES, INC.
Alissa Lurie — +1 516 967 8828
alurie@coachrealtors.com
Search NNFK on luxuryportfolio.com

Exceptional, over-6,000-sq-ft, 4-plus-bed, 4-bath, center hall Colonial set 
on 1 acre. Featuring exquisite architectural details throughout, including 
a grand foyer, formal dining room, formal living room with fireplace, 
a library/family room leading to a covered outdoor porch and large 
patio, updated chef’s kitchen with adjoining breakfast room and 
a garden room overlooking the lush acre property. A large primary 
suite with an enclosed terrace room and ensuite marble bath. A 2-car 
attached garage, and full basement with high ceilings complete this 
grand home.
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Providenciales, 
Turks and Caicos Islands

$2,199,000

HOMES IN PARADISE BY GRACE BAY REALTY
Gordon Williams — +1 649 342 3149

gordon@gracebayrealty.com
Search XOUP on luxuryportfolio.com

Villa Bella Sera is a beautiful home in Leeward, Providenciales. 
This property offers a generous 130 ft of water frontage and is within 
close proximity to restaurants, beaches, an international school and 
charter companies, making it the ideal choice as an investment or 
for those looking to start a family. This 3,929-sq-ft villa has a great 
amount of natural light, high ceilings and an open floor plan that 
flows seamlessly onto the coral stone patio, making this villa a great 
property for entertaining guests. The canal offers access to the 
island’s famous mangrove.
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LOFTY Brickell Penthouse 4002 a 2BR+Den/2BTH in the luxury 44-story 
landmark waterfront building in Brickell at the epicenter of Miami’s most 
exciting growth, LOFTY was conceived to bring a 5-star alternative for 
the traveler of today that prefers to stay in a Residence with the services 
& amenities of a hotel. The PHs are delivered fully finished & furnished 
w/professional management & a Penthouse Observatory, exclusively for 
PH owners The building will feature a 5-star restaurant on the water, 
400 Linear ft. of private Marina, & a very exclusive member-only Club.

Miami, FL, USA
$2,253,000

CERVERA REAL ESTATE
Alicia Paysse — +1 786 266 4006
apaysse@cervera.com
Search PIHM on luxuryportfolio.com
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Bedminster, NJ, USA
$2,100,000

TURPIN REAL ESTATE, INC.
Gerry-Jo Cranmer — +1 908 234 9100
gerryjo@turpinrealtors.com
Search DVPA on luxuryportfolio.com

Barrington, RI, USA
$2,250,000

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES LTD.
Kerri Payne — +1 401 837 0325
kpayne@residentialproperties.com
Search HQQS on luxuryportfolio.com

Siesta Key, FL, USA
$1,950,000

MICHAEL SAUNDERS & COMPANY
Melissa Gissinger — +1 941 404 2722
melissagissinger@michaelsaunders.com
Search XDBP on luxuryportfolio.com

Sarasota, FL, USA
$2,100,000

MICHAEL SAUNDERS & COMPANY
Kim Ogilvie — +1 941 376 1717
kimogilvie@michaelsaunders.com
Search WZTH on luxuryportfolio.com

Click here for property video
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Delray Beach, FL, USA
$2,195,000

BALISTRERI REAL ESTATE
Allison Stewart — +1 561 445 8813

allisonstewart07@yahoo.com
Search FCQA on luxuryportfolio.com

A luxurious 2-story townhome in Coralina Village, Delray’s Seagate 
enclave. 1 block from the beach and a short walk to downtown. 
One of the most desired units in the 12-unit development. Designer 
touches include white oak floors, spacious yard with private balconies, 
versatile den, and open-plan living room, kitchen, and covered patio 
for entertaining. Impact windows, 2-car garage, and golf cart storage 
complete this charming and secure private oasis.
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Newly renovated 1840s farmhouse on flat 3 acres, surrounded by 
over-100-acre nature preserve. The main house retains original features 
including fireplace with Dutch oven, a formal dining room, den, eat-in 
kitchen, breakfast nook and home office. Primary suite with full bath 
and sitting area and 2 additional en-suite bedrooms. Gunite saltwater 
pool, 2 outdoor entertaining areas with a patio and gazebo. Sharing 
the property is a fully renovated guest house with 2 en-suite bedrooms, 
kitchen and dining area, plus a 4-stable horse barn with 2 separate 
fenced paddocks.

Wading River, NY, USA
$1,999,000

COACH REAL ESTATE ASSOCIATES, INC.
Kalliopi Suarez — +1 631 871 2909
ksuarez@coachrealtors.com
Search DLYG on luxuryportfolio.com
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Fairview, NC, USA
$1,750,000

ALLEN TATE REALTORS — BEVERLY-HANKS & ASSOCIATES
Carol Elizabeth Pennell — +1 828 500 1031
pennell@beverly-hanks.com
Search NNRR on luxuryportfolio.com

Hendersonville, NC, USA
$1,900,000

ALLEN TATE REALTORS — BEVERLY-HANKS & ASSOCIATES
Kina Kilpatrick — +1 828 551 7788
kkilpatrick@beverly-hanks.com
Search QROA on luxuryportfolio.com

Little Compton, RI, USA
$1,700,000

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES LTD.
Amy Chafee — +1 401 932 7283
achafee@residentialproperties.com
Search OHSK on luxuryportfolio.com

Hendersonville, NC, USA
$1,600,000

ALLEN TATE REALTORS — BEVERLY-HANKS & ASSOCIATES
Heidi DuBose Fore — +1 828 280 8430
hdubose@beverly-hanks.com
Search PZXS on luxuryportfolio.com
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Sprawling California contemporary on 3 acres, open spaces, full guest 
apt., entertainment space galore, lots of updates, indoor pool, media 
room, tennis court, solarium, 7-plus-car garage, great outdoor space, 
3 acres, huge primary bedroom wing, multiple family rooms, private, 
secure across and beautiful water feature to greet company. A truly 
one-of-a-kind property.

Cincinnati, OH, USA
$1,795,000

COMEY & SHEPHERD REALTORS
B. Stephens/B. Fossett — +1 513 703 9965
bstephens@comey.com
Search TLTP on luxuryportfolio.com
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Harrisburg, NC , USA
$1,750,000 

ALLEN TATE REALTORS
Christina Stone — +1 704 740 0629

christina.stone@allentate.com
Search COZS on luxuryportfolio.com

Artfully crafted with sophisticated finishes and design, this one-of-a-
kind custom home features an easy-living floor plan that accommodates 
everyday life and entertainment on a grand scale in the backyard haven. 
Enviable features of the spectacular backyard include a heated saltwater 
pool with grotto, waterfalls and a spa. A sunken fire pit, covered terrace, 
travertine pool deck, two grilling stations, pergola, 5-hole putting green, 
fenced yard, mature landscaping and lighting throughout complete this
oasis. No detail was overlooked in this exquisite home.
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Asheville, NC, USA
$1,515,000

ALLEN TATE REALTORS — BEVERLY-HANKS & ASSOCIATES
Scott Mills and William Coin — +1 828 782 5588
urban@beverly-hanks.com
Search KDVN on luxuryportfolio.com

Clyde, NC, USA
$1,575,000

ALLEN TATE REALTORS — BEVERLY-HANKS & ASSOCIATES
McElroy and Ellege Team — +1 828 487 0380
mcelroyandellege@beverly-hanks.com
Search HDYM on luxuryportfolio.com

Sarasota, FL, USA
$1,500,000

MICHAEL SAUNDERS & COMPANY
Georgina Clamage — +1 941 586 3789
georginaclamage@michaelsaunders.com
Search KYRN on luxuryportfolio.com

Asheville, NC, USA
$1,590,000

ALLEN TATE REALTORS — BEVERLY-HANKS & ASSOCIATES
Kelsey Clark — +1 828 845 4052
clarkteam@beverly-hanks.com
Search LQRF on luxuryportfolio.com
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Sleepy River Acres: A secluded, unique neighborhood. Nestled along 275 
feet of a winding river sits a one-of-a-kind, 3,300-sf home on a third of 
an acre. Surrounded by lush landscaping. Features a custom-designed 
kitchen with Kraft Maid cabinetry, high-end stainless steel appliances, 
dual ovens and granite countertops, a dining area, 3 living areas and 
a bar. The 3 large bedrooms have ample closet space, a storage room/
possible 4th bedroom, an indoor “summer kitchen,” restored terrazzo 
floors and an exceptionally designed saltwater pool with a hot tub.

Oakland Park, FL, USA
$1,467,777

BALISTRERI REAL ESTATE
Bradley Bush — +1 954 270 2253

bradleyb@balistreri.com
Search MEZZ on luxuryportfolio.com
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Mooresville, NC, USA
Sold  |  $1,350,000

ALLEN TATE REALTORS
Barbara Pereira — +1 704 880 1222
barbara.pereira@allentate.com

Stunning waterfront home boasting 6 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, finished 
basement, pool & dock. The dreamy kitchen has quartz counters, 
herringbone backsplash, double ovens, stainless steel hood over the gas 
cooktop stove. Primary suite on the main floor, a spa-like bathroom & a 
walk-in closet with built-ins. Upstairs are 3 bedrooms & 2 full baths plus 
a small loft. Luxury vinyl-plank floors throughout. The 2-bedroom, 1-bath 
basement opens up to a travertine patio that leads you to the saltwater 
pool and spa. Your own private dock awaits for all your lake living needs.
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Islip, NY, USA
$1,299,000

COACH REAL ESTATE ASSOCIATES, INC.
Susan Simmons — +1 631 338 1936

ssimmons@coachrealtors.com
Search LKQL on luxuryportfolio.com

Historic, 6,000-sq-ft home located in the South Shore hamlet of 
Islip. Grand public rooms include banquet-sized dining room, reading 
room, library, huge, country kitchen with den and grand ballroom. 
Main staircase leads to 3 major en-suites, additional bedrooms, two 
home offices, a gym, laundry room, a dressing room, a linen room and 
a back staircase to the kitchen/den and a staircase to the heated 
attic with 3 storage rooms. There are 5 full baths, 1 half bath and 
7 fireplaces. Gracious grounds, 60 feet of patio, specimen trees and 
detached 3-car garage.
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Gainesville, FL, USA
$1,298,700

BOSSHARDT REALTY SERVICES, LLC
Heather Doughton — +1 352 514 7557
heatherdoughton@gmail.com
Search UKOC on luxuryportfolio.com

Exquisite modern custom home on Kanapaha 
Prairie by award-winning architect Robert A. 
Harris is an excellent integration of materiality, 
environment & design. Nestled on 17+ acres, 
within an enchanting Oak Hammock enclave 
bordering the 700+ acre Conservation Prairie. 
Created with style, integrity, and craftsmanship 
as its guide. Panoramic views, an abundance 
of natural light, superior finishes, and an 
exceptional split floor plan. Sweeping extensive 
porches and decks to enhance your personal 
living and entertainment enjoyment.

Click here for property video
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South Kingstown, RI, USA
$1,194,500

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES LTD.
Galen McGovern — +1 401 680 3235
galen@residentialproperties.com
Search YHKK on luxuryportfolio.com

Burnsville, NC, USA
$1,100,000

ALLEN TATE REALTORS — BEVERLY-HANKS & ASSOCIATES
Donna Banks — +1 828 284 0509
donnabanks@beverly-hanks.com
Search ZPPH on luxuryportfolio.com

Gainesville, FL, USA
$1,000,000

BOSSHARDT REALTY SERVICES, LLC
Emily White — +1 352 538 4128
emilywhite@bosshardtrealty.com
Search AIKP on luxuryportfolio.com

Chatham, NY, USA
$1,329,000

HOULIHAN LAWRENCE
Joseph Briggs — +1 917 975 9926
jbriggs@houlihanlawrence.com
Search ZUQM on luxuryportfolio.com
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A breathtaking, custom-built log home with picturesque views nestled 
on over five acres. An oversized great room with custom wood ceilings 
featuring a 12-foot-wide, fieldstone rock, wood-burning fireplace is the 
centerpiece of the home. The main level features a generously sized 
kitchen, breakfast area, dining room, bedroom, bathrooms and seating 
areas. Upper level has an oversized primary bedroom, dressing room and 
bath. The extravagant wraparound porch provides a quiet oasis and the 
private in-ground pool is surrounded by nature.

Salisbury, NC, USA
$1,150,000 

ALLEN TATE REALTORS
Vanessa Miles — +1 704 490 9096
vanessa.miles@allentate.com
Search XGHR on luxuryportfolio.com
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Gainesville, FL, USA
$999,000

BOSSHARDT REALTY SERVICES, LLC
Denise Rosenberg — +1 352 262 3103

deniserosenberg@bosshardtrealty.com
Search NRVG on luxuryportfolio.com

Welcome home! Enjoy the peace and quiet 
of the country while living in one of the most 
prestigious, 5-acre, gated communities in the 
Gainesville, FL, area. With easy access to the 
University of Florida and the Shands/UF Health 
complex, you are close to everything, but this 
home will be your serene refuge after a busy 
day. Gated neighborhood. 5 acres, 4 bedrooms, 
3 bathrooms. Featuring a 3-car garage, pool, 
hot tub and an outdoor kitchen.
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WHO IS 
LUXURY PORTFOLIO 
INTERNATIONAL®?

ONLY 20% 
of brokerages applying 

qualify for Luxury Portfolio
International membership

MORE THAN $296 BILLION 
in U.S. home sales are handled by the members of our 
network each year.

OUR APPROACH 
IS ROOTED IN 
THREE 
FUNDAMENTAL 
ELEMENTS
Together, these pillars 
deliver superior and 
measurable results for 
our clients.

We are more than a label. 
We are people in 35 
countries and territories 
trained in the art and 
science of selling the 
world’s most unique and 
desirable properties.

1
Relationships

2
Expertise

3
Quality

*According to YouGov Affluent Perspective; Global respondents in the market for a primary personal 
residence over $1 million in the next three years

REACHING HIGH-NET-WORTH BUYERS
Every year, millions of affluent consumers visit our Web site, 
luxuryportfolio.com, to browse in a setting dedicated solely 
to significant properties and a discerning lifestyle. These are 
high-net-worth buyers, not dreamers. 

YOUR PROPERTY WILL BE TRANSLATED INTO:

9
LANGUAGES 

60+ 
CURRENCIES

LUXURYPORTFOLIO.COM VISITORS:*

$10.3 M
LIQUID ASSETS 

69%
OWN A SECOND HOME 

A NETWORK OF FINE 
PROPERTY EXPERTS
WE DELIVER ACCESS, INSIGHTS AND 
SOPHISTICATED GUIDANCE to discerning 
clients around the world. As the luxury division of Leading 
Real Estate Companies of the World,® we have a direct 
relationship with the very best independent property 
brokerages and the most well-connected and successful 
top agents in cities around the globe.
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OUR NETWORK IS CONNECTED TO LUXURY EXPERTS 
AND BUYERS IN 800+ MAJOR CITIES FROM BANGKOK 
TO BARCELONA — not just within one brand or company, but among the 
finest, most well-known leaders in each market. These relationships generate 
thousands of client introductions and billions in sales each year. 

250+ 
MEMBER COMPANIES

35
COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES

WELL CONNECTED.™ 

luxuryportfolio.com

The Luxury Portfolio International team 
Left to right: Linda Triphahn, Lisa Klein Powers, Holly Llewellyn, Sara Nelson McKitrick, Blake Crane, Jennifer Woodring, Mickey Alam Khan, Emma Lorenzen, Drew McCall, Amelia Boo, Meisha Ashmon, 
Braden Poole, Kenna Stark
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LEARN MORE about LPI member companies and brokers near you at luxuryportfolio.com/brokers

MEMBER
DIRECTORY

unsplash.com
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LUXURY PORTFOLIO INTERNATIONAL®

MEMBER COMPANIES

unsplash.com

shutterstock.com

 stock.adobe.com

Anguilla
Sunshine Properties  |  See Sint Maarten

Antigua and Barbuda
Carribean Luxury Villas  |  St. Philip
caribbeanluxuryvillas.co

Australia
Belle Property Australia Pty Ltd.  |  Sydney
belleproperty.com
Page: 48

Austria
Von Poll Immobilien  |  See Germany

Bahamas
Bahamas Realty Ltd.  |  Bahamas
bahamasrealty.com
Page: 117

Keys Bahamas Realty  |  Bahamas 
keysbahamas.com

Barbados
One Caribbean Estates  |  Holetown
onecaribbeanestates.com

Belgium
Immobiliere Le Lion  |  Brussels  
immo-lelion.be

British Virgin Islands
Smiths Gore Ltd.  |  Tortola
smithsgore.com

Bulgaria
Unique Estates Ltd.  |  Sofia
ues.bg

Canada

ALBERTA
CIR Realty  |  Calgary  |  cirrealty.ca 

Rimrock Real Estate  |  Edmonton
rimrockrealestate.ca

BRITISH COLUMBIA
Macdonald Realty Ltd.  |  Vancouver
macrealty.com

The Whistler Real Estate Ltd.  |  Whistler  
whistlerrealestate.ca
Page: 43

NOVA SCOTIA
Cape Brenton Realty
Port Hawkesbury  |  St. Peter’s
capebrentonrealty.com

ONTARIO
Bosley Real Estate  |  Toronto 
bosleyrealestate.com

Bowes & Cocks Ltd., Brokerage
Peterborough  |  bowesandcocks.com

Harvey Kalles Real Estate Ltd.  |  Toronto
harveykalles.com
Page: 94

Revel Realty  |  Niagara Falls  |  revelrealty.ca

Paul Rushforth Real Estate  |  Ottawa 
paulrushforth.com

TrilliumWest Real Estate Brokerage
Guelph  |  Kitchener  |  trilliumwest.com

QUÉBEC
M IMMOBILIER  |  Montreal
mrealestate.com

Cayman Islands
IRG International Realty Group Ltd.  
Grand Cayman
irgcayman.com

Costa Rica
KRAIN Costa Rica Real Estate
Guanacaste
kraincostarica.com
Page: 117

LX Costa Rica Consulting SRL  |  San Jose  
lxcostarica.com

Czech Republic
Philip & Frank  |  Prague
philip-frank.com

France
Belles Demeures de France  |  Paris
belles-demeures-de-france.com

Daniel FÉAU Conseil Immobilier  |  Paris  
danielfeau.com

Groupe Immobilier Mercure France
Toulouse  |  groupe-mercure.com

Junot  |  Paris  |  junot.fr

Riviera Keys  |  Cannes  |  rivierakeys.com

SANHEN Properties  |  Hyères
sanhen-properties.fr

VALLAT  |  Annecy  |  vallat-immobilier.com
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Germany
Allgemeiner Grund & Boden Fundus
Berlin  |  agbf.com
Page: 129

von Poll Immobilien GmbH  |  Frankfurt
Additional Areas Served: Austria, Spain
von-poll.com

Greece
JK Property & Yachting  |  Athens
jkproperty.gr

Ireland
Colliers Dublin  |  Dublin
colliers.com/en-ie

Italy
Atlante Properties SRL  |  Venice
atlanteproperties.com

Cofim Immobiliare VR  |  Verona
cofimimmobiliare.it

Giorgio Viganò Real Estate  |  Milan
giorgiovigano.com

Maior Capital  |  Olbia 
maiorcapital.com 

Marco Badalla — Property At Lake Como
Lake Como  |  propertyatlakecomo.com

Stresa Luxury Real Estate  |  Stresa
stresa.biz

Studio 18  |  Florence  |  studio18.eu

Tamagnini Luxury Estate  |  Sarteano
ituscanyre.com

Mauritius
Park Lane Properties  |  Tamarin
parklane.mu

Mexico
CDR Bienes Raices San Miguel
San Miguel de Allende  |  cdrsanmiguel.com

P.V. Realty, S.A. de C.V.  |  Puerto Vallarta
pvre.com

REmexico Real Estate Group
Cabo San Lucas
caborealestate.com

New Zealand
Barfoot & Thompson Ltd.  |  Auckland
barfoot.co.nz

Portugal
Casaiberia Real Estate  |  Lagoa, Algarve
casaiberia.com

INS Portugal  |  Estoril  |  insluxuryestates.pt
Page: 149

Modern  |  Lisbon  |  mod-ern.com

Puerto Rico
Clubhouse Real Estate  |  San Juan
clubhouserealestate.com

LUXE, Reality Realty Luxury Division
San Juan  |  realityrealtypr.com

Romania
Imobiliare Herastrau  |  Bucharest
imobiliare-herastrau.ro

Saint Barthélemy
Sibarth Real Estate  |  Gustavia
sibarthrealestate.com
Page: 28

Saint Martin
Sunshine Properties  |  See Sint Maarten

Singapore
Arcadia Consulting  |  Singapore
arcadia-consult.com

One Global Group Singapore
Singapore  |  ogpsglobal.com

 stock.adobe.com

 stock.adobe.com

 stock.adobe.com

LUXURY PORTFOLIO INTERNATIONAL®

MEMBER COMPANIES

 stock.adobe.com
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Sint Maarten
Sunshine Properties  |  Cole Bay
Additional Areas Served:
Saint Martin, Anguilla
sunshine-properties.com 

South Africa
Chas Everitt International Property Group
Johannesburg  |  chaseveritt.co.za
Page: 151

Jawitz Properties Ltd.  |  Johannesburg
jawitz.co.za

Spain
Inmobiliaria Rimontgó  |  Alicante
rimontgo.com

M.E. Estates — Private Brokerage  |  Marbella
me-estates.com

Von Poll Immobilien  |  See Germany

Switzerland
Comptoir Immobilier Group  |  Geneva
comptoir-immo.ch

Doris Bader Immobilien  |  Lucerne
domba.ch

FGP Swiss & Alps  |  Geneva
fgp-swissandalps.com

Ganahl Immobilien  |  Widnau
www.dermakler.ch/

Ginesta Immobilien  |  Küsnacht
ginesta.ch

Nobilis Estate AG  |  Zug
nobilis-estate.com

WETAG Consulting Immobiliare  |  Locarno 
wetag.ch
Page: 69

Turks and Caicos
Homes in Paradise by Grace Bay Realty
Grace Bay  |  turksandcaicosrealestate.com
Page: 130, 161

United Kingdom
One Global Property Services (UK) Limited 
United Kingdom
See Singapore

Strutt & Parker  |  London 
struttandparker.com

U.S. Virgin Islands
Island Living Collective  |  St. Thomas 
islandliving.com

unsplash.com

 stock.adobe.com

 stock.adobe.com

 stock.adobe.com

LEARN MORE about LPI member companies and brokers near you at luxuryportfolio.com/brokers
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LUXURY PORTFOLIO INTERNATIONAL®

MEMBER COMPANIES
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United States of America

ALABAMA
CRYE-LEIKE Real Estate Services
See Tennessee

RealtySouth  |  Birmingham
realtysouth.com

ARIZONA
Arizona Best Real Estate  |  Scottsdale
arizonabest.com

Long Realty Company  |  longrealty.com

ARKANSAS
CRYE-LEIKE Real Estate Services
See Tennessee

CALIFORNIA
Bailey Properties, Inc.  |  Aptos
baileyproperties.com

Bennion Deville Homes
Rancho Mirage  |  bdhomes.com

Chase International  |  See Nevada
Page: 115

Christie’s International Real Estate Sereno 
Los Gatos |  Sereno.com

Dickson Realty  |  See Nevada

Dilbeck Real Estate
La Cañada Flintridge  |  dilbeck.com

First Team Real Estate  |  Newport Beach
firstteam.com
Page: 73

The Grubb Company  |  Oakland 
grubbco.com

Hilton & Hyland Real Estate
Beverly Hills  |  hiltonhyland.com
Page: 42

Intero Real Estate Services — East Bay
Fremont  |  interosfeastbay.com
Page: 45

John L. Scott Real Estate  |  See Washington

Lyon Real Estate A Windermere Company
Sacramento  |  golyon.com
Page: 134

Pinnacle Estate Properties, Inc.
Northridge  |  pinnacleestate.com

Vanguard Properties  |  San Francisco
vanguardproperties.com
Page: 48

Village Properties  |  Montecito
villagesite.com

Willis Allen Real Estate  |  San Diego
willisallen.com
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COLORADO
Bluebird Real Estate  |  Crested Butte   
bbre1.com
Page: 92

The Group Inc. Real Estate  |  Fort Collins
Steamboat Springs 
thegroupinc.com

Kentwood Real Estate  |  Denver  
kentwood.com

Platinum Group, REALTORS®

Colorado Springs  |  platinumhomesales.com

PorchLight Real Estate Group  |  Denver
porchlightgroup.com

Slifer Smith & Frampton Real Estate
Eagle, Summit & Pitkin Counties  |  Boulder
vailrealestate.com
Page: 29

WK Real Estate  |  Boulder  |  wkre.com

CONNECTICUT
Brown Harris Stevens
See New York

Houlihan Lawrence Wareck D’Ostillo
New Haven  |  wareck.com

Houlihan Lawrence Real Estate
See New York

William Raveis Real Estate, 
Mortgage & Insurance  |  Shelton
Additional Areas Served: FL, MA, 
ME, NY, RI, VT
raveis.com
Page: 31, 91, 113

LEARN MORE about LPI member companies and brokers near you at luxuryportfolio.com/brokers
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DELAWARE
Long & Foster® Real Estate, Inc.
See Virginia

Patterson-Schwartz & Associates, Inc.
Wilmington
Additional Areas Served: MD, PA
pattersonschwartz.com

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Long & Foster® Real Estate, Inc. 
See Virginia

McEnearney Associates, Inc.  |  See Virginia

FLORIDA
Amelia Island Real Estate Services 
Amelia Island  |  ameliaislandrealestate.net

Balistreri Realty Inc.  |  Boca-Ft.Lauderdale
balistreri.com
Page: 113, 165, 171

Bosshardt Realty Services, LLC  |  Gainesville
bosshardtrealty.com
Page: 132, 174, 175, 177

Brown Harris Stevens — Palm Beach
Palm Beach  |  bhsusa.com/palm-beach
Page: 50

Cervera Real Estate  |  Miami
cervera.com
Page: 26, 93, 96, 162

CRYE-LEIKE Real Estate Services
See Tennessee

Dale Sorensen Real Estate, Inc.
Vero Beach
sorensenrealestate.com

 stock.adobe.com
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FLORIDA (continued)

Fannie Hillman + Associates, Inc.  |  Orlando 
fanniehillman.com

Florida Executive Realty  |  Tampa
floridaexecutiverealty.com

Illustrated Properties Real Estate, Inc.
Palm Beach Gardens  |  ipre.com
Page: 44

John R. Wood Christie’s International 
Real Estate  |  Naples-Ft. Myers
johnrwood.com

The Keyes Company  |  Miami
keyes.com
Page: 114

Levin Rinke Realty  |  Pensacola Beach  
levinrinkerealty.com

Lost Tree Realty, Inc.  |  Palm Beach Gardens
losttreerealty.com

Michael Saunders & Company  |  Sarasota
michaelsaunders.com
Page: 88, 90, 94, 97, 112, 117, 129, 135, 151, 
164, 170

Premier Estate Properties, Inc.
Boca Raton  
premierestateproperties.com
Page: 22,49

The Premier Property Group
Panama City Beach  
thepremierpropertygroup.com

Premier Realty Group  |  Stuart
premierrealtygroup.com

Royal Shell Real Estate  |  Fort Myers
royalshellrealestate.com

Smith & Associates Real Estate
Tampa-St. Petersburg
smithandassociates.com

VIP Realty Group, Inc.
Sanibel-Captiva-Naples-Fort Myers
viprealty.com

Watson Realty Corp.
Jacksonville-Orlando
Additional Areas Served: GA
watsonrealtycorp.com

William Raveis Real Estate, Mortgage & 
Insurance  |  See Connecticut
Page: 91

GEORGIA
Ansley Real Estate
Christie’s International Real Estate  |  Atlanta
ansleyatlanta.com

Blanchard & Calhoun Real Estate  |  Augusta
Additional Areas Served: SC
blanchardandcalhoun.com

CRYE-LEIKE Real Estate Services
See Tennessee

Dorsey Alston REALTORS®  |  Atlanta  
dorseyalston.com
Page: 97

Harry Norman, REALTORS®  |  Atlanta 
harrynorman.com
Page: 72

Luxury Lake Oconee Real Estate Group
Greensboro 
luxurylakeoconee.com

Meybohm Realtors  |  Augusta
Additional Areas Served: SC
meybohm.com

The Norton Agency  |  Gainesville
gonorton.com

Sea Island Properties  |  St. Simons Island
seaislandproperties.com

Watson Realty Corp.  |  See Florida

LUXURY PORTFOLIO INTERNATIONAL®

MEMBER COMPANIES

unsplash.com
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HAWAII
Hawaii Life Real Estate Brokers  |  Princeville  
hawaiilife.com

Locations  |  Honolulu
locationshawaii.com

Mauna Kea Realty a Hawaii Life Company
Kamuela
maunakearealty.com

IDAHO
Amherst Madison Real Estate Advisors
Boise  |  amherstmadisonlegacy.com

John L. Scott Real Estate  |  See Washington

Windermere Real Estate — Mountain West
See Washington

ILLINOIS
@properties  |  Christie’s International 
Real Estate  |  Chicago
Additional Areas Served: IN, MI, WI
atproperties.com
Page: 31, 70, 71, 91, 117

Baird & Warner  |  Chicago
bairdwarner.com

john greene Realtor  |  Naperville
johngreenerealtor.com

McColly Real Estate  |  See Indiana

INDIANA
@properties  |  See Illinois

Comey & Shepherd REALTORS  |  See Ohio

Cressy & Everett Real Estate  |  South Bend
Additional Areas Served: MI
cressyeverett.com

F.C. Tucker Company, Inc.  |  Indianapolis
Additional Areas Served: IL
talktotucker.com

Howard Hanna Real Estate Services
See Pennsylvania

McColly Real Estate  |  Schererville
Additional Areas Served: IL
mccolly.com

Sibcy Cline, Inc.  |  See Ohio

IOWA
NP Dodge Real Estate  |  See Nebraska

KANSAS
ReeceNichols Real Estate  |  Leawood
Additional Areas Served: MO
reecenichols.com

KENTUCKY
Comey & Shepherd Realtors  |  See Ohio

CRYE-LEIKE Real Estate Services
See Tennessee

Sibcy Cline, Inc.  |  See Ohio

LOUISIANA
Latter & Blum, Inc. Realtors  |  New Orleans
Additional Areas Served: MS
latter-blum.com

MAINE
Aland Realty  |  See New Hampshire

Bean Group  |  See New Hampshire

Sprague & Curtis Real Estate  |  Augusta
spragueandcurtis.com

Town & Shore Associates LLC  |  Portland
townandshore.com

William Raveis Real Estate, Mortgage & 
Insurance  |  See Connecticut

MARYLAND
Howard Hanna Real Estate Services 
See Pennsylvania

Long & Foster® Real Estate, Inc.
See Virginia

McEnearney Associates, Inc.  |  See Virginia

Patterson-Schwartz & Associates, Inc.
See Delaware

MASSACHUSETTS
Advisors Living  |  Boston
bradvisors.com

Andrew Abu Inc. REALTORS®

Westborough
andrewabu.com
Page: 70

Bean Group  |  See New Hampshire

Churchill Properties  |  Manchester
churchillprop.com

Jack Conway & Co. Inc.  |  Norwell
jackconway.com
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MASSACHUSETTS (continued)

Jones Group REALTORS®  |  Amherst
jonesrealtors.com 

Lillian Montalto Signature Properties
Andover-N. Andover
andoverhomes.com

Residential Properties Ltd.
See Rhode Island

Sandpiper Realty, Inc.  |  Martha’s Vineyard
sandpiperrealty.com 
Page: 51

Stone House Properties  |  West Stockbridge
Additional Areas Served: NY
stonehouseproperties.com

William Raveis Real Estate, 
Mortgage & Insurance  |  See Connecticut
Page: 135

MICHIGAN
Charles Reinhart Company  |  Ann Arbor
reinhartrealtors.com

Cressy & Everett Real Estate  |  See Indiana

Howard Hanna Real Estate Services
See Pennsylvania

Johnstone & Johnstone REALTORS®

Southfield
johnstoneandjohnstone.com

Max Broock REALTORS®  |  Birmingham
maxbroock.com

Real Estate One, Inc.  |  Southfield
realestateone.com

MINNESOTA
Edina Realty  |  Minneapolis-St. Paul  
Additional Areas Served: WI
edinarealty.com

Fazendin REALTORS®  |  Minneapolis-St. Paul
fazhomes.com

MISSISSIPPI
CRYE-LEIKE Real Estate Services
See Tennessee

Latter & Blum, Inc. Realtors  |  See Louisiana

MISSOURI
Janet McAfee Inc.  |  St. Louis
janetmcafee.com

ReeceNichols Real Estate  |  See Kansas

MONTANA
Windermere Real Estate — Mountain West
See Washington

NEBRASKA
NP Dodge Real Estate  |  Omaha
Additional Areas Served: IA
npdodge.com

NEVADA
Chase International  |  Lake Tahoe
Additional Areas Served: CA
chaseinternational.com

Dickson Realty  |  Reno
Additional Areas Served: CA
dicksonrealty.com
Page: 70

Wardley Real Estate  |  Las Vegas
wardleyre.com

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Aland Realty  |  Portsmouth 
Additional Area Served: ME
alandrealty.com

Badger Peabody & Smith Realty
North Conway
badgerrealty.com
Page: 137

Bean Group  |  Portsmouth
Additional Areas Served: ME, MA
beangroup.com

Cowan & Zellers Real Estate 
Professionals, LLC  |  Concord
cowanandzellers.com
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NEW JERSEY
Brown Harris Stevens  |  See New York

Howard Hanna  |  Rand Realty
See New York 
Page: 94

Lois Schneider REALTORS®  |  Summit
loisschneiderrealtor.com

Long & Foster® Real Estate, Inc. 
See Virginia

Resources Real Estate Brokers  |  Rumson
resourcesrealestate.com

Terrie O’Connor REALTORS®  |  Ramsey
Additional Areas Served: NY
tocr.com

Turpin Real Estate, Inc.  |  Far Hills
turpinrealtors.com
Page: 48, 164

Weidel Real Estate  |  Princeton
Additional Areas Served: PA
weidel.com

Woodward Realty Group  |  Middletown
woodwardrealtygroup.com

NEW MEXICO
Santa Fe Properties, Inc.  |  Santa Fe
santafeproperties.com

NEW YORK
Brown Harris Stevens — Hamptons
The Hamptons
bhsusa.com/the-hamptons

Brown Harris Stevens — NYC  |  New York
Additional Areas Served: CT, NJ 
bhsusa.com/new-york-city
Page: 23, 51

Coach Real Estate Associates, Inc.
Long Island  |  coachrealtors.com
Page: 150, 160, 166, 173

Halter Associates Realty  |  Woodstock
halterassociatesrealty.com

Houlihan Lawrence Real Estate
Rye Brook  |  Additional Areas Served: CT
houlihanlawrence.com
Page: 31, 70, 75, 91, 175

Howard Hanna  |  Rand Realty
Nanuet, NY
Additional Areas Served: CT
randrealty.com
Page: 97, 129, 135

Howard Hanna Real Estate Services
See Pennsylvania

Laffey Real Estate  |  Greenvale  |  laffey.com

Netter Real Estate  |  West Islip
netterrealestate.com

Stone House Properties
See Massachusetts

Terrie O’Connor REALTORS®

See New Jersey

William Raveis Real Estate, 
Mortgage & Insurance
See Connecticut
Page: 97

Wright Bros. Real Estate  |  Nyack
wrightinnyack.com

NORTH CAROLINA
Allen Tate Company
Charlotte-Greensboro-Raleigh
Additional Areas Served: SC
allentate.com
Page: 95, 128, 152, 153, 169, 172, 176

Allen Tate Company — Beverly Hanks & 
Associates  |  Asheville
beverly-hanks.com
Page: 46, 116, 119, 131, 136, 148, 151, 167, 
170, 175

Allen Tate Company — Pat Allen Group 
Highlands  |  patallenrealtygroup.com 

Bluewater Real Estate  |  Emerald Isle
bluewaternc.com

Cottingham Chalk  |  Charlotte
Additional Areas Served: SC
cottinghamchalk.com

Dickens Mitchener Residential Real Estate
Charlotte
Additional Areas Served: SC
dickensmitchener.com

Fonville Morisey Realty  |  Raleigh-Durham
fmrealty.com

Howard Hanna Real Estate Services
See Pennsylvania

Intracoastal Realty Corporation
Wilmington 
intracoastalrealty.com

Long & Foster® Real Estate, Inc.
See Virginia 

Margaret Rudd & Associates, Inc. Realtors 
Southport  |  margaretrudd.com

PROACTIVE Real Estate  |  Holden Beach
proactiverealestate.com

Silver Creek Real Estate Group  |  Cashiers
ncliving.comunsplash.com
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OHIO
Comey & Shepherd REALTORS  |  Cincinnati
Additional Areas Served: IN, KY
comey.com
Page: 168

Cutler Real Estate  |  Canton
cutlerhomes.com

Howard Hanna Real Estate Services
See Pennsylvania

Sibcy Cline, Inc.  |  Greater Cincinnati
Additional Areas Served: IN, KY
sibcycline.com 
Page: 68

OKLAHOMA
Chinowth and Cohen Realtors  |  Tulsa 
cctulsa.com

OREGON
John L. Scott Real Estate  |  See Washington

Windermere Real Estate  |  See Washington

PENNSYLVANIA
Howard Hanna Real Estate Services
Pittsburgh
Additional Areas Served: IN, MI, MD,
NC, NJ, NY, OH, VA, WV
howardhanna.com

Lewith & Freeman Real Estate, Inc. 
Kingston
lewith-freeman.com

Long & Foster® Real Estate, Inc.
See Virginia

Patterson-Schwartz & Associates, Inc.
See Delaware

Weidel Real Estate  |  See New Jersey

RHODE ISLAND
Residential Properties Ltd.
Providence-Narragansett
Additional Areas Served: MA
residentialproperties.com
Page: 94, 113, 151, 164, 167, 175

William Raveis Real Estate, Mortgage & 
Insurance  |  See Connecticut

SOUTH CAROLINA
Allen Tate Company  | See North Carolina

Blanchard & Calhoun Real Estate
See Georgia

Carolina One Real Estate  |  Charleston
carolinaonerealestate.com

Carriage Properties  |  Charleston
carriageprop.com

Charter One  |  Hilton Island
charteronerealty.com

Cottingham Chalk  |  See North Carolina

Dickens Mitchener Residential Real Estate
See North Carolina

Dunes Real Estate  |  Hilton Head Island
dunesrealestate.com

Garden City Realty  |  Murrells Inlet
gardencityrealty.com

The Litchfield Company  |  Pawley’s Island
thelitchfieldcompany.com

Lowcountry Real Estate  |  Beaufort
lowcountryrealestate.com

Meybohm Realtors  |  See Georgia

WEICHERT, REALTORS® — Coastal Properties
Hilton Head
weichertcp.com

Wilson Associates  |  Greenville
wilsonassociates.net

SOUTH DAKOTA
Hegg Realtors  |  Sioux Falls
hegg.com

TENNESSEE
CRYE-LEIKE Real Estate Services  |  Memphis
Additional Areas Served: AL, AR, FL, GA, KY, 
MO, MS, OK
crye-leike.com
Page: 133

Fletcher Bright Realty  |  Chattanooga
fletcherbrighthomes.com

Parks Realty  |  Nashville
parksathome.com
Page: 67

Pilkerton Realtors  |  Brentwood
pilkerton.com

Village Real Estate  |  Nashville
villagerealestate.com

TEXAS
Allie Beth Allman & Associates  |  Dallas
alliebeth.com 
Page: 24

Dave Perry-Miller Real Estate  |  Dallas
daveperrymiller.com

Ebby Halliday, REALTORS®  |  Dallas
ebby.com
Page: 30

Greenwood King Properties  |  Houston
greenwoodking.com

Moreland Properties  |  Austin
moreland.com 
Page: 21, 48
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Nan and Company Properties  |  Houston
nanproperties.com

Phyllis Browning Company  |  San Antonio  
phyllisbrowning.com
Page: 74, 118

Realty Austin, LLC  |  Austin
realtyaustin.com

WestMark, Realtors®  |  Lubbock
westmarkrealtors.com

Williams Trew Real Estate  |  Fort Worth
williamstrew.com

UTAH
Windermere Real Estate — Utah
Salt Lake City
winutah.com

VERMONT
Pall Spera Company REALTORS,® LLC
Stowe
pallspera.com

Badger Peabody & Smith Realty
See New Hampshire

William Raveis Real Estate, 
Mortgage & Insurance
See Connecticut

VIRGINIA
Howard Hanna Real Estate Services
See Pennsylvania

Joyner Fine Properties
Richmond-Petersburg
joynerfineproperties.com

Long & Foster® Real Estate, Inc.  |  Chantilly
Additional Areas Served: DC, DE, MD, NC, NJ, 
PA, WV
longandfoster.com

McEnearney Associates, Inc.  |  Alexandria
Additional Areas Served: DC, MD
mcenearney.com

Howard Hanna  |  Roy Wheeler Realty 
Company  |  Charlottesville
roywheeler.com

WASHINGTON
John L. Scott Real Estate  |  Seattle-Tacoma
Additional Areas Served: CA, ID, OR
johnlscott.com

Windermere Real Estate  |  Seattle
Additional Areas Served: OR
windermere.com
Page: 89

Windermere Real Estate — 
Mountain West Spokane
Additional Areas Served: ID, MT, OR
experiencewindermere.com

WEST VIRGINIA
Howard Hanna Real Estate Services
See Pennsylvania

Long & Foster® Real Estate, Inc.
See Pennsylvania

WISCONSIN
@properties  |  See Illinois

Edina Realty  |  See Minnesota

First Weber, Inc.  
firstweber.com

Shorewest REALTORS®  | Milwaukee
shorewest.com
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SOFT LANDING

 HERE AND THERE IN 

CINQUE 
TERRE
By Mickey ALAM KHAN

 SEA TO SEE
 From Sicily, Sardinia and the Amalfi  Coast to cities such as Rome, Milan and Florence, 
these great cultural hubs deserve a spot on every bucket list. And then there is the 
Cinque Terre, those fi ve pretty seaside villages stretching six miles along the Italian Riviera 
in the north. 
 To see the sunrises and sunsets over 1,000-year-old Vernazza, Manarola, Monterosso, 
Corniglia and Riomaggiore, and the blue Mediterranean waters framing the mountainous 
terrain, is an unforgettable experience. It soothes the soul and calls for renewed contemplation 
on the meaning of life. 
 While these villages do not have as much accommodation as one would like — 
they have only 4,000 year-round residents compared to roughly 2.5 million annual visitors — 
I highly recommend hiking through these historic outposts in very sensible shoes. Embrace 
the views and scents from April to October and then sock those memories away. 
 The Cinque Terre is an easy train ride from Milan and Pisa, or roughly three hours by 
road from Milan to Vernazza, for example. You can arrive by sea, too. 
 Regarded as one of the most beautiful villages in Italy, Vernazza features a tiny port 
surrounded by colorful Ligurian houses and a medieval castle and tower built in the 1500s 
to protect the former Genoan territory from pirates. There is a modest sandy beach in the 
natural harbor abutting the Church of Santa Margharita di Antiochia. 
 The piazza has a string of lively restaurants and bars with street food to gourmet 
options. I am a big fan of Italian olive oil, and Vernazza does not disappoint. Its terraced 
olive groves produce some of the best olive oil in Italy. 

 TO ME, ITALY is a reminder that nature still has the power to dazzle and restore our 
spirits, as long as we humans live in harmony with it. 
 The Italian themes — family and friends, healthy food, arts and culture, spiritual 
sustenance and respect for natural and built habitat — are key draws for many as they 
are for me. I will let it rest at that. 

 I like to use my time off to explore — 
but not too ambitiously. 
 A leisurely breakfast follows an 
exploratory visit to one location. Lunch and 
a quick rest punctuate, and then it is off to 
discover another landmark before a return 
to the hotel. I tie a bow to the day with a 
lovely and relaxing dinner and evening stroll 
with family or friends.
 The trouble is, you cannot have it all in 
Italy. There is just so much to take in. 

Hiking toward 
Corniglia village in 

Cinque Terre
gettyimages.com

There are 
two types of 

vacation: one for 
sightseeing, the 
other for resting 
and unwinding. 
Oftentimes, 
travelers take a 
break to get away 
from the hurly-burly 
only to return home 
dog-tired from the 
relentless traipsing.






