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With crisp cool colors surrounded by luscious grounds that 
entice the senses and a perfectly appointed pool house full 
of colorful surprises! As we all reestablish our priorities and 
balance our work and home life, outdoor living spaces are 
becoming more and more popular. 

Richard Harp, owner of Richard Harp Homes, worked with 
a talented group of designers to create this tranquil outdoor 
space for his own home. He enlisted help from Scott Griner, with 
Elite Pools, to design the pool with a sun shelf and added David 
Munsey, owner of Better Lawns and Gardens, and Rick Rough, 
with Anything Concrete, to complete the hard and landscape 
design. What surprised me was learning that the grass is actually 
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artificial turf. What a perfect way to 
have a year round green lawn! The 
landscaping is spectacular with Green 
Giant Arborvitae trees providing 
privacy and structure, Knock Out 
Roses, hydrangeas and beautiful dark 
green gardenia plants. The rectangular 
concrete pads are painted Neutral 
Ground, by Sherwin Williams, to 
match the pool house. Notice the 
fire bowls flanking each side of the 
lawn chairs, courtesy of Restoration 
Hardware, creating a dramatic look 
especially in the evening. 

Richard also brought in Tobi 
Fairley, local interior designer, to add 
all the finishing touches that pull this 
space together. The blue and white 
palette combined with pops of green 
and yellow bring this pool house 
to life! The interior space mimics 
the exterior furniture and accessories 
making a beautiful flow throughout 
the space. I am a huge fan of the 
bathroom wallpaper and fabric for 

the indoor ottoman and pillow. This 
lively pattern adds much to the space 
and breaks up the solid blues and 
whites.  The all- white kitchen gets it’s 
pop from the same zigzag patterned 
roman shade as seen in the living space 
and really completes the room. 

Richard and I discussed the latest 
trends and comforts for outdoor spaces. 
Having been in the business for over 26 
years building beautiful custom homes, 
he has become quite established with 
outdoor living spaces as well. Richard 
stated, “Outdoor covered seating is a 
requirement. We treat the spaces with 
the same care as an interior space 
with wooden ceilings, tile floors, fans 
and drapery; basically creating indoor 
spaces outdoors.” I asked Richard if 
enclosed spaces with screens or glass 
were as popular. He said with mosquito 
spraying being offered and the addition 
of outdoor heaters and fans, open patio 
spaces are much more common. 

richard@richardharphomes.com  
501-690-4277
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You can reach Richard Harp Homes, Inc. 
at the following:
      17200 Chenal Parkway, Suite 300  
      Little Rock, AR 72223  
      501.690.4277   
      Richard@richardharphomes.com

      Facebook @richardharphomes
      Twitter @richardharphome
      Instagram @richardharphomes

We also talked about luxury items 
such as outdoor kitchens and audio/
visual components. Outdoor kitchens, 
he explained, are definitely a luxury 
item and require a bit more upkeep 
as well. Full outdoor kitchens actually 
need seasonal winterizing, similar to 
a boat. So, you better enjoy grilling! 
Audio/visual selections have changed 
somewhat; there are more selections 
now for indoor/outdoor speakers and 
the cost has come down on many 
items. For instance, Richard suggested 
using a standard flat screen TV for 
covered porch areas versus outdoor 
qualified televisions. Also, creating a 
“smart home” can place all you’re 
A/V on one app providing for easy use 
both indoor and out. Some of the most 
innovative outdoor scenes come from 
creating water and fire features and 
the use of outdoor lighting. Luxury 
items such as traditional wood burning 
fireplaces, fire bowls and built-in fire 
pits to jumping waters and waterfalls; 
Richard can manage it all. Many of his 
vendors such as Light Innovations and 
Elite Pools specialize in designing such 
custom outdoor spaces. 

On a personal note, I asked 
Richard what he does in his “free 
time.” He has 2 children, Isabella 
13 and Nicholas 12 and is married 
to Brandy, the principal broker for 
Jon Underhill Real Estate. They enjoy 
traveling together and playing baseball 
with Nicholas. Richard is currently 
building in Chenal Downs. •
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The Good Earth 
LANDSCAPE SERVICES

Exceeding your expectations has 
been our teams’ focus for over 45 
years, whether it’s been 
renovating an existing landscape renovating an existing landscape 
or planning and implementing 
an outdoor living space at your 
newly built home.

It has been our honor to create It has been our honor to create 
beautiful spaces through quality 
workmanship and decades of 
experience.  We look forward to 
bringing your landscape vision 
to life!

156O1 CANTRELL RD
THEGOODEARTHGARDEN.COM


