
 
 

Strategies for Staging a Home Without 

Breaking the Bank  
 

When you’re in the process of selling a house, there will be times when you’ll have to stage your 

home for potential buyers. Whether you’re prepping the master bedroom for real estate photos 

or fixing up your entire property for an open house, staging plays an important role when selling 

a home. The point of this is to make your home look as picturesque as possible to entice 

homebuyers to make a quick offer. They’re not going to be interested in a home that’s messy, 

and disorganized. Here are some effective strategies for staging a home without breaking the 

bank.  

 

Highlight the strengths of your home.  

 

Every home has at least one unique feature that can be considered a strength. Potential buyers 

can end up house hunting for months and will look at countless photos. It’s safe to assume that 

sellers will do their best to make their home look presentable. In order to have your home stand 

out in photos and at open houses, focus on the particular strengths of your home.  

 

https://www.moving.com/tips/how-to-ensure-that-your-listing-photos-will-sell-your-home/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/personalfinance/2013/04/28/24-7-home-features/2106203/


Highlighting these strong points with even the smallest accents can make a big difference. For 

example, if your home has a nice bay window, consider painting that wall an eye-catching color. 

If your backyard has a spacious balcony area, place some candles or lighting (you can buy 

hanging lights on Amazon for $24.98) to create a welcoming atmosphere. Finding a way to draw 

attention and bring to life the highlights of your home can go far in the staging process.  

 

Get inspiration from fellow sellers.   

 

There’s a good chance that you’re not the only person trying to sell a home in your local area. 

Although these other sellers could be viewed as your direct competition, they could also provide 

you with some excellent pointers when it comes to staging a home. Feel free to attend open 

houses in your area to see what other sellers are doing right and what they’re doing wrong. This 

is a free and easy way to get some inspiration for your own staging efforts.  

 

In addition to attending some local open houses, it can be helpful to conduct some 

reconnaissance online by checking the listings of homes in your area. This research will give 

you median prices and can provide you with some ideas for descriptions and photos. For 

example, the median sales price for houses in Incline Village is currently $1,245,000..  

 

Declutter and depersonalize.  

 

When you’re staging a home on a tight budget, there are two words that should guide your 

efforts: depersonalize and declutter. If you can accomplish these goals, you’ll be on the right 

track to having a home perfectly staged for open houses and photos. Decluttering a home can 

help make it feel more open, inviting, and clean. Getting rid of larger items, organizing the 

belongings you’re keeping, and giving your home a thorough clean should suffice.  

 

Depersonalization is another important step to take when staging a home, although many 

homeowners forget to do it. When looking at your home through photos or during an open 

house, potential buyers won’t be interested in seeing photos of you and your family or personal 

trinkets. Although it may seem counterintuitive, you should try to make your home attractive yet 

neutral when staging.  

 

While the process of staging your home takes some time and energy, it doesn’t have to end up 

costing you a lot of money. Consider the above steps when it’s time to prepare your home for 

sale. These strategies can make your home look more appealing to buyers without stretching 

your budget.  
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