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Meet the Kelters
By Jennifer Sharp

A

s longtime Huntington Beach residents, Lisa and Richard Kelter have embraced their
beachside community as the ideal place to raise their children, grow their successful
real estate careers and give back to their community. Having just celebrated their 15th
wedding anniversary in December, the Kelters take the most pride in their blended
family, having raised a combined six kids in Huntington Beach – and now relish spending time
with their four grandchildren and their two cats.
Lisa and Richard met in the late nineties through their children’s local grade school, St. Bonaventure, when both of their daughters happened to be in the same class. Since marrying in
2004, the Kelters have built a life revolving around their love of family, travel and their careers
in real estate. Lisa has worked as a local Huntington Beach real estate agent for over twenty
years, specializing in downtown Huntington and SeaCliff properties. You may recognize her as
Lisa Karos. Throughout her career, she has received many awards and accolades, including being ranked Number One Top Buyers Agent, Realtor of the Year, achieving Platinum Club status
and a Lifetime Achievement Award from Re/Max Select
One. Richard has built a successful career in commercial
and residential property development and management,
working to plan and build local Huntington Beach housing communities along with commercial properties throughout Orange County. The couple share a curiosity and passion for
real estate and make a point to look at local real estate markets
around the world while on their travels.
Richard has three children from his first marriage: Buster, Dustin
and Crystal. His oldest son, Buster Kelter, age 38, currently lives and
works in Mendocino County with his 6-year-old daughter, Kashmir. Richard enjoys visiting his son and granddaughter in Northern California. Richard’s middle son, Dustin Kelter, 34, lives and
works in Costa Mesa, and loves going on ski trips with his dad, as
they are both avid skiers. They have spent time together traversing the trails of Colorado, Utah and Idaho on various ski bum trips.
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Richard’s daughter, Crystal, 33, currently lives and works on the sunny island
of Oahu. Her 9-year-old daughter, Aubrey, lives in Huntington Beach and is in
third grade at St. Bonaventure, the same school that all of Lisa and Richard’s
children attended. Richard loves taking Aubrey to her ice skating classes, Girl
Scout meetings, birthday parties and of course spoiling her occasionally with
trips for ice cream.
Lisa’s oldest daughter, Kristin Khuri,
32, lives in Santa Barbara with her
husband, Andrew. She works as a Director of Communications for a project management company, and her
husband works as a motion graphic
designer for a property management
software company. They met in New
York where they both attended NYU. They recently
bought their first house (with Lisa as their real estate
agent, of course!) They are expecting their first child, a
son, due in February. After a decade spent living and
working in New York City and then San Francisco, the
couple are overjoyed to be out of big cities and back
in Southern California.
Lisa’s middle daughter, Kara Sutton, 31, lives in
Long Beach with her husband, Freddy, and their oneyear-old daughter, Hadley. To celebrate Hadley’s first
birthday, the family, who love to host friends and family, held a party on New Year’s Day at their
home. Kara works as a brand consultant and recently started her own company, Always Friday,
with an impressive roster of clients including Target and Rodeo 39. She has also done branding,
marketing and strategic event planning for clients such as Netflix, Patron Tequila and CBS. Her
husband, Freddy, works as a Senior Vice President at the California Apartment Association.
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Lisa’s son, Connor Buettner, 28, lives with his fiancé Bianca, their 10-month old son,
Kaden, and their husky-German Shepard dog, Beck, in the city of Orange. Connor
works as a guitar sales specialist and loves writing, composing and performing music,
along with his passion for collecting vintage guitars. His fiancé Bianca works in marketing for Mazda, and they love watching their son learn and grow.
When not spending time with their children and growing number of grandchildren, Richard and Lisa share a love for travel.
Together, they have experienced multiple
cultures and countries around the world,
including China, Australia, and countless
countries throughout Europe and South
America. Their goal is to explore a new destination each year. In 2019 they took a riverboat cruise and visited Budapest, Prague, Vienna, Nuremberg and the Black Forest in Germany.
Their favorite ski destination is Sun Valley, Idaho, which they frequent at least once a year. In December, they traveled to Vegas (where they got married).
The couple also devote a lot of time to their walnut
ranch, tending to 123 acres and over 5,000 walnut trees
which produce three different types of organic walnuts.
Located in the gorgeous Santa Ynez Valley amidst vineyards and orchards, the ranch, called Rancho Bella Vista,
is a busy working walnut farm and true nature getaway.
It also makes a great spot for family gatherings and celebrations, like when Kristine’s wedding was hosted at the
ranch. Visit www.RachoBellaVistaVenue.com for more
information on renting out the venue for weddings and
events. The Amazon show ‘Goliath’ starring Billy Bob
Thornton recently filmed part of its third season using
their ranch as the backdrop! Lisa and Richard are an active couple who enjoy hiking and biking the paths of
the Santa Ynez Valley. They recently purchased E-bikes
to take longer extended bike rides or they love riding
their Vespas. Richard also enjoys riding his motorcycle
along the mountain back roads with friends. Thanks to
the plentiful wineries and wine culture in the area, Lisa
and Richard have become quite the wine connoisseurs.
Giving back to their community is very important to
Lisa and Richard. One of their favorite local charities
is Casa Teresa, which helps Orange County pregnant
mothers in abusive or unsafe situations find support,
housing, and a safe haven for their unborn children, as
well as Colette’s Children’s Home, which supports local
women and children who are homeless with nowhere
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to turn. Lisa and Richard are also involved with the Waggin Trails Pet
Rescue Foundation. One of Richard’s favorite charities is Ascending
Lights, which helps poor, at-risk; inner-city students obtain a college education through the help of their respective church.

The whole family is involved with Ronald Reagan Center’s Young
Americas Foundation (YAF), which is committed to ensuring that increasing numbers of young Americans understand and are inspired
by the ideas of individual freedom, a strong national defense, free
enterprise, and traditional values. Giving back to the community
is an essential part of Lisa and Richard’s life and they feel strongly
about supporting causes they care about.
After living directly on PCH for 15 years, they are so glad to now
be living in Ocean Colony, which offers a more peaceful beach atmosphere. What Richard and Lisa love most about living in the SeaCliff area is that it offers a healthy active lifestyle, bike paths, walking paths and open fields close by. The ocean is just minutes away
and the beach at Seapointe is truly pristine.

JUST LISTED! SeaCliff on the Greens

19391 WOODLANDS DRIVE

5 bed /4 bath

$2,100,000

Lisa is a top-notch Real Estate professional. She goes above and beyond to help her
customers. We worked with Lisa to purchase a home in Huntington Beach. She guided
us through the selection process making it a win for us. Her knowledge of the area
was key in our buying the right house, especially because we were unfamiliar with the
area. Without her, we likely would have made the wrong selection. After a few years we
decided to sell the house and Lisa again jumped into action. As our advocate she had
the house sold in two days at a price higher than we had ever expected. Lisa negotiates
fiercely for her clients, and is honest, assertive and extremely knowledgeable of market
conditions. Along with experience, Lisa has fantastic insight and instincts.
– Larry Studley, President Circuit-tron Corp.
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