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UNDERSTANDING

THE BASICS

Here's the truth: well and septic systems aren'’t
something to fear — they re something to

understand.

With the right information (and the
right team), these homes can offer
incredible lifestyle benefits, often in
some of the most beautiful and
peaceful settings available. When a
home is on a well and septic
system, you're not just buying the
house—you're taking on a more
hands-on relationship with how the
property functions day to day.

That doesn’t have to be
intimidating, but it does mean
understanding a few key things
upfront. The upside? Greater
independence, fewer monthly
utility bills, and often the ability to
live in more spacious, rural settings.
With the right preparation, well
and septic homes can be an
incredibly rewarding option.



LETS TALK
WELL &
SEPTIC.

What is a well system?

« A well system provides water directly from the ground to your
home, rather than through a municipal source.

« A typical system includes a drilled well, a pump, a pressure
tank, and sometimes filtration equipment depending on the

property.
What matters most to buyers...

» Water flow rate (gallons per minute): Ensures the home can
meet daily water needs

» Water quality: Tested during escrow to confirm it's safe for use
« System condition: Evaluated to ensure reliable performance

« For many homeowners, having a well means independence
from city water and a more self-sufficient lifestyle.
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Common Concerns (& The Reality)

It's completely normal to feel unsure about well and septic —
but most concerns come from not knowing what to expect.

“What if something goes wrong?”’
Inspections during escrow are designed to identify issues upfront, so there are no surprises after
closing.

“Is this high maintenance?”
Not at all. Both systems are relatively simple to maintain with routine care.

“Is it risky?”
Not when properly inspected and maintained. In fact, many highly desirable rural and semi-rural
properties rely on these systems.
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WHAT HAPPENS DURING ESCROW?

When purchasing a home with well and septic,
there are a few additional steps that provide
clarity and peace of mind:

« Well flow test to measure water output

« Water quality testing to ensure potability

« Septic inspection and/or pumping to
evaluate system health

These inspections are standard and give you a
clear picture of the property before you move
forward.

MAINTENANCE MADE SIMPLE

One of the biggest misconceptions is that well
and septic systems are difficult to manage. In
reality, maintenance is straightforward.

Well system care:
« Periodic water quality testing
« Monitoring pump performance
« Maintaining filtration systems (if applicable)

SEPTIC SYSTEM CARE

« Pumping the tank every 3-5 years
(depending on usage)

« Being mindful of what goes down drains

« Avoiding excessive water use in short
periods of time

With consistent care, both systems can function
reliably for many years.
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EVERGREEN

BENEFITS.

Why buyers are drawn to
well & septic homes.

Many buyers are surprised to learn that
these properties often come with
meaningful advantages:

« More space and privacy

« Peaceful, natural surroundings

« Independence from city utilities
« Potential long-term cost savings

In Sonoma County especially, some of the
most sought-after homes feature well and
septic systems — simply because of where
they're located.

TIPS: <><>

$
Get in touch with

a connected local
expert that knows
country properties
and can help advise
on questions or
concerns you may
have.




THE
BOTTOM LINE.

Buying a home with well and septic isn't
about taking on risk — it’s about gaining
understanding,

When you know what to look for, complete
the right inspections, and stay on top of
simple maintenance, these homes can offer a
lifestyle that's hard to replicate elsewhere.
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If you're considering a home with well
and septic and want guidance tailored to
your situation, I’'m here to help.

Whether you're just starting your search
or narrowing down options, I'd love to
walk you through what to expect and
help you move forward with confidence.

REACH
OUT.

Looking for more home buying tips, local
insights, and real estate guidance? Be sure to
explore more on the website or reach out
anytime.

Jennifer Klein, REALTOR®
707-536-3019
jenniferkleinrealestate.com

Serving Sonoma County and beyond



http://jenniferkleinrealestate.com/
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