
A GUIDE TO BUYING A HOME  
in the Greater Philadelphia Area



Owning a Home  
in the Greater  
Philadelphia Area

The Greater Philadelphia Area is one of the most historic 
and distinguished real estate markets in the country, and we 
understand that making the decision to buy a home here can 
be a particularly overwhelming experience. From mastering 
the difference between condos, single and multi-family units,  
to planning for closing costs, there is a lot to learn. That is 
why we have created this Buyer’s Guide—to set you on the 
right path to owning your perfect home!

compass.com

∙ Manage your entire search

∙ Receive curated push notifications

∙ Compare properties visited

∙ Trade listings with your agent



At Compass, we empower our agents with  
data driven technology, revolutionizing  
the home buying experience. Since 
launching, we’ve assembled a robust team  
of experts—engineers, analysts, strategists,  
and marketers—to simplify the process  
and enlighten buyers.



Lindsay 
Neuman

Lindsay Neuman loves to help people 
pivot. But what is a pivot anyway?   
Other than a great dance move, it’s a 
way to change your perspective and 
change your outcome. Lindsay leads her 
life according to this guiding principle.  
That is what makes her perfect to ‘make 
it happen’ for you. Her zest for life is 
contagious and she loves to help people 
find their happy place. Like, literally, find 
their happy place!
 
Your home is not just bricks and mortar, 
your home is your community and 
extension of yourself, your personality, 
wants, needs and desires. It lives beyond 
your front door and reaches out into the 
community, the restaurants, the culture, 
the sights and sounds, the parks, and 
even dog parks.

For years, Lindsay worked in public 
relations, recognized for making products 
and communications POP; making them 
multi-dimensional, and come to life. That 

is why her pivot into Real Estate has 
been so gratifying to her and the clients 
she serves (see all the love notes on her 
Compass homepage). She serves all and 
aids people in every stage of life to make 
it happen—to pivot and have fun along 
the way.

When Lindsay isn’t bopping around the 
city and burbs guiding her clients to their 
dream homes, she loves to spend time 
with her husband, Eli, their two dogs, 
Miley and Dora as well as her family. She 
refuels herself through a mix of Peloton 
spinning classes and a yoga practice.  
She lives to eat (not eats to live) and if 
you are ever undecided with a place to 
go for brunch, lunch or dinner, she is  
sure to have ALL the recommendations. 
 
Life is crazy, unpredictable and exciting! 
So, make your pivots reflect the life you 
want to live—Lindsay is here to help you 
make it happen!

lindsay.neuman@compass.com

M 610.574.1297

O  267.435.8015

1624 Locust Street, Floor 5 

Philadelphia, PA 19103

     LindsaySNeuman

     LindsayNRealtor



How to Buy  
a Home

1 3 5

2 4

Connect Visit Properties Negotiations & 
Executed Agreement

Get Pre-Approved Make an Offer

Reach out to Lindsay to get 
started. She will work as your 
advocates and trusted advisor 
to help guide your search.

Lindsay will guide and instruct  
you during viewings and open 
houses spanning a range of  
areas and property types.  
Now is the time to consider  
your ideal home’s accessibility 
and amenities.

As mentioned before, Lindsay will 
go to bat for you as your advisor 
and trusted partner throughout 
this whole process. She will work 
with the listing agent to get you the 
best deal and negotiate any terms 
of the agreement. Once all parties 
have agreed (buyer & seller) the 
Agreement of Sale is signed and  
you are considered under  
contract—Congrats!

Before beginning your search, your 
first step is to get pre-approved for 
a mortgage loan (unless you will be 
paying in cash for the full price of 
your home). Lindsay can connect 
you to a trusted mortgage broker 
who will offer competitive interest 
rates and desirable financing 
packages and options. Based on 
your income and credit history, the 
mortgage broker will determine 
how much the bank will lend you, 
which will help determine the price 
range for your search.

Once you have seen a home you 
like, you submit an “offer,” which 
outlines the price, terms and 
timing of the purchase. This is 
also known as the Agreement of 
Sale. Lindsay will provide advice 
on pricing, and guide you through 
the competitive process typical in 
this market.



6 8 10

7 9 11

First Earnest 
Money Deposit

Second Earnest 
Money Deposit

Final WalkThrough 
with Your Agent 

Home Inspection Complete Loan 
Application 

Closing 

This is a term within the 
Agreement of Sale. Typically 
within five days after going 
under contract you will send  
your first Earnest Money Deposit. 
This is “in good faith” money.

Once you have made it through 
your home inspection, you will 
send your second deposit. This is 
typically 48 hours after resolution 
of inspection negotiations and will 
be a larger amount than the first 
deposit. Please note: This deposit 
as well as your first deposit are 
included in your closing costs.

A review of the property to confirm 
that it is in the same physical 
condition as when you signed the 
purchase and sale agreement.

A home inspection is typically 
conducted during a contingency 
period set forth in your Agreement 
of Sale. A licensed and insured 
inspector will come to the home 
and inspect all its aspects. Lindsay 
will be there to accompany the  
inspector, although it’s a great 
time for you, as a home buyer, 
to learn where everything is and 
how it works in the home you are 
purchasing. Following the home 
inspection you will partner with 
Lindsay to negotiate anything that 
comes up during the inspection.

The bank will organize the 
appraisal, search the title and 
finalize the paperwork so your 
loan is “cleared to close.”

Congratulations, you are now 
a home owner!



Collections 
 
Together, we can keep a close eye on the 
market to make strategic decisions based 
on price and status updates.

How will I monitor 
the market?

Called the Pinterest of real estate, Collections 
allows us to track the local landscape for the 
duration of your home search in a centralized, 
visual space.



Catch the first glimpse 
 
The majority of Compass listings start 
as a Compass Coming Soon before 
officially hitting the market, giving you 
a headstart to search and make an 
offer before other buyers. 

See the full market  
 
Compass Coming Soon listings can
only be seen in one place—compass.com 
—so you’ll always see the most complete 
picture of the market on our site. 

Streamline your search 
 
Using Compass Saved Search, never
worry about missing your dream home. 
Easily set preferred listing criteria and 
receive alerts when new Compass 
Coming Soon listings are posted. 

See the best homes first 
with Compass Coming Soon 

On Compass.com, you have full access to Compass Coming Soon—thousands 
of unique properties previewed on our site before you can find them anywhere 
else. Start your search knowing that you’re best positioned to discover a home 
you love, with an early look at some of the market’s most compelling options. 

Here’s how Compass Coming Soon benefits your search: 

Coming Soon



Testimonials

“Lindsay did an amazing job helping us find our 
dream home in a new city. She worked diligently 
to ensure we could find the right home and close 
in a very short period of time.” 

Brandie and Mark, Fishtown

“Thanks so much for your time and help during 
this process. You are extremely patient and great 
at what you do. Thanks for putting up with us!” 

Lauren and Jim, Queen Village

“I loved working with Lindsay to find and buy 
my new home! Lindsay was so thoughtful and 
diligent throughout the entire process. While 
I was looking, she was patient anytime I was 
unsure, gave me her realistic, honest opinions 
throughout, and always honored my wants & 
needs foremost.

Madeline, Graduate Hospital



A Nationwide 
Network

Since our launch in 2012, we’ve aimed to simplify the 
real estate process, one market at a time. With 140+ 
offices across 20+ regions, Compass is the country’s 
fastest-growing, most innovative brokerage.

20+
Number of our 
major markets

7000+
Number of Compass 
agents nationwide

140+
Number of  
Compass offices

$30B+
Total sales volume  
to date
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Chicago

Boston

Hamptons

NYC
Philadelphia

Northeast Florida

Washington DC

Seattle

Atlanta

Miami/Ft. Lauderdale

Houston

Dallas

San Diego

Los Angeles

Santa Barbara/ 
Montecito

San Francisco

Current Offices

Upcoming Offices

Florida Gulf Coast

Westchester

Orange County

NashvilleAustin

Denver



Lindsay Neuman
lindsay.neuman@compass.com
M 610.574.1297
O 267.435.8015

Compass Pennsylvania, LLC is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in 
price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or 
other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage. 1624 Locust Street, Floor 5, Philadelphia, PA 19103 | 267.435.8015

1624 Locust Street, Floor 5
Philadelphia, PA 19103


